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EPISTLE DEDICATORY: | 


17 THE 


'PAROQUIAL CLERGY: | 
or : 2 1 1 


CHURCH or ENGLAND. 


Ny BRETHREN, 


HE letter of G would hive 


been unnoticed by me, if I had : 


not conceived the idea of making it 
an occaſion to ſpeak my mind freely 


on ſubjects of general concernment. 
and thoſe indeed ofthe greateſt import- 
ance to us all. In theſe letters, there- 
fore, which I humbly offer to The 
5 Public, and reſpectfully dedicate to 
The Parochial Clergy, 8 conſider my- 
| ſelf addreſling you, wy Reverend 
| A 2 Brethren 


DEDICATION. 


| Brethren, rather thin the ſingle perſon | 


to whom theſe letters are directed. | 
7 Yet, if, in this, I ſeem too bold, 1 will 


leſſen the appearance of preſumption, | 


by aſſuring you that J have in view 15 
the younger Clergy, and thoſe eſpeci- | 


ally who have entered into the mini- 


5 firy without that devotedneſs of heart, 


that zeal, and that ſtock of knowledge 


and experience, which are neceſſary io 


a ſucceſsful diſcharge | of their duty. 5 
My grey hairs, and my good inten- 
lions, which even Clericus does allow, 


- willjuflify me cus lat. Whetherwhat | 


J have written be right, or of ſo great 


importance as I conceive, muſt be left 


entirely to your judgment. Jam a 

teacher, by my Proſeſſion; but, a 
ſcholar, through neceſſity. "Tis 

5 much, I am ſure, 1 have learned by 

35 painful experience, to be ſenſible that 

| 1 need 
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I need inſtruction, and. to be willing 
to be taught. And, if any of my elder. 
| Brethren will, in the ſpirit of brotherly 


love and Chriſtian charity, give me 


any corrections, or information on the | 
ſubjects of theſe letters, I will receive 5 


them with much chankfulneſs. . 


You will obſerve that the dodrine 
5 of THE ATONEMENT is che great object 
of my zeal : and well it may be; ; for 
it is the foundation of all my hopes 
towards God. I am ſorry, very ſorry, 
when I think how much this doctrine 
is in the preſent day neglected, and even 
deſpiſed. A clergyman cannot ſhew | 
any zeal for it, without being called 
. ſneeringly orthodox or metſiodiſtical. 
Even Biſhop Hurd, for owning it, has 
not wholly. eſcaped. The Monthly | 
| Reviewers found out an expreſſion or 
two in 1 his ſermons, on which to in- 
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DEDICATION. 


vil a ſneer; and Dr. Prieſtley has . 

uttered piteous lamentations, that ſo 
great a man ſhould expoſe a weak fide 

in favour of orthodoxy. 1 wiſh theſe 
7 Gentlemen would conſider, that it is 


not in conventicles alone, and by en- 


thuſiaſlic methodiſts, by ignorant and £4 
unlearned mechanics, this diſtinguiſh- 
ing doctriue of the goſpel is maintain= 
ed; but, that Chriſtians, in all ages, of Z ; 
| every lect and party—Socinians and a 
few judaizing and phil olophizing con- | 
verts excepted—that a Jewell, Hooker, 


 Viker, Pearſon, Stillingfleet, Beveridge, 5 


Milton, Addiſon, Johnſon, Lowth, 
and Hurd, men of the greateſt abilities, 
of the moſt extenſive erudition, and of 


the ſoundeſt underſtanding, have be- 


: lieved that THE SON OF GOD SUFFERED. 
| FOR THEIR SINS, the juſt for the unjuſt. 
” Great names indeed do not prove a 
Sg os 5 doclrine 
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1 dofrine to be true; - but they may very 5 
well ſhelter thoſe who ſincerely believe i 


it from ridicule, ſupercilious contempt, 


and bitter invective. And methinks, 


modeſt men ſhould bluſh, when they 


find themſelves in oppoſition to the 


: ſentiments of ſo many reſpectable cha- 


racters; and inſtead of ſneering at, what . 
they affect to call, our prejudice and 
| credulity, they ought. to ſuſpect ſome 
| fallacy which may have deceived 
themſelves. In this inftance, it is not 
ſufficient to allege, that learned 
men have been found on either ſide 
the queſtion; for The Hiſtorical View” 
of Socinianiſm cannot exhibit atithe— | 
no, nor a thouſandth part of the num- 
ber of men of ſenſe, of learning and 
: picty, on that fide, which may be ex- 
preſſed for this doctrine of the atone- 
5 ment. 80 ſmall is the minority, that, : 
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| in the compariſon, it dwindles into no- 
thing. And the blefling of Heaven, 
which hath ever attended, and ſtill ac- 
: companies the preaching of the croſs _ 
the great good which hath been 
done by it in reforming mankind— 
. has; firs, is an argument which our 
| opponents want, and can never vreſt 
from us. 


2 am not lorry chat che en is open | 


to our antagoniſts. Let them freely W. 
ter their ſentimnets.—A ſtorm is leſs 
: dangerous to the Church, than a dead 
calm. 1 would have the truth op- 

. poſed, rather than lie concealed under 
the buſhel of an unmeaning profeſ- 
fion of religion, or be neglected 
; through attention to other, leſs- -1mport- 
| ant objects. If the wind be againſt 5 
us, even though it blow violently, we 
may make ſome way: in a dead calm. 


our 
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our dug may be carried by unsbivel 
currents into quickſands, or be driven 
upon rocks, before the mariners 9 
ſenſible of any danger. But this, 1 


truſt, will never be our fate: if we 
grow ſecure, our great Maſter will, 


| ſooner or later, perhaps in the critical 
| moment of extremity, reprove our 2 
folly, and make as know our danger. 5 
At his word, che ſtormy wind ariſeth, : 


which lifteth up the proud waves of 


oppoſition. The very ſtorm, which 
threatens deſtruction, by rouſing us 
to activity, will ſave us from ſhip- 
wreck. And, under his conduct, Who 
ſitteth over all from the beginning, i 
though. for a moment he made 


| himſelf of no reputation, and who is 


the Head over all things for the ſake 
of his Church, this holy Veſſel ſhall 
: fo paſs the waves of this troubleſome 5 
wortd, : 


_— * — 2 ain a N — 
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5 TY as to arrive "FRY at laſt, with 

7 OO all her crew, and with all her paſſen- 

gers on board, into the haven of 
pon WT Ne 


Unto Him that loved us, and waſhed. 15 


from our fins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and prieſts eto God So 

his Father; 10 HI M be glory and do- 
5 minion for er ever and ever. Amen. 1 


1 am, REVEREND SIRS, 
Your alfefionate Brother, 


And humble Servant, 
W. J E 8 8 K. 8 


5 Bi. BB ZSFORD, near r Bewdley, | 


en September, 178g. 
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INTRODUCTION; ON MORAL ESSAYS. 


R E v. | SIR, - 


N chivalry, when a knight entered 
the liſts, his herald or 'ſquire pre- 
cede; to proclaim his ſtyle. You, ir, 
have entered without your Sancho, very 
unexpededly : ; and have proclaimed yout- 


ſelf THE. CHAMPION OF THAT FAIK 


MISTRESS CHRISTIANITY, I would 

not for the world oppoſe a knight of. 

this reſpectable character: but really, 

doubt whether it belong to you; 4 ne. 


* -- 
2 „ * * 


CAE 


Tuſped your fair miſtreſs to be ſome cour- 
tezan, who has aſſumed the name of a 
moſt venerable matron. 


To engage a concealed avtagonift, I 


not very pleaſant : in the republic of 
letters, therefore, anonymous authors are 


uſually treated with neglect: however, : 


to gratify the expectation of our neigh- 
bours, or, rather, to prevent any ill effects 
: from your reproachful boaſtings, 1 will FE 
| buckle on my helmet : magna a lt veritas, 5 
et prævalebit. 5 


You tell me, neeringly, that. T have 
made a formidable attack on the clergy” 5 


—and you ſay, ſerioufly, that I „have 
* almoſt crucified them—have brought a 
© charge againſt the whole body have 
5 calumniated and defied the whole church 
9 militant”—O Lord my God, if 1 have 
done any ſuch thing + Af there be this 


wickedneſs in my heart, or hands; if 2: 
have rewarded evil unto the church which 


dealt friendly with me; then let mine 


| antagoniſ ; 


ts) 


= antagoniſt ae my ſoul, aud taks 


me; yea, let him tread my life down 
7 upon the earth and lay mine honour! in the | 
duſt.— Have defied the whole church mi- 
_ « litant, and thrown down the gauntlet!” 
Wonderful preſumption! But, to miſtake 
a charity ſermon for a gauntlet, is as great 
| a blunder, as was that of another famous 
knight; who fancied a pewter baſon to be 
an helmet, and a wind- mill to be a giant. 
There was not any thing further from 
my intention, than to give offence to any 
ol my brethren the clergy. I have done 


no more than relate a plain matter of fact, 


to account for the prevailing ignorance . 
and profligacy of manners in the lower : 
claſſes of people, and this with a deſign 
to engage the laity to promote the educa- 
tion of poor children as a prevention of 
| the evil. But matter of fact, it ſeems, is 
. not to be mentioned; becauſe, forſooth, 
— it is not for the credit of our order—but; 
Ws have always thought! it more for tlie | 
WY credit | 


163. 


credit of Chriſtianity, and of the miniſters 
of Chriſt, that theſe have left upon record 
the faults of their fellow-labourers, than 
if they had carefully concealed thoſe 


Faults, or had been guilty of that meaneſt 


of all mean things ſelf-adulation, in 
| writing panegyrics upon one another. 
The private faults of individuals ought 8 
not to be expoſed: but, if I had Con- 
| flantine's* S* cloak. I would not ſpread 1 it to 
conceal thoſe which are notorious. The 
very attempt to do it would make them ” 
more obſerved, to appear more deteſtable, 
and would encourage that ſcornful ſneer 
of infidels © Prieſts of all religions are the 


__ ** ſame,” But, if notorious faults be con- 


feſſed and lamented, the guilty only will ; 
be blamed; and, if thoſe faults be pretty. 


8 general, they will be imputed to the de- 


: pravity of human nature, and not to our 15 


| 5 * Conflantine, i in his blind zeal for the FARLEY 
_ aid, if he ſaw a clergyman in the act of adultery, he 


. | would ſpread his imperial . over him to conceal 
Ys his wickedneſs. „ 


1 


order. 8 1 iced not inſiſt on 

this: for the evils of which I complained 

are attributed to a train of circumſtances, 
which human wiſdom could not foreſee, 


and, therefore, did not prevent them. 


You tell us, page 15, What chiefly 
% attracts my attention in your diſcourſe 
Fare theſe words, ſermons are dwindled 
away into moral eſſays.” I adopt your 

next ſentence : As it is a matter of the 
6 higheſt importance to have this point 
6 clearly underſtood, and indeed is the 
1 main cauſe of my troubling you and our 
„nei ighbours with this letter, I ſhall hope 
=. for a more than ſuperficial conſideration 
4 of what I have to advance on the moral 
: eſſays of the clergy.” You make theſe 


the chief object of your ſtrictures; I ſhall, 


therefore, pay my ark and enten atten- 


| tion to this ſubject. 


You ſay, page 24, 8 This is the firſt 
time I have ſeen it” (viz. cenſure of the 
; moral eſſays of the clergy) « where, L 

g 40 muſt 


= 


(6) 


muſt conſeſs. I never expected to fee it, 


* in print,” You have read Mr, Knox's 


| eſſays: : then, ſir, it was not the firſt time, 
| : when you read my diſcourſe, that you 
have ſeen ſomething in print, and i in a way 
of cenſure too, on the moral eſſays of tbe 
| clergy. To ſave you the trouble of a 
ſearch, I will tranſcribe a pallage or two. 
"I will take the liberty to hint to young | 


% and faſhionable divines, who. are in ge- 


: T neral ſmitten with the falſe graces. of 


2 5 


. ſtyle and delivery. that their congrega- 


ee tions would be more edikied, at inſtead : 


ok of MORAL. ESSAYS, in what they call 


Fine language, they would preach SER= 5 


ons, properly, ſo called, in the plain 
6 ſtyle of truth and ſcripture. Let them - 
alſo take care, as they will anſwer it to 


0 Him i in whoſe name they aſcend the 


« pulpit, not to preach themſelves, but 
THE GOSPEL, A general complaint has 
« been made” (long before the charity 
5 ſermon 1 was preached. at | Beydley) that 


A SERMONS, 


1 


„ SERMONS are become in theſe days. 
merely MORAL ESSAYS, There was a 


time when a paſſage from ſcripture, well 


4 introduced, was eſteemed a flower of 
1 ſpeech far ſurpalling every ornament of 
e rhetoric, It is now avoided as an ugly 
«+ patch, that chequers with deformity the 
_ * the gloſſy contexture.—A profeſled 
* Chriſtian preacher, addreſſing a profeſied 
Chhriſtian audience, ſhould remember, 

_ ow that, however beautiful his diſcourſe, 


if it i is no more than a MORAL DISCOURSE, 


he may preach it, and they may hear 
En it, and both continue unconverted 


5 heathens.“ 
In theſe paſſages, fir, you kavie a diſ- 


tindion, and I tkink, ſuch a one as is not 
without a difference, between moral eſſays 
and ſermons : and, you may diſcern in 
them no ſmall degree of cenſure of the 


: moral eſſays of many of the clergy. 


150 But, you ſay, page 18, A good ſermon | 
5 and a | moral « $469 are the lame i Wing 1 "the: 


* 
FFF 
— eee _ 


8 10 inltruc or to amule, Knox. 


s ) 


: e difference 18 only in che name. 5 An 55 
_eſſay* ſignifies an attempt, and is a 3 9 
vVord to denote that an author does not 


pretend 10 elucidate or inveſtigate his : 


ſubject perfectly and throughly : he 
touches only on the principal points and 
- without attending to exact form in his e 
compoſition. The term eſſay is com- 
monly uſed to denote. any ſhort treatiſe 5 
> on any fubject; and a moral eſſay i 1s ſuch . 
a treatiſe on ſocial duties. An eſſay, as 
| well as a ſermon, may be called a diſcourſe g 


| * Thoſe ſages '6f antiquity, who, how their im- 5 


| Fee ene in knowledge and virtue, had the leaſt 
dubious claim to the appellation of wiſe men, were 
1 yet too modeſt to aſſume a name Which had the ap- 
pearance of oſtentation, and rather choſe to be called 


philoſophers, or lovers of wiſdom. From fimilar 


- motives many of the moderns, who have written with 
great {kill on ſubjedts of morality and ſcience, have > 
entitled their productions, Eſſays; a name, which, 

though it may now convey the idea of regular treatiſes 

and diſſertations, is ſynonimous with the word at- 


tempts, and means no more than humble endeayours A 


PY 
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of inſtruction: but aſermon differs from an 
eſſay in this; it muſt always be ſerious; ; 
and ought to be more formal, more me- 
_ thodical, more particular in the diſcuſ- 

ſion of a ſubjeQ, than is neceſſary t to con. 


To ſtitute an eſſay. 
1 never fancied that the Wellen of 2 


ſermon co nſiſted i in its length, or, that any ; 
ö one would be a good orator for being 
long winded:“ I never thought a multi- 
tude of diviſions and ſubdiviſions neceſſary 
to conſtitute a ſermon, properly, ſo called: 
a very ſhort ſermon may be a very good | 
one; and a long one unworthy of a pati- 
ent hearing. : But, what have I ſaid, or 


done, to make it neceſſary for me to de- 
clare this? Short ſermons and moral 


_ eſſays have been mentioned—I have 


_ contraſted the labours of our forefathers, 


and their ſubject-matter with the produc- 

tions of modern divines. Theirs were 
ſull of the grand peculiarities of the 
5 goſpel; ours are critical diſcourſes, and 
moral 


* 
moral eſſays: theirs were preached with 
earneſt zeal; ours read without emphaſis : 
after the example of St. Paul, who at 

Troas was ſo long preaching that he con- 
tinued his ſpeech till midnight, they 

preached by the hour to a people Who 

preſſed upon them to hear the word of 
God; we read a fort of wall. lectures“, i 
8 which, by your own confeſſion, ſeldom 


exceed twenty-five minutest, to thin 


; congregations, Who hear us with as little 
zal as we preach to them. Now, r, 
there muſt be ſome other cauſe, to produce 955 
_ this great change, than a late acquiſition 5 
of taſte ſor correct compoſition, Or 3 
greater ability than our forefathers had 5 
wt * condenſe our thoughts: 2 and, if 1 ; | 


ED * Certain PO rent in the Univerſity « of Ox. | 
_ ford are always called Wall LeQures, becauſe the lec- 


turer has no other audience but the walls. 


is, + With reſpett to the PRO in "the at | 
« times, the want of merit is uſually compenſated 5 


ts by e | Kurs os. 


have 


( 11 = | 


have not ri ghtly expreſſed, in my charity 


ſermon, how this change has been intro- 
duced, I will venture to ſay, You cannot 


account for it in any other way, which 
will be more to the credit of you and | 


your brethren. _ 
1 would call thoſe Gilcourtey moral. 


— oppoſition to the term evangelical, in > 


which the grand peculiarities of the goſ- 
pel are omitted, or the abſolute import- 


: ance of them kept out of ſight. But 
1 do not“ imagine that the frequent 


mention of Jeſus Chriſt makes a good 


* ſermon.” You may frequently men- 
tion his name, and, © eſpecially about 
_ « Chriſtmas, Eaſter, Whitſuntide, preach 


45 © about the death of Chriſt, the reſurrec- 


26 tion, divine grace” — Ves, fir, about it, 
and about it, and never come to the point. 
| You may ſometimes ** make the great 
articles of our belief the ſubjects of 
oh diſcourſe, 55 and, alas explain them 


all 8 50 : inſtead of b on them, 


— — — 2 AR 


3 
£ a5 the enthuſiaſtic notions of © a certain g 
deſcription of men; you may repreſent 
them in ſuch a meretricious dreſs, that they 
| ſhall loſe all appearance of their divine 
original; and, under the terms and 
phraſes of inſpiration, inculcate the 
ſoothing doctrines of, what is termed, na- 
f tural religion. ZONE: Now have we tryed 
6 your ſpirits, ſaid an old author“, that 
| * they bee not of God, for you denye 
1 — + Chriſt. That is, you denye the very 
* nature, and the propertie of Chriſt. | 
1 % You graunt the name, but you denye the 
vertue. You graunt that hee deſcended 
from heaven, but you denye the profite 5 


| 6 health : : this: denye you, and yet it is 


= your creed. Vou graunt that hee W 
3 « borne, but you denye the purpoſe. 
3 « You graunt that hee is riſen from death, 

| EE: ++ but you denye the profit thereof; for 

N mY es roſe to juſtiſie us. You graunt, that 

| TH ” hee is a Saviour, but you denye that he 

: 


[ | 3 5 | EL * Dr. Barnes's ſupplication to king Henry tbe eighth. 


thereof; for hee deſcended for our 


E 


814 alonely the Saviour, I pray you | 
_ © wherefore was he borne? to juſtifie us 
in part? to redeem us in part? to doe 
80 ſatisfaction for part of our ſinnes *—Say 7 
f * what you will, if you give not all, and 
fully, and away to one Chriſt, then 
gh denye you Chriſt.” 1 5 
If we do not maintain the true | che | 
| ter of our Saviour*; if we do not repre- 
ſent and inſiſt on the doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity and their 1 importance; if we take 
it for granted, that they are already ſuf- 
kciently known and attended to; if we 
preach. moral duties without Chriſtian 
f principles; if we Fan our people t to reſt s 


* Chriſtum ini ſoli annuntiant vere, et ut oportet, 

qui in illo ſolo docent omnem ſpem ſalutis humanæ 
repoſitam: qui per illum ſolum agnoſcant divitas 
gratiz divinz ad nos derivari e 


— Non Chriſtum, ſed ſui robe: 8 annun- : 
85 tiat, qui illum facit ex dimidia tantum parte mediato- 
rem et ſervatorem hominum. Nam hoc eſt errare in : 
principali ſubje&o predicationis evangelicæ. 2 

© ee 2285 ad Coloſſen. per Davenant. | 
„ | their 


” - 1 


| | their hopes of ſalvation on the difcharge 


external religion; what do we leſs than 


betray the cauſe we are engaged, with all 
our powers, to ſupport? 75 


The defign may have been good; bot; 


| the ſcheme, of rendering Chriſtianity pa- 
latable to unconverted hearts, has been 
fatal in its conſequences. To court the 
aſſent of infidels, we have been trying to : 
make Chri ſtianity appear more rational 
than our forefathers repreſented it, who 5 
were contented to ſubmit implicitly to the 


deciſive authority of revelation, the bare 


ipſe dixit of Jehovah. We have gone 
8 upon, what are called. rational and philo- 
ſophical principles, till Chriſtianity has s 
been diſguiſed and corrupted. greatly; 
and, by our imprudent conceſſions to 
infidels, have increaſed to a prodigiouſſy | 
= alarming degree, the enemies of revelation. 


_ Conſider, 1 pray you, fir, whether 


_ thoro b truth in what Mr. 0 Wee 


hath 2 


4-48. 
hath ſaid of ſeveral learned and ingenious 
writers, who would be thought the friends 
of truth, of reaſon and revealed religion, 
+ Unfortunately for themſelves and many 
others, they have with inconſiderate 
« raſhneſs expunged from the New Taſta- 
+ ment every divine declaration, which 
agrees not exactly with their own no- 
tions of truth and rectitude; and this 
they have attempted by no other means, 
than by abſurd explanations, or by bold 
*« affertions that they are not there, in di- 
ret contradiction to the ſenſe of lan- 
„guage and the whole tenour of thoſe 
_* writings. —They have reduced Chriſ- 
_ © tianity to a mere ſyſtem of ethics, and 
5:66 retain no part of it but the moral, which 
ein fact is no characteriſtic part of it at 
4 all, as this, though in a manner leſs = 
perfect, makes 4 part of every religion 
* which ever appeared in the world. 
his ingenions method of converting 
8 e into 4 fort of) Deiſm, 
08 cannot 
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* cannot fail of acquiring many reſped - 
able proſelytes; for—he, who reyerences 
the name of Chriſtianity, but cannot 


_** afſent to its tenets, is glad to liſt under 


„the ſtandard of any leader, who can 
4 teach him to be a Chriſtian, without ; 
* believing any one e principle of that in- 

& ſtitution.“ . 
e Under the covert wayof profeſional — 
F Chriſtianity they now make their ſtand, _ 
and attack revelation with leſs odium, 1 
« and more ſucceſs, than from the open 
8 plains of profeſſed Deiſm, becauſe many 
are ready to reject the whole ſubſtance 85 


co of the Chriſtian inſtitution, who would | 


"uh be ſhocked at the Ove of f evlinquiſi = 
"0 ing the name.” 
The writers of hs: di Teſament 

bo frequently declare, that the religion . | 

| which they teach, is a myſtery, that is 


 * a revelation of the diſpenſations of God , 
to mankind, which without ſupernatu- = 


00 ral information ye neyer could have 
| 5 N ' diſcoyercd 


* 47 4 
10 ed, thus St. paul fays, Hows 
: « made known to us the myſtery of his will, 
„What then is this myſtery? not the 
4 moral precepts of the goſpel; for they 
are no more a myſtery than the Ethics 
« of Ariſtotle, or the Offices of Cicero: 
4 the myſtery conſiſts alone in theſe very 
doctrines, which the Rationaliſt, ex- 
_ * plodes, becauſe they diſagree with the 
=_—_ concluſions of his reaſon, that i 1s, be- | 
OG © cauſe they are myſteries, as they are 
5b avowed to be os thoſe who. e | 
6 * them.” 5 . 
N blame no one e for want of faith, but 
= for want of lincerity ; ; not for being no 
6c Chriſtian, but for pretending to be one, 
« © without believing. The profeſſed Deiſt 
7 0 gives Chriſtianity fair play; if ſhe can- 
not defend herſelf, let her fall; but the 
rational Obriſtian aſſaſſinates ker! in the 
* dark: the firſt attacks Chriſt, as did the 
6s multitude, with ſwords and ſlaves; 
* the latter, like Judas, betrays bim with 


2 kiſs,” N | ; 
SE In 


13) 


In the he from which theſe 
tt are taken, Mr. Jenyns ſeems to 
have Socinian authors, principally, in 
view. But there are others, who from 
mere prejudice, or indolence, acquieſce, 
with akind of implicit faith, in the funda- 
mental principles of Chriſtianity, and 
| perſuade themſelves that they are good. 
orthodox miniſters. Theſe expoſe. the 
rottenneſs of their hearts, by a general 
| filence on the diſtinguiſhing principles of 

Chriſtianity Or, if they mention them, 
it is evidently in an awkward manner; 
never inſiſting on their abſolute impor- 
tance i in the ceconomy of our redemption; 
but barely proving by argument that 
they are doctrines of revelation and main- 
tained by the primitive church; and in- 
ſinuating, at the ſame time, that they 
are inſcrutable myſteries, about which 
the common people are not at all to con- Þ 
cern themſelves. The chief burden of Þ 
their Tong. 1 is, If i in this life we purſue a 
| Tod ** virtuous 


virtuous conduct, we have a right to be 
* rewarded, and if a vicious, we may 


0 expect to be puniſhed i in another, except 


_ © we prevent it by repentance and refor- 
„ mation, and theſe are always in our 
4 own power” —But, ſays Mr. Jenyns, 
if God had informed us of Nothing 
Tl more, this would have been no revela- 


tion“, at leaſt, not ſuch a revelation as . 


the circumſtances of benighted, guilty, 5 
depraved creatures require. 
In my next letter you ſhall have ome: 
thing more particular of theſe preachers 
of modern Chriſtianity. In the mean 
time, I remain, 381 * 


dee e e 


W.. 
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0 
1 1 
ON PREACHING, 
R E v. 8 1 R, 


yo U complain, that T1 was not ot explicit : 
enough, in my charity ſermon: 1 
ſhall therefore be more particular, and 
will tell you plainly what tha Some- ; 
0 thing” is, which I judged to be wanting : 
in the compoſitions of the clergy. You Sg |; 
not diſpoſed to put the beſt conſtruction 5 
on my words: I ſhall thereſore expreſs my 
ſentiments by quotations from approved 
authors. The quotations, which I ſhall | 
produce, _ exhibit this twoſold charge 
Aa againſt us; firſt, we have lighted revela- 
: tion itſelf; and, ſecondly, the > great objet 5 
of revelation. 5 3 
4 Inſtead of the: clear and beaurife? - 
« ſimplicity and authoriſed ſufficiency of : 
"08 * the holy ſcriptures, | Chriſtian men, 
1 5 I with 


E 
— 1 with I could not ſay, Chriſtian MINI- 
„ $TERS are recommending a more ſure 
6 word or law of nature, formed to puzzle | 
5 e inſtead of informing the underſtanding, | 
leading its deluded followers into ſuch a 
mae of error, as they can never find the 

„way out of, without the hand of grace 
nl and Providence to condud them. 


In, the book intitled, Chriſtianity as old : 


E 5 as the creation, which is eſteemed as one 


-- of the: moſt able defences of Deiſm, it 
ö 1 muſt be obſerved that the author re- 
c ceived his beſt ſupport and ſtrongeſt | 
| 6 evidence from many paſſages extracted 
| 0: BE * from our moſt eminent DIVINES, in what 
« hey have injudiciouſly a . con- 5 
6 cerning the law of nature“. 5 | 

* Our modern philoſophers, nay, and h 
1 ſome of our philoſophizing DIVINES, have | 
too much exalted the faculties of our 
RE fouls. They who would prove religion 


* Weise diſcourſe to ELIH, \ by Dr, Hodges, | 
Provoſt of Oriel College, Oxford. | | 


Ges Dy 


1% 


by reaſon, do but weaken the cauſe. 


« which they endeavour to ſupport: tis 
ce to take away the pillar from our faith, 
EE. « and to prop it only with a twig: 'tis to 
_ + defign a tower like that of Babel, which, 
A jf it were poſſible (as it is not) to reach 

Heaven, would come to nothing by the 


— 8. confuſion of the workmen : for every = 


; C man is building a ſeveral way, impotently f : 
| Bn conceited of his own materials: reaſon _ 
is always ſtriving, and always at a loſs; q 
and of neceſſity it muſt ſo come to 
= * paſs, while 'tis exerciſed about that 
ich is not its proper objeck. Let 
« us be content at laſt to know God by 
his own methods, at leaſt ſo much of 
o him, as he is pleaſed to reveal to us in 
ee the ſacred fcriptures : to apprehend 
| * them to be the word of God, is all our 
„ reaſon has to do; for all beyond it is 
„ the work of faith, which is the ſeal of 
Heaven impreſſed upon our human 
4  underſtanding*, 2 | . 
1 * Dryden's Preſace 1 to hls Religio nail,” | 
From 


For my own part, fix, I confeſs, Vith. 
out revelation, I have not any ſure foun- 

x; dation, upon which 1 can ſecurely reſt. | 
I cannot be fo certainly perſuaded of the 

being and perſections of God, as will be 

fufficient to form in me habits of piety, 


and to direct my conduct: I cannot be 1 5 


certa in that I have a ſoul, or that there i is 
a future ſtate; that there will be a reſur. 0 
10 ſrom the dead; chat there is 1 | 
judgment to come, and a life everlaſting: 
Il do not know what is my own moral 
. character; or, if 2 ſinner againſt God, 
how can be ſaved. The moment 1 loſe 
| ſight of revelation, and begin to think on 
theſe ſubjeds, to read or meditate. upon 
; them, 1 ina philoſophical way, I begin ta 
doubt of them all, and feel the force ofan : 


_ obſervation. of Monſieur Paſcal, The 


: . metaphiſical pros of God are ſo very 
intricate, and ſo far removed from the 
common reaſoning of men that they 
«+ ftrike with little force; or, at beſt, the 

0 4 5 + impreſ- 
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. impreſſion continues but a ſhort ſpace, 
and men, the very next hour, fall back 
1 into their old jealouſies, : and their perpe- 
* tual fear and ſuſpicion of being deceiy- 
« ed”. And, fir, I think infinite diſſer- 
| : vice bas been done to the cauſe of truth, 
: religion, and Chriſtianity, by the attempts | 
which have been made, to delineate, what 
is called, The religion of nature; to de- 
monſtrate the Being and attributes of . 
5 God, by the force of reaſon and argumen- 
tation; and to eſtabliſh the practice of 
. virtuous actions on certain immutable re- - 
| lations and fitnelles of things— an attempt 
which our divines have been making for 


near a century paſt. They ought never 


„ complain of the multitude of infidels, 
| Deiſts, Socinians. and prolligates, (fince 

| they themſelves built the neſt 1 in which 
| theſe have been hatched and foſtered) 
but ſhould thank themſelves for all the 
| miſchief which has been done. 


Whatever knowledge of God we e have, 
© OP 


Tr | 


or can have, on phi'oſophical principles 


"88-3 


will ever be ineffectual. That light is too 
feeble to convince the judgment, too 
weak to warm the heart, and inſpire it 


with ſentiments of virtue and a ſufficient 


diſpoſition to practice it. What then can 


be more abſurd, or more pernicious, than 
ſorſaking the holy Scriptures, in which is 
the moſt engaging diſplay of divine truths 8 
urged upon the conſcience by the com- 
manding authority of the word of God; 
and ſubſtitating a frigid ſtrain of abſtract 
: reaſoning, utterly unintelligible to the 
7 generality of mankind? The ſimpleſt pea- 
ſant, who knows Jeſus Chriſt, knows more 
of God than a Clarke can demoſtrate E 
is Being and attributes, by argument; 5 
and is better acquainted with the cha- 
racter of the Supreme Being than all the 
philoſophers and ſages of antiquity. The 
light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God is given in the face of Jeſus Chriſt: 
Here the whole Deity is known at once, 


( 26 ) 
28 far a5 man is capable of knowing him 
in this world. And this light is ſanctify- 
ing: it changes us into the ſame i image 


from glory to glory: it inſpires the heart | 


with divine virtue; and makes us move 
Properly in our ſphere ; as, ſome tell us, 
| the light which iſſues from the ſun impels 
- the earth to make its diurnal revolution. 
Will you, fir, yenture to aſlert, that 
| the pradtice of our clergy has expreſſed - 
che determination of St. Paul, to know 
nothing among their people, but Jeſus . 
Chriſt and him crucified : ? Will you ſay 
that we have ſufficiently preached Chriſt 


= and his unſearchable riches? that the 


| Image of the inviſible God hath been ſet 

forth in all his glory? that the people 5 
have ſeen his glory; and, in conſequence 
ol this, that univerſal acclamations of joy 
and triumph are ſounding through our 
land, of Hallelujah to the ſon of David. 

of © Salvation to Him that ſitteth on the 

* throne, and to the Lamb that was ſlain, 
| * and 


i 27 = 
=. nd hath ndenined us to God by his 


6 blood” ? Verily, you can be guilty of 
- bold aſſertions; but, if you uſe them in 
this cafe, the vox populi will contradict 
you; their practices, the prevailing in- 
flux of ſcepticiſm, infidelity, and profane- 
neſs will contradict you; Dr. Hodges, 
and Archbiſhop Secker too will contra- | 
dict you. 1 was provoked (honeſtly 1 
bk hope) to ſay ſo much as J have ſaid 
Kupon this topic, upon being aſſured 
1 that many of the favourite pulpit 
* orators in the chief towns of Eng- 
land have generally ſo little of Chriſtianity 
« in their compoſitions, that it cannot 
0 appear from any thing that is ſaid. that 
a a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt is the ſpeaker: 
: and the greateſt character of a modern 
« polite preacher is, that he entertains 
very well; that is, he harangues with- _ 
* out any aſſiſtance from his bible As 
Atis vanity threatens the deſtruction of this 
_ * church, as it 1 wee did, not without 
5 0 > 


— - 


, 4 * N " 
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ve effect. that of Corinth, I thought it it not 7 | 
£6 6 improper to publith ſuch a cautionary | 
: ce dehortation from this filly and wicked 1 
* pride and apoſtacy, in hopes it may 5 
check the growth of this unbecoming, : 
8 pernicious practice. A -_ 


* Tt is grievous to ſee rational beings, 


2M « Chriſtian men, nay ſometimes Chriſtian | 
« MINISTERS, miſpending their time and 
«+ ſtudies in ſuch purſuits, and teaching 
« others by the moſt forcible inftrution 1 


« —that of example—that many « other au- 


40 * thors deſerve a more near and careful 5 
« peruſal, than the inſpired Writers. 
« What will be the conſequence here and 


6 hereafter, of thus following ſhadows in- 


A ftead of the ſubſtance, of this contemp- 
tuous treatment of the book ef life, is not 


matter of private judgment. 


0 As the ſtudy of the ſcriptures Ke 


| 5 been generally neglefed, and a preference 


given to almoſt any other writer in the : 
5 * eſteem e of many, who would vs ought 5 
. 5 


(29) 


wy perſons. of penetration and judgment, 

K jt will behove the clergy more particu- 
K ]arly to conſider, whether, they have 
any way countenanced this vicious, 
= falſe taſte. Tf they have been more 

OM careful to ſet off and exemplify the 
w beauties of the Grecian and Roman 

| « writers, than thoſe of the ſacred penmen : ; 

« If they lay more fireſs upon the autho- 

M8 rity of philoſophers and human wiſdom, 
chan upon the foundation and precepts 
7 + of Prophets and Apoſtles: 3 if they have 
6 been . ent upon, or induſtriouſſy careful 
* to obſcure, by ſpreading a falſe gloſs over 
40 * ſuch doctrinal principal points as are en 
a titled to a priority of order and dignity, 
«6 what will they ſay to their Maſter, when 
: « they are ſummoned to give an account 
of their ſtewardſhips“? Surely, ſir, it 
| will not be a ſufficient juſtification of ; 
_ themſelves, to ſay, that, about Chriſtmas, 8 
Eaſter, Whitſunday, they have preached | 
ſomething * about the death of Chriſt, the 7 
; > * reſurreQion, divine grace.“ | | 


The E 
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The Glowing extract was given me ie by i 
: a friend: it was taken from the Biſhop of 
Exeter's * laſt charge to che in clergy 97 1 his 
dioceſe, Sept. 2, 17 48. 


% My Brethren. — 1 beg you ll rife 


_ © up with me againlt moral preaching. 
We have long been attempting the re- 
40 ſormation of the nation by diſcourſes of 


: o this kind. With what ſucceſs? ? why, 
none at all. On the contrary, we we have 


Bi dexterouſly preached the people into 


« downright infidelity. —We muſt change 


our voice: we muſt preach Chriſt and 


"66 him crucified... — Nothing but the goſpel 
„ is; ; nothing will be found to be, the 


% power of God unto ſalvation beſides. 


Let me therefore again and again re- 


„ queſt, may I not add, let me charge 


through his Name — preach the Lo rd 
ep who bought us 
bo * through his blood— 


1 redemption 
preach we wy 


3 1 wit this was. s Lavington. | 


4 31 9 


0 ing of the great High-Prieft, He who 10 N 


lievetn ſhall be ſaved — preach repentance 


« toward Cod, and faith i in our Lord Je- 


00 « ſus Chriſt,” — 


+ The topics and principles. on which 
1 we ſorm our diſcourſes muſt be whotly 7 
4 Chriſtian, The various motives to virtue 
Vand all goodneſs, which may be drawn 
from the great dodrines of the Chriſtian | 
« revelation, as they are infinitely more : 


perſuaſive and affecting than all others; 


e ſo they ſhould be conſtantly and earneſily _ 
__ * impreſſed on our hearers. To live, as 


« becometh the goſpel, is the duty of 


« Chriſtians, and therefore to preach that : 
« goſpel, muſt be the - proper duty of 


: 8h * Chriſtian miniſters N 


| Archbiſhop Secker mentions two ſorts. 
ol people, irreligious perfons of every de- 
| ſcription, and a new ſect, he means, I 
ſuppoſe, the Methodiſts, who blame ſome 
of the clergy” for non. reſidence, en of | 


53 Biſhop Hurd's + Obarge, 
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i ſor indie reſidence: and E third = 

ſort for their offenſive conduct: ; and then 

adds; It is not rendering to them rail- 
ing for railing; it is not ridiculing them, 

0 eſpecially 3 in terms bordering on profaneneſs, 
5% affecting more gravely to hold them in 

: '* contempt ; it is not doing them the ho- 

« nour of miſcalling other perſons of more 
« than ordinary ſeriouſneſs by their name.“ 
. (0 that Clericus had obſerved the counſel. 
of this moderate Prelate! 95 that will pre- 
vent the continuance of the increaſe of: 

0 the harm, which they are doing. The 5 
80 only way is. for the clergy to imitate 
0 and emulate what is good in them, a- 
» voiding what is bad: to attend their 

» cures, ediſy their pariſhioners with a- 
( wakening, but rational, and ſcriptural, 

_ ** diſcourſes; converſe much with them, ; 
a8 Watchmen for their ſouls; be ſober, grave, 
« temperate, and ſhew themſelves in all things 

patterns of good works, If the people ſee, 
250.07 but imagine, their miniſter urwil-. 

5 ling | 
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5 « Hug 1 to take more pains about them, or 
* preſerve more guard upon himſelf than 
for ſhame he muſt, no wonder if it alie- 
4 nates them powerfully both from him 
and his doctrine: : whereas when they 
by perceive. him careful to inſtruct them, | 
and go before them, in whatever is their 
duty to do, they will hearken to him 
„with great regard, when he cautions 
= « them againſt over-doing; ; and be un- | 


likely to ſeek for imaginary improve- 
ments abroad from irregularities and 2 
a extravagancies, whilſt they experience | 
* themſelves really improved at home in 8 
5 an orderly eſtabliſned method. : 
Hut then, to improve them eledtually ; 
Us to their future happineſs, as well as to 
* filence falſe accuſers; you mult be aſ- 
* ſiduous in teaching the principles, not 
only of virtue and natural religion, but 
of THE GOSPEL, not as almoſt explained 5 
away by modern refiners, but as the truth 


* is in e ; as it is taught ves the church | 
eg Ee OT” 


(4) 


0 of which: you re; as s you have 
engaged, by your ſubſcriptions and de- 
"of clarations, that you will teach it your. 


_ 00 ſelves. 7 You muſt preach to them faith 


« in the ever-bleſſed Trinity: and vindi- 
'** cate, when it is requiſite, thoſe parts of 
our creeds, and offices which relate to 

det article, from the very unjuſt i impu- 

« tations of abſurdity and uncharitable- 
*« neſs which have been caſt upon them, 

Lou muſt ſet forth the original corrup- 
tion of our nature; our redemption, ace 

8 eording to God's eternal purpoſe i in Chriſt, 
by the ſacrifice of the croſs ; our ſanc- 

. tification by the influences of the Divine 

5 Spirit; the inſufficiency of our own 

25 good works, and the efficacy of faith to 

57 « e : yet handling theſe points in 

1 WY doctrinal, not a controverſial manner, 

. 6 unlefs particularly called. to it; and 

| * even then treating adverſaries with 
« mildneſs and pity, not with bitterneſs 
0 5 or immoderate vehemence. e 


me 


1 


„The truth, I fear, is, that MAxv, it 
Nor MOST OF us, HAVE DWELT TOO 
** LITTLE ON THESE DOCTRINES in our fer- 
_*-mons: by no means, in general, from | 
1 e e or lighting them; but 
* I doubt whether the candour of this moderate 
Prelate do not ſuppoſe what is not true in fact; and 
fear that the ſilence, he ſpeaks of, on thoſe dodrinal, 
principal points, which are entitled to a priority of 
order and dignity, is in a great meaſure owing to un- 
| belief. He, who really believes them, will feel the _ 
re kindle, and ſpeak with his tongue the things which 


he has ſeen and heard. Thy words were found, 
and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the 
-—&$ 


(e 


© brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that 
** yea, wo is unto me, if I preach not the goſpel. The 


é love of Chriſt conftraineth us, ouyeyel totos 
* poſſidet ac aun ut ejus afflatu qual corepti aga- | 


Fe mus omnia.“ | Bea. 


joy and rejoicing of my heart. —His word was in 
mine heart as a burning fire ſhut up in my bones, 8 
and I was weary with forbearing, and 1 could not : 
ſlay.” Jeremiah. —“ For Zion's ſake I will not 
hold my peace, and ſor eruſalem' s ſake I will not 
* reſt, until the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as 


5 D 2 . | 51 partly 


4.99 . 
partly from knowing, that formerly rhey 
have been inculcated beyond their pro- 
portion, and even to the diſparagement 
* of Chriſtian obedience; partly from 
* fancying them ſo generally received and 
remembered, that little needs to be ſaid, 
but on ſocial obligations; partly again 
from not having ſtudied theology 
. « deeply enough, to treat of them ably 
« and beneficially: God grant it may 
never have been for want of inwardly ex- 
EZ. * periencing their i importance. But what- 
ever be the cauſe, the effect hath been 
| lamentable. Our people have grown 
leſs and leſs mindful, firſt of the diſtin- 
* guiſhing articles of their creed, then, as 
* will always be the caſe, of that one, 
„ which they hold in common with the 
* heathens ; have forgot in effe& their 
1 Creator, as well as their Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier; ſeldom or never ſeriouſly 
4 worſhipping him, or thinking of the ſtate 
& of their fouls 1 in relation to him; but flat 
8 ' tering 


6ꝛ—ͤMDww 


tat: 


8: : tering nes that what they are 


_ 4pleaſed to call a moral and harmleſs life, 
a though far from being either, 1 is the « one 


1 0 thing needful. 


Reflections have been made upon usof 
I « different natures, and with different views, 
« on account of theſe things, by Deiſts, by 
6 Papiſts, by brethren of our own, which 
it is eaſy to ſhew have been much too 
„ ſevere. But the only complete vindica- 
tion of ourlelyes will be to preach fully 


$6 None frequently the doctrines, which ve 


Lare unjuſtly * accuſed of caſting off or 
1 eee yet ſo, as to reſerve al- 


„ways a due ſhare of our diſcourſes, 


* which it is generally reported ſome of our 
** cenfurers do not, for the common du. 
6 ties of common life, as did our Savi- 8 
our and his Apoſtles. But hen we muſt 
* enforce them chiefly by motives peculiarly 


5 Gary ian; 1 will not lay, only. by ſuch, 


Not unjully, as the Archbiſhop 5s own confeſſion | 
exidences, e N 
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big for the Seripice adds ahi And 


while we urge on our  hearers the neceſ- 
66 « ſity of univerfal holineſs, we muſt urge 


: # equally that of theirbeing found i in Chriſt ; 
© not having their 0wn' righteouſneſs, wick is 
ef the law, but the eee which is of 

* * God by faith.” 


0. It will by.x no means ſuffice to ck 


= © them outward regularity and decency; 5 
and let tbem fancy they have religion 


> © enough, when they come to church 


| is which is not e * goſpel Fee 


„pretty conſtantly. and live as well as 


; « their neighbours: though, in ſome re- 
5 ſpects ill. and, ſcarce in any well from a 


a principle of conſcience. Or be they 


oy from a ſenſe of duty ever ſo honeſt, and 
| % ſober, and chaſte, and beneficent ; ; ano- 
= ther indiſpenſable part of morals is the 
Db * diſcipline of the inward man. And at- 
ſectionate piety is full as neceſſary, as 

* morals can be: and goſpel piety * no 
i X leſs than natural. 


TI Ten is ; not any true Reh bez 95 piety; ; that 


(39) 


66 Here then lay your foandation t 4 


+ ſet before your people the lamentable 

0 condition of fallen man, the numerous 

| * aQual fins, by which they have made it 

| * worle, the redemption wrought out for 

| *them by Jeſus Chrift, the nature and 
importance of true faith in him, their 
+ abſolute need of the grace of the Divine | 
| * Spirit in order to obey his precepts. 
| This will be addreſſing yourſelves 10 

; « them as Chriſtian Miniſters ought to 
« Chriſtian hearers. The holy ſcriptures 

« will furniſh you with matter for it abun- 

« dantly. Short and plain reaſonings, 
founded on their authority, will dart 

1 * conviction into every mind: whereas 
il your doctrine and your ſpeech be not 

1 * that of their bibles; if you contradict, 


Ng or explain away, or paſs over in filence, 


any thing taught there, they who are 

beſt contented with you, will learn lit- 5 

* *©tlefrom you; and others will be offend- 

= ed, and quit you when they can. We 
: -D Vf. e 
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« ove; in fact loſt many of our people to 
* ſectaries by not preaching in a manner 
& ſufficiently evangelical : and ſhall neither 

: 'T recover them from the extravagancies, 
e into which they have run, nor keep more 
80 & from going over to them, but by return- 
« ing to the right way: declaring all the 

2 counſel of God ; and that principally, not 
in the words, which man's wiſdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth”. 
I will conclude with wiſhing a revival 
| of ſacred literature, an experimental ac- 


aquaintance with the truths of the goſpel, 


and an ardent zeal to propa pats the KNOW- 
5 ledge of them in the world. „ 


Your humble feryant, 


Tk 
ALT * i 1 m 
8 p 1 1 1 FA 11 3 FRY 0. 


Tronia gi fe Jum ſub voce jocantem, 


1 sr. GRAM, | 


. is not uncommon with fome people | 
to ſay and unſay 1 in the ſame di icourſe, 


: - is, to contradict themſelves: for ex- 


ample, to tell an audience that Chriſt is i 
their Saviour, and thiat they will be ac- 
= ceptable to God through his merits ; and 
then to overturn all they have unwilling- 
ly uttered, or darkly hinted, on this ſub- 

| jet, by aſſuring them, that a virtuous and 
| good life will certainly tranſport them to 


the realms of bliſs : that they are to be 


ſaved by faith; but, that good works are : | 
the conditions of ſalvation : that they 
mould pray for grace and the aſſiſtance of 


* 
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0 the Hide Spirit; 5 and PV decliming 5 
againſt enthuſiaſtic pretenſions to extra- 
ordinary inſpiration, aſſure them, that the 

Holy Spirit's influence was confined to 
the Apoſiles' days; and, to be yet more 
inconſiſlent, affirming, that all men have 
the Holy Spirit, but that his operations 
cannot be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of our 
own reaſon, Having ſuch approved pre- 
cedents to juſtify my conduct, I ſhall in 
this letter contradict all that has been . 
1 ſaid i in the foregoing epiſiles, by a quota- 5 
= t tion from The Eccleſi taſtical Caradteriſtics. 7 
And I am the more willing to do this, in 
charity, becauſe it may ſave you the 
trouble of that intenſe application and 
care,“ which, it ſeems, are neceſſary 10 


** condenſe your thoughts" in another letter 
to the ReQor of Dowles. Here, fir, you 


have an anſwer to all that can be ſaid for 

goſhellers and goſpel preachers" ready form- 
etl to your bands. It contains a complete 
N vin dication of thoſe moderate Diyines, 5 


"ho 


( 43 1 


has puſs FILED life in a ſober j jog trot, . 
contented, if they do no good, that they 
are not guilty of doing much harm, by 
_ diſturbing men's minds, in Ig a great 
buſtle about religion. 


A good preacher muſt have the fol- 


ik « lowing ſpecial marks and ſigns of a ta- 


= lent for preaching. 1. His ſubjects 
© muſt be confined to ſocial duties. 2. He 
+ nw} recommend them only from ra- 


« tional conſiderations, viz. the beauty 


e comely proportions of virtue, 
*and its advantages in the preſent life, 
% without any regard to a future flate ok 
of more extended ſelf. intereſt. 3. His 
. authorities muſt be drawn from heathen 
« writers, NONE, Or as few as pollible, 5 
from Scripture. 4. He muſt be verx 
* unacceptable to the common people: 5 
__ * Theſe four marks ofa good preacher, 

« or rules for preaching well, (for they 
e ſerve equally for both purpoſes) I ſhall i 

1 endenyonr didindiy to illuſtrate and 


. confirm, 


- 


= 


Ct 


. . the. this! important branch of - 
my ſubject may be fully underſtood. 
As 10 the firſt of theſe rules. That a 
& preacher' 5 lubjects maſt be confined 
* to © ſocial duties,” it is quite neceſſary 
25 in a x moderate man, becauſe his mode- 
2 ration teaches him to avoid all the x, 
« high flights of evangelic enthuſiaſm, | 
and the myſteries of grace, which the 
common people are ſo fond of. It may 
7 be obſerved, nay, it is obſerved, that 


« all of our lamp avoid the word grace UE 


« as much as poſſible, and have agreed 3 
to ſubſtitute the moral virtues in the 
room of the graces of the Spirit, which 
. „ the orthodox expreſſion. And 
* indeed it is not in this only, but in all 
a other caſes, that we endeavour to im- 
0 prove the phraſeology, and ſhow, that 
beſides ſentiment, even in language it- 
2 ſelf, we are far ſuperior to, and wiſer 
* than our forefathers before us. I could 
” ſhew this by a | Sreat many examples, 8 


. but 5 


4: 03-3 
+ but that it would be too tedious; and 
therefore only add, to the one men- 
«© tioned above, that where an ancient 
orthodox man, or even an old-faſhioned _ 
modern, that thinks religion can never 
_ * be mended, either in matter or manner, 
would have ſaid, a great degree of ſandti- 
\ * fication, a man of moderation and po- 
4 liteneſs will ſay, a high bitch of virtue. 
% Now, as this is the caſe, it is plain a 
moderate preacher muſt confine his ſuh- 
4 jects to ſocial duties chiefly, and not | 
+ inſiſt on ſuch paſſages of ſcripture as 
* " by the very repetition of them, 
contaminate his ſtyle, and may perhaps 
* « diffuſe a rank ſmell of orthodoxy arp 
a the whole of his diſcourle, 


1 | „ After all, I cannot refuſe, that it 18 

e ſtill a more excellent way, for thoſe who 

. 1 have talents equal to the undertaking, 
* to ſeize an orthodox text, explain it 

quite away from its ordinary ſenſe, and 

. conſtrain it to Peak the main parts of 
= our 
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* our own ſcheme. Thus a noble chani- 
__ «+ pion of ours choſe once for his ſubject, 
* Rom. viii. 2. For the law of the Spirit of life, 
s in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from the 
4 law of ſin and death: which he explained 
VLin this manner, the law of the Spirit of 
Life, that is, the moral ſenſe—; in Chriſt. 
o Jef, which is the ſum of the Chriſ. 
61 tian religion, > 7 The advantage of | 
co this way is, that it is tearing the wea- 
hh pons out of the hands of the orthodox, 5 


and turning them againſt themſelves. 
And it may perhaps, in time, have the 
effect to make our hearers affix our 


| on ſenſe to their beloved ſcriptures; or at : 


* leaſt, which is the next thing, prevent 


| them from being able to find any other. 


„However I muſt acknowledge, that ; 


Ny 66 this: way of doing i is not for every man's 


management; and therefore I continue 


IS. © my advice to the generality, ſtill to ad- F: 
* here to the rule as firſt delivered. 


5 The ſecand rule will be uy: confirm- 5 
| N ed. 5 


Ip 


4% 3: 
ed, That duties are to be recommended 
only from rational conſiderations. What 
can be imagined more fooliſh than to 
by contradict this? If there be any thing £ 
in a ſermon different from rational con- 
. « ſiderations, it muſt be irrational, that is 
4 to fay, abſurd. It is in this part of our 
ſcheme that we moderate men obtain a 
„ glorious triumph over our adverſaries 
; * and deſpiſers. Who but muſt ſmile, 
uvhenthey hear the contemptible, vulgar, 
ignorant, hot-headed (Vagrant Orators 5 
be. Long-winded Preachers) or filly women, 
led captive by them at their will, ſay- 
Ling, they do not love this rational way 
of going to heaven. . 
But to explain this ak a little 
06 farther, the rational way of preaching 
N 0 18 ſometimes ſet in oppoſition tn the 
e pathetic way of raiſing the paſſions. 
his laſt is what we greatly diſapprove _ 
* of: there is ſomething immoderate in 
« * the very idea of Fang: the e paſſions; | 
and 


4 


0 hed therefore it is contrary to our cha- 
40 racter: nor was it ever known, that a 5 
8 truly moderate man raiſed or moved 


1 affection in his hearers, unleſs per- 


8 & haps the affection of anger againſt him- 
elf. We leave that to your vehement 
6 bawlets, or your whining lamenters, 


« that are continually telling, they will | 


hend and be ſpent for the ſalvation of their 
ue hearers, which Lotd Shafteſbury ele- 
„ gantly derides, by calling it The heroic 
** paſſion of ſaving ſouls. And let any un- 
8 prejudiced perſon judge, whether there 
« js not ſomething. valtly great, ſome- 
* thing like an heroic fortitude in that 
man, that can talk of ſuture judgment, 
£ R heaven and hell, with as much coolneſs 4 
* and indifference as if it were a common 
oy matter. To ſay the truth, indeed, we 
do not often meddle with theſe alarm- 
ing themes. However, as 1 obſerved 
upon the firſt mark of a good preacher, 
8 chat it iS s glorious to rob the orthodox 
N 


4 „% 


** ofa text, „ and make it bend to our plan; 
9 ſo it is alſo an uncommon excellence to 
« treat theſe ſubjeas with calmneſs, and 
« to prove that we ought to do lo. Thus 
6; a great proficient in our way, lately 
15 preaching upon Acts XXIV. 25. where _ 
Paul made Felix to tremble by his diſ. 
« courſe, proved from it, that miniſters 


66 ought not to raiſe the paſſions of their 


« hearers. An ignorant obſerver would | 
% have thought that the paſſion of terror : 
was raiſed in Felix, to a great degree, 
*and thathe was little better than a Cam- 
buſlang convict. But mark the lucky 
* expreſſion our hero got hold of: As he. 

** reaſoned of righteouſneſs, dec. as he reaſon- 
* ed, that is, argued, and proved by ra- 
0 tional conſiderations, | | 


« This example gives me a fine oppor- . 
© tunity of making a kind of contraſt, 
and ſhewing from fact, the difference ba 
* tween an orthodox and a moderate 

Preacher. I mylelt Wen one ol the firſt 
„ Vll! * Kink 


5 | 


bind upon the text juſt now mentioned, 


: $5 ane" his firſt obſervation was, That the - 
8 Apoſtle Paul was a faithful reprover; 
** ſpeaking home to Felix, 1. Of Tighte- 


« ouſneſs ; to convince him of any iniqui- 


* ty he had been guilty of in his govern- © 

„% ment. 2. Of temperance ; which, he ſaid, 7 
N « ſhould be tranſlated continence, and was 

5 « probably intended as a reproof t to him 


5 and Druſilla, who. were ling i 


5 8 * adultery. His next and main . 5 


0 vation WAS, That Felix was convicted, 


but Neiſed his convidtions, and de- 
5 layed his repentance, ſaying, Go thy way 
: « for this time; when I have a convenient ſea- 


en, Iwill call for thee, Then followed 
. great deal of ſtuff, which I do not in- 
** cline to tranſcribe ; but it was juſt what 


the vulgar call experimental preaching, 

« I ſuppoſe to diſtinguiſh 1 it from rational. 
But how contrary to this did our mo- 

5 « derate friend? He firſt obſerved, that 
*% St. Paul was a a moral, or a legal preacher, 
. dit : 


5 „ 
_ « diſcourling of righteouſneſs and temperance, 
without a word oof faith: and then that he 

U was a reaſoning preacher, that did not ſtrive 

« to raiſe people's paſſions, but informed 

10 their judgment. 1 was indeed a little 
« diſappointed upon conſulting the ori- 
. ginal, to find that the word uſed, which i is 
0 Se α,fA, ſignifies only, continuing : 


« his diſcourſe, and ſo might be either 


in the reaſoning or pathetic way; but I 

« was ſatisfied by reflecting, that the 

G word evidently includes both, and lo 
00 reaſoning being the beſt, it is to be ſup- 
0 poſed the Apoſlle preferred it. 
. Agrecably to this rule, Lord Shafts- 
bs bury, and after him: a bright luminary 
* of our. own church, gives an advice to 
« all moderate clergymen, not to affect 

« thar idle title of ambaſſadors c or plenipoten.- 
 * taries from heaven, ſo fondly claimed by 
zealots: and I take the liberty to ſup- 
* poſe, that the reaſon of the advice was 
G the lame in both, Viz, That under this 
E I, charadler 5 


1 52 


" charafler Nabel, put on an air 07 authority, 
and deliver their meſſage with a pathos, to 
4 which they would otherwiſe have been ſtran- 
gers. His lordſhip indeed explodes the 
1 conceit ſufficiently; he aſks, Gentlemen, 
4% where is your commiſſion ? how has it been 
"i * conveyed ? where are the letters-patent ? where 
lie credentials? with many more queſtions, 


o ealter for. his lordſhip. to alk, than wa 


** sour PERSONS to anſwer. 


oy The third. rule, Viz, recommending 


5 6 virtue from the authority and example 


ol the heathens, 3 is not only proper, be- 


5B © cauſe they were very virtuous, but hath 


© this manifeſt advantage attending it, 


that it is a proper way of reaſoning to 


tv quite oppoſite kinds of perſons, 


. One i is, ſuch as are real Chriſtians, who 
«will be aſhamed by the ſuperior excel 


&& lence of mere Heatliens, as they call 


. them, and whom they ſo much deſpiſe, 
; « The other is, our preſent living Hea- 


chens, who] pay? no regard to the Chriſtian 
. * religion 


456 


a alien at all; and therefore will only wy 
« he moved by the authority of the per- 
4 ſons they eſteem. It is well known, 
there are multitudes in our iſland, who 
« reckon Socrates and Plato to have been 
much greater men than any of the Apoſ- 
« tles, although (as the moderate preacher 
I mentioned lately told his hearers) 
= the Apollle Paul had an univerſity- edu- | 
cation, and was inſtructed in logic by 
« profeſſor Gamaliel. Therefore let reli. 
gion be conſtantly and uniformly called 
« virtue, and let the Heathen philoſophers 
abe ſet up as the great patterns and pro- 
* moters of i it. Upon this head, I muſt 
© particularly recommend M. Antoninus : 
by name, becauſe an eminent perſon of 
ite moderate charaderſays, his medita- | 
tions is the BEST book that ever was 
© written for forming the heart. Z | 
But perhaps the laſt part of this third 
„rule will be thought to need moſt illuſ- . 
0 ration and defence, viz. That NONE at : 


34 
all, or very little uſe is to be made of ſerip 
ture. And, really, to deal plainly, the 
L 5's oreat reaſon of this is, that very few of 
the ſcripture motives and arguments are 
« of the moderate ſtamp; the moſt of them 
Lare drawn from orthodox principles: 
* for example, the Apoltle Paul cannot 
Leven ſay, Huſbands love Jour wives, but 


e his argument and example comes in theſe 


« words, as Chriſt a % loved. the Church. 
: « The Apoſtle John alſo ſpeaks i ina very 
5 © myſterious way, of union with Chriſt, 
and abiding in him, in order to bring 
* forth fruit, which 1 is his Way of ſpeak- 
0 ing for a virtuous life. Now let any 
« indifferent perſon judge, how this kind 
« of expreſſion, and others of the like na- 
ny ture, ſuch as mortifying the deeds of 
Gf body through the ſpirit, w ould agree 
with the other parts of our diſcourſes: 
* they would be like oppolite kinds 
| oC of fluids which will not compound; they 


0 would be June heterogeneous, which 
g ; ; 6b 18 


A 
«is getan all the rules of fine writing, 
and hinders it from being an uniform, 

_ « heautiful, and comely whole. Horace, 


: & in his Art of Poetry, gives this ; as his : 
5 very firſt obſeryation. | 


Humano capltt cervicem pitor equinam | 


; Jangore ee — :—d — — 


8 Which my learned really cannot fail | 
both to remember and underſtand, and : 
e which I deſire him to apply to this ſub- 
« ject we are now upon. If it be faid, 
e ſermons are not poems, and therefore 
© not to be compoſed by the rules of po- 
; « try: I anſwer, it is a miſtake; many of 
our ſermons, eſpecially thoſe compoſed 
« © by the younger fort among us, are po- 
| « ems; at leaſt they are full of poetical | 
flights, which comes much to the ſame 
thing: not to mention that the rule fe 


3 « agrees equally to proſe and poetry. 


Ihe fourth and laſt rule for a preacher, 
* is, that he muſt be very unacceptable to the 
* people, The Speer 1 remember. ſome- 
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here ſays, that moſt of the critics in 

bo Great Britain ſeem to act as if the firſt 
rule of dramatic writing were, not to 
6 pleaſe. Now what they make the firſt 
= C rule of writing plays. I make che laſt 


rule for compoſing ſermons; not as be- 
1 ing the leaſt, but the moſt important. 0 
1 = It i is indeed the grand criterion, the moſt 
5 0 indiſpenſible rule of all. Though one 
"0. ſhould pretend to adhere to all the for- 7 
„mer rules, and be w anting in this alone, 
« he would be no more than 4 ſounding 
« * braſs, or a tinkling cymbal; pardon the 
e expreſſion, the importance of the mat- 
ter requireth it. Iſhall put a caſe; Sup- 
« poſea man ſhould have the approba- 
ee tion of the ve ry beſt judges, viz. thoſe 
« w hoſe talle ve ourſelves allow to be good, 
« if at the ſame time he happens to be 
«& acceptable to the common people, it is 
| on a ſign that he mull have ſome ſubtile re- 
„ fined fault, which has eſcaped the ob- 
26 ſervation of the | a judges aforeſaid; 
ro  W for ; 
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0 for there i is no man even of our own | 
fraternity, ſo perfect and uniform in 
«;udging right, as the common people 
* are in judging wrong. 
„ I hope there is little need of aſſigning 
1 reaſons for this great characteriſtic of 
« the art of preaching; I ſuppoſe i it will 
4 be allowed to be, if not altogether, at 
« leaſt next to ſelf-evident; all the ſeveral | 
Kreaſons that have been given for the 
particular maxims of moderation, con- 
45 ur in eſtabliſling this; for the people 8 
: I are all declared enemies of moderation, : 


in its principles and practice; and there- 


4 fore if moderation be right, they muſt 
be wrong, There is a known ſtory of 
ci an Heathen Orator, who, when the 
common people gave a ſhout of ap- 
an plauſe, during his pronouncing an ora- 
© tion, immediately turned about to a 
« friend, and aſked him, what miſtake 
Tp had committed. Now if an audi. _ 
? * ence of vulgar Heathens was allowed to 


« de . 
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1 


uu be ſo infallibly wrong in their judgment. 8 
40 the ſame thing mult hold a fortiors, in an : 


* audience of vulgar Chriſtians. 
From this it evidently follows, that 
a popular preacher eſſentially ſignifies 


5 a bad preacher; and it is always ſo un- 
derſtood by us, whenever we uſe the ex- 


preſſion. If we but hear it reporied of 


« any one, that he is very popular among 


T the lower ſort, we are under no dith- 


0 culty of giving his character, without 


t« having heard ini preach ourſelves. In this 


35 caſe, fame is a certain guide to truth, : 
PE... by being inverted; for we deteſt and 
« deſpiſe him, preciſely in the ſame pro- 
portion that the people admire him. 
: On the other hand, the truly moderate | 
man is not only above the applauſe of tlie 
* multitude, but he glories in their ha- 


4. ere and rejoices in bimſelf, in propor- | 
tion as he has been ſo happy as to pro- 


| 6 Lohe and diſoblige them. Of this I 


could sive leyeral notable examples, 
+ were 
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ore it not chat it muſt certainly: offend : 


66 their modeſty, not only to praiſe them 
155 & in print, but even to F their 
oy « higheſt virtues, | Fo 
es * But now, upon the whole, as a great 
* critic obſerves; that there 1 is ſometimes 


more beauty ſhewn in a compoſition, : 


bk by receding from the rules of art, when 
an important point is to be gained, than 


B by strich adhering to them; fo, all 
| * theſe rules notwithſtanding. it ſhall be 
| _ *% allowable for any moderate man, upon 
* an extraordinary eee e to break 
We are well 
« ſatisfied, that Mr. Tr of Norwich, 
and ſuch like firſt-rate writers, mould 
„make pompous collections of ſcripture- 


+ them for a good end. 


+ texts, as their truly laudable intention 
C18, by altering Chr: Vanity to reconcile. 


it to moderation and common ſenſe; 


44 and to find out a meaning to words, 
"which. the writers of them, as living i in : 


65 the ” 


— Er DD 


1 


= the” infancy of the Church, had not. 


| 00 diſcernment enough to intend.” 


I am ſo tired by tranſcribing, that I 


, muſt W wor abrupuy.. 


Your humble ſervant, | 


W. * 


| 1287. 
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APPLICATION or ITY sunjvers 


or THE FORMER LETTERS, 


R E V. SIR, 


JF HE E Fedef aſtical Charatleriſtics a are ge- 


ſpoon, a miniſter of the Kirk of Scotland, 


and now Preſident of the college of New 
Jerſey, in America. -Dr, Witherſpoon 2 


nerally attributed to Dr. Wither- 


wrote A ſerious Apology for the Character- 
iſtics; in which he tells us the Biſhop of 


London greatly commended that per- 


: ſormance, and laid of it, « It. ſeems only 
directed againſt a certain party of the | 


= Church of Scotland; but we have many 


in England to whom the characters are very 


hs applicable,” | The late Biſhop of Glou- 
ceſter too, the learned Dr. Warburton com- 


mended it in theſe words, 5 | A fine piece : 
A | raillery againſt, a party: to which we 


« are 6 


= 5 . 
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are no ſtrangers here,” 1 bean, hats 
teſtimonies will juſtify the extract from 
this performance, which 1 gave you in . 
my laſt letter: and will prevent a furmiſe 
that J have 5 gone ſar out of my way to 
borrow a cap, or Scotch bonnet, which, 
after all, will not fit our Engliſh clergy. 
But, be pleaſed to recollet, fir, Arch- 
: | biſhop Secker acknowledged that the cler- ; 
= gy of the church of England have © not 
N preached j in a manner ſuficiently evan- 
| bs; gelical ; ; that they have dwelt too little 


"8 their ſermons” on theſe diſtinguiſh- 


ing doctrines of liriftianity ; viz, the la- 
mentale condition of fallen man, or the origi- 5 
nal corruption of our nature; redemption, 
; - wrought out for us, according toGod' Seternal bur- : 


poſe in Chriſt, by the ſacrifice of the croſs ; ſanc- 
tification by the tnfcuences of the Divine Spirit, \ 


or the abſolute need of his grace in order to obe- 
dience; the inſufficiency of our own good works, 


: and the . ana * f 0") to 
- ſalvation, f 


16h. 


e 

„ obſerve here, with much pleafure, 
4 what advantage theſe ſcripture doc- 
e trines, which were once the glory and 
„ happineſs of this Church, will derive 
& from a fair and full inquiry into their 
1 5 influence and effects. Theſe were the | 

doctrines of the reformation, when their 

% excellency was put beyond all doubt 
or queſtion, by their powerful and va- 
* luable effeRs. Many adverſaries, in- 
« deed, ſoon roſe. up to contradid or to 
. * corrupt them; and it is much to be la- 
mented that they are, at preſent, by many, 
ſo boldly and ſo violently oppoſed in 
2 this once happy iſland. But we may 
venture to affirm, that when- the doc- 
ttine of the croſs retained i its purity and 
Hh; ſimplicity, then was true religion, 
including every moral virtue, ſeen to 
0 * grow from it as its fruit. On the other 


EI hand, when and wherever! it has been run 


» down, and a pretended moral doctrine 
5 Bat been introduced to the prejudice | 
Land 


6 814 
5 and ſubverſion of the grace of God, it 
has been always followed by a deluge of 


- « profaneneſs and immorality i in practice. 
** It is eaſy and common to diſguiſe the 


« truth by miſrepreſentation. or to viliſy it 


. Bo by opprobrious titles. It is eaſy to pre- 
a tend a warm zeal for the great doctrines 
f : 0 " of morality, and frequently to repeat, in 


* a pulpit, the neceſſity of holineſs in ge- 


ws neral. But all impartial perſons ought, 
. « and the world in general will judge 
more by works than by words. Letus 


++ ſuppole, for example, the old objection 
© revived againſt a miniſter who preaches 


the dodrine of grace, that it looſens the 


obligations to holinels of life. The ob- 


L jeftion is, of all others, the moſt ſpeci- 
* ous: yet, if that miniſter diſcharges 
his duty with zeal and diligence, 
watches over his people's ſouls, hd 
ing, rebuking, exhorting with all long- 
| « ſuffering and doctrine; is ſtrict and holy 
--%-3n his own conyerſation, abhorring and 
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25 lieg from the ſociety of the ungodly : 
« and if the effect of his miniſtry be to 
_ © turn many ſinners from the error of their 
0 ways, and to make an intelligent. ſe- 
« rious, regular people, the accuſation 
vill not be received: and who will ſay 
that it ought! ? On the other hand, is 
any miniſter more covetous of the fleece, | 
« than diligent for the welfare of the flock; 
« cold and heartleſs in his ſacred work, 
but loud and noiſy in promiſcuous and 
| * fooliſh converſation; covering or palli- 
* ating the ſins of the great, becauſe they 
Do. may promote him; making friends and 
companions of profane perſons; though | 
* this man's zeal ſhould burn like a flame 
* againſt antinomianiſm, and though his 
* own unvaried ſtrain ſhould be the neceſ- 
bh "IF of holineſs, I would never take him 
to be one of 1 its real „ 77 
Let us not, my brethren, deceive our- 
ö 0 ſelves, or attempt to deceive others by 
« plauſible pretences. Let us all be zealous 
* for good works; not the name, but the 
V 1 * thing 


(6 ) 


t - thing.” Let us not exped to promote 

c them by a little cold reaſoning, or af- 

« fefted flowery declamation; put by the 

(i ſimplicity of the goſpel; by the doctrine 

ok the croſs, which will not only tell 

men that they ought to be holy, but ef- 

78 * fefually bring them to that happy ſtate. 

55 « The leading principle of true holineſs, 

according to the goſpel, is a deep and 

+. grateful ſenſe of redeeming love. For 

tie love of Chriſt conflraineth us, becauſe we 

© thus judge, that if one died for ali then were 

- « all dead: and that he died for all, that they 

15 «& which live, ſhould not henceforth live unto 

6 « themſelves, but unto him which died. for them, | 
and roſe again. 


I muſt now take the liberty to be 3 a 


"0: little more particular in the application | 


of this ſubject, and to enquire, whether 
„% miniſters. are not, in a good meaſure, 


++ chargeable with the low late to which 


religion is at preſent reduced — 


10 May I not ſay without offence, that an 
I eminent, holy, diligent, and ſucceſsful 


& + goſpe 


174 F 


8, goſpel minifiry was once the glory 164 
| * bleſſing of this part of the united king- | 
«dom? But how are we ſince fallen aſleep! 
« How is the gold become dim ! How is tie 
4 moſt fine gold changed That there is a 
80 difference is plain; and that this dif. 
6 ference does not lie in inferior abilities, t 
or a leſs proportion of learning, 18 
1 equally certain. I am ſenſible that this 5 
Alis a part of my ſubject which would 


require to be touched with a very ten- 
der and delicate hand, and that perhaps, 


* I run as great A hazard to inflame and 


Kh exaſperate the ſore, as to bring any ef- 


fectual cure, This! is, indeed, itſelf, one 


b ' ftrong ſymptom of our diſeaſe, that we 
5 cannot endure plain dealing; and there | 
is not a ſingle Senne, in which | 
chere is a greater difference between this 


and the preceding age. | What in for- 1 


* mer times would have been reckoned 
(to ſpeak in their language) no more 
than plainneſs and miniſterial freedom, : 
would now be called the moſt flander- 
V '* ous 
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1 ous ie and unpardonable abuſe 


8 Inſtead, therefore, of taking upon me 


j to ſay who are chieſy to be blamed 


mas the criminal cauſes of i it, I ſhall only 
* affirm and lament the melancholy elled, 


5 that we have in many places of this 


b church a deſpiſed, forſaken, uſeleſs mi- 


"uh niflry ; that many of the people have 
gone from mountain to mountain, and 
forgotten their reſting place, while a 
9 * ill greater number is faſt aſleep i in ig 


norauce, ſecurity, and ſloth. Where 
6:18 that union, that mutual efleem and 


« affection which once ſubſiſted between 


* miniſters and their people? It muſt be 


Fs acknowledged, that their influence and 


* authority is now in a great meaſure | 


«4 Joſt, and therefore I. may ſafely con- 
20 clude that their uſefulneſs j 1s gone. That 
[the fault is all on one ſide, i is neither a 
modeſt, nor a probable ſuppoſition. 
70: Should we throw the blame off our 
7 * ſelves, what a terrible load muſt we 

= thereby by opon: others: 2 We muſt ſup- 
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* poſe and ſay, that under 2 ' blaaclets 
e miniſtry, under the beſt and pureſt of 
« inſtruction, one part of the nation is 


86 + ſunk i in brutality and floth, and the 


+ other rent in pieces by diviſion, and re- 


« ligion loft in the 5 th of eee 


wy parties. . 
We may fay fo. my brethren, and 


« ſome do fay what amounts to the ſame. 
[0h thing, but it is not credible, I do 
2 therefore, in the moſt earneſt manner, 
+ beſeech every - miniſter, ſeriouſly to 
think, how far he hath given juſt cauſe _ 
* to his people to deſpiſe his perſon, or 
« deſert his miniſtrations. Let us not ſo 
* inſiſt upon the ignorance, prejudices, = 


and weakneſs of the giddy multitude, 
"as if a failure on our part was impoſ- 
ſible. We may be ſometimes blamed _ 
in the wrong place; but we have, per- 
2 haps, as much reſpect, in general, as we 
* really deſerve. Do not think it is ſuſ- 
e ficient that you are free from groſs 
* crimes, ſuch as blaſphemy, riot, and 


Fo (+. * unclean 


11) 


<6 unclean luſt. There are many ih 


"5 things, which, either ſeparately or toge- 
++ ther, render a miniſter juſtly contemp- 
« tible, on which no law, either civil or 
” eccleſiaſtic can lay hold. If one Tet 
apart to the ſervice of Chriſt ; in the goſ- 


85 « pel manifeilly ſhews his duty to be a 


ts burden, and does no more work than 
' 18: barely ſufficient to ſcreen him from 


5 0 cenſure; if he reckons i it a piece of im- 


Eh provement how ſeldom or how ſhort he 
can preach, and makes his boaſt how 


many omiſſions he has brought a pa- 
tient and an injured people to endure 


od * withoutcomplaint; while, at the ſame 


mY * time, he cannot {peak with temper of 


* thoſe who are willing to 1 5 more than 


_* himſelf; howcver impoſſible it may be, 
_ to aſcertain his faults by a libel, he 


* juſtly merits the deteſtation ofevery faith: 
* ful miniſter and ev ery real Chriſtian.” 5 
I mean the ſoregoing paragraphs as an 


: application of the contents of my preced. 
ing letters. They are taken from a ſermon 
e entitled 


4 'F 


85 tititled The Trial of Religious Truth by i its 
moral Influence. You may find it in the 
works of Dr. Witherſpoon. There are 
two or three advantages to be derived 
from theſe quotations : firſt, I ſpeak my 
| ſentiments more boldly than, perhaps, 1 
| ſhould dare to ſpeak them in my own 
words: ſecondly, my ſentiments are ex. 
| preſſed with greater propriety, and will be 
better received, and more attentively con- 
| ſidered, than if I had altogether depend- 
5 ed on my own mean abilities: and thirdly, | 
af they prove olfenſive to you and your 
brethren, you may reject them, as a Scotch 
| bonnet, which, however well it may fit, 
you are determined not to put on : and, 
. you may reſt aſſured chat I do not mean, 
or wiſh, that any of the Clergy ficuld. 
wear this cap, but they only whom: it 


may entirely ſuit. 
. I am, s I'R, 
Your humble ſervant, 


W. J. 
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Univerſity 


e 


. * K r „ 
AN APOLOGY, 

(REV. SIR, | 
you will again be ready to cena me 


of having made © a formidable attack 
on the whole body of the Clergy,” and 


ee ſay, that I ©* © have deficd the whole : 
OM Church militant; *I muſt therefore take 5 
the liberty to proteſt againſt ſuch a con- 
ſlruction of my meaning as will coun- 
tenance that falſe accuſation. vou do not i 
accuſe Mr. Knox of aſſerting, that there 


is not any learning in the Univerſity of. 
of Oxford, becauſe be has expoſed ſome . 


evils there, which want reformation. Our 
7 regs Paget. were both educated in that 
If one of them were heard 1 85 


to ſay to the other; &. Cambridge i is an 
15 excellent ſchool for making good exciſc- 
men; you would i interpret his meaning ; 
to be, that mathematical ſtudies are too 
much 5 


cian 


E 


much purſued on the banks of Cain, con- | 
ſidering the ſhort time they have to ſtudy 
there, who are deſigned for the Church: 
You would not ſuppoſe his Grace meant 
to inſinuate that there is not any claſſical 
learning, or divinity in Cambridge; or 
that every one there is a mere matliemati- 5 
juſt now recollect the names of 
- the worthy Doctors, Ogden, Hallifax. and 5 
| Hurd; whom Ihave loved for owning thoſe | 
truths, which are the joy of my heart. as 
n much as I have reverenced their characters 
lor that various learning which diſlin- 
guiſhed them in the Univerſity, 
Well, fir, let me beg equal ſavor in the 
interpretation of my meaning. 1 would | 
not be thought to cenſure the whole body 
of the Clergy. Many of them do preach | 
the goſpel: and, there are ſome, who do 
not think, or preach, or act juſt as I do. 


whoſe characters I greatly reverence. * 5 


eſleem every degree ofexcellence: Irejoice 


to ſce any kind of literature purſued and 8 


encouraged; 1 am 5 happy. to obſerve de- 


cency : 
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cency, h ſobriety, and good mo- 5 
rals in many of the Clergy, who yet do 
not preach the goſpel as they ought. I 
will not ſay they do no good: butthey cer- 
tainly do not the good which they might, 
and would do, if they inſiſted more on the 
principles of Chriſtianity. I would not 
_ offend one of theſe: but there are other, 
mud; 1 fear, they * not ſuch as have | 5 
5 crept in unawares, few in number, and 1 


therefore little harm to be dreaded from 


them; but who have poured i in upon us, : 
as the Germans into Gaul, in the time ol 
Julius Cæſar, in vaſt numbers: 0 of whom 
many have no ſenſe of character, no idea : 
of propriety of conduct; who preach any 
thing which firſt comes to hand; and 
others, (for vain are ſubſcriptions and the 
molt ſolemn engagements ſince Dr. Clark 
5 taught them to prevaricate) who wall not 
preach any thing they ſhould; no ſet up 
reaſon againſt revelation, man's ri ighteoul- 
neſs in oppoſition to Chriſt' 8, and deny 
the Lord who bought them. 1 


Lou 
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You kw, 85 that it is not an un- 


| ; common practice of the Clergy, to procure | 
a a ſet of ſermons, when they enter on the 
miniſtry totally unqualified lor it, having 
never at Oxford or Cambridge gone 
through any courſe ol lectures, ſtudies, or 
diſcipline properly preparative to the exer- 
ciſe of the miniſterial lunction; . which ſer- 
mons they preach over and over again“ 5 


1 St. Paul exhorted Timothy to give attendance 9 
8 1 Meditate wrou theſe x things: give 


hy pear to all. is 1 fappoſe we are « obliged by the 2505 's | 
| injunfion, as well as by our own folemn promiſe, at 
our ordination, to © be di ligent in prayers, and in 
: « reading of the holy Scriptures, ana in ſuch ſtudies, 
40 as help to the knowledge of the ſame. layi ing aſide 
© the fludy of the world and the fleſh,” | Suppoling | 


we do ſo; yet, if we preach the ſame kermotz over 


and over again, how will your profiting appear to all? 
1 have ſeen bundles of manuſcript ſermons in a 
bookſeller's ſhop, which he told me he got when he 


N purchaſed the books of deceaied clergymen, and that 


> he. "ſold them to the younger clergy. In this. way 


ſermons may be handed down, from generation to ge- 


neration, as are the arguments, or lyllogiſms, for diſ- 


Putations in the ſchools at Oxſord. 


DR 
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to the end of weit days. And if 1 ; 
Have not a ſufficient ſtock for every Sun- 
day in the year, it is not unuſual to 
change the text, in hope that the good old 
Vomen in their congregations, who mark 
| the texts, will not remember the ſermon | 
: preached fix weeks before. Perhaps this 
is not the practice now, ſo much as it was 
a few years ago, lnce a Dr. Trufler has 
55 carried on a lucrative trade with the Cler- 
= gy: by ſelling them ſets of diſcourſes for 
every Sunday in the year, (by which 
their idleneſs is ſufficiently indulged, for 
it is now too laborious a taſk to tranſcribe 
from approved authors, or 10 tranſlate 
from the F rench) which are printed in 
Italic characters, that people in the galle- 
ries, who overlook the pulpit, may not 
: diſcover the cheat. : How greatly are we 
- fallen ! Theſe, fir, are matters of fact, 
"which call aloud for cenſure, and for the 
deepeſt grief and lamentation, and which 


Juſtify the tears which flow while I tell 
the: EOS 


I hope 


(nn) 


1 hope, lir, you have now had enough 
about moral eſſays and ſermons, and will 
| think the very flight and accidental touch 
N of cenſure, in my diſcourſe, preached in 
Bewdley chapel, was not ſo ſevere and un- 
| juſt as you at firſt imagined it to be. 


That diſcourſe was delivered to a mixed 


| multitude of people of various ſentiments, 
and I purpoſely avoided expreſſing ary,” 
own judgment of evengelical truths, in 
order to avoid giving offence and hurt- 
. ing the charity: and indeed I ſhould not 


think it very honourable, were I called 
to preach on any ſpecial occaſion, i a 


preached any thing foreign to the pur- 
poſe. Indeed I might fairly have ſaid 
lomething more particularly of the eru- 


dition of a Chriſtian man, and have 


preſſed upon my hearers the principles i 
5 Chriſtianity. Perhaps my caution was a 
= fault: but a fault, proceeding from a wiſh 
not to offend, ſome will call an amiable 
infirmity. But you, fir, have fallen foul 
| upon me for 2 diſcourſe, which, in my 

| = own 


85 own judgment. is the moſt inoffenſive, and, 

in this reſpect. one of the molt unexcep- 
tionable I ever preached. Your little, Gill y 

_ criticiſms upon ſome parts of it, I think 
unworthy of any notice: the contempt, 

and fneers, and unjuſt. accuſations, con- | 
tained in your letter, I do not think pro- 


per to reply to. I muſt ſubmit theſe to 
: Him, whoſe TI am and whom I ſerve, Ppray- = 
ing Him to forgive you and to turn your 
| heart. The beſt vindication of one's ſelf 
_ againſt falſe. accuſations and groundleſs | 
1 ſurmiſes i is not by words, but by actions; 
5 by A lleady, conſiſtent conduct, by long- | 
ſuffering, by the armour of righteouſneſs 
on the right hand and the left. 
| You have ſhivered your lance againſt 
"me, and in the action unfortunately 
: wounded yourſelf. The wound is not 
5 mortal, notwithſtanding ſome gangrenous 
appearances, and I ſincerely wiſh a ſpeedy _ 
4 cure. I feelno reſentment againſt you for oy 
- this rude. onſet: but pity you from my 
1 heart, for $63 injury you haye done your- 
ſelf; 
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ſelf; and am grieved that a clergyman, 
whoſe acquaintance I valued, has written 
an unbecoming ne, in a bad ſpirit, to. 
his ſincere friend, 8 


And humble ſervant, 


W. I. 


5% 


LETTER VE 


. ON THE ANNER OF PREACHINGC. 


"HOUGH the manner of preaching be 


not of ſo much importance, as is the 


fubjed- matter, it deſerves, however. more i 
regard than is uſually paid to it. There 7 
are many excellent rules for preaching, 


in Archbiſhop Secker's charges; ſome of 


which 1 purpoſe to lay before you in this 


letter. But as I do not mean to tran- 
ſcribe what he has written on this ſubject, 


in the order he has delivered his ſenti- 


ments upon it, and ſhall not, perhaps, = 


tranſcribe a ſingle paragraph at length, or 
without adding ſomething of my own, 


the extradts, therefore, will not, in this 
letter be marked as quotations. 


| You propoſe *: the ancients” to our 


$ imitation: you call them our „ Maſters 
V in the art of compolition,” and tell us o 


this. 


2 81 


the N application and care they 
. beſtowed both in writing 1 ding 
1 their productions: I will venture o 
ſay They are the very worſt models we can 
ſet before us for compoſi ing ſermons. They 


| ſtudied, compoſed, wrote, and ſpoke, for 


flame; we ſeek not the honor which 
cometh of men, but of God only: they 
ſought to pleaſe; we to profit, others, not 
ourſelves : their compoſitions were de- 
| ligned for men of taſte, who were good . 


| judges both of their matter and manner; 


our buſineſs is, to inſtruc the ignorant, 
to preach the goſpel to the poor, to people, 
who bave paſſions indeed, common ſenſe 
and natural taſte, but no refined judgment, 
or acquired taſte. A good compoſition, 
on the model of the ancients, would be 
Tearcely intelligible to the generality of 
people to whom we ſpeak. The wild 
_ fallies of our itinerant preachers are not 
; half ſo abſurd as a terſe. compolition, in 
which the preacher has *.condenſed his 


0 thoughts into a narrow compaſs, if de- 
8 hyered : 


638 


Rvered to a lues of common people. 
Frequent repetitions, tautolgy, barbarous 
language, diſorderly method are not ſo 
reprehenſible in popular diſcourſes, as are 
Hüft, abſtract reaſonings, which it is not 
1 poſſible they ſhould comprehend. Smooth 
diſcourſes, compoſed partly in fine words 
which they do not underſtand, partly in 
flowing ſentences which they cannot fol- 

| low to the end; containing little that 
awakens their drowſy attention, little that 
inforces on them plainly and home what 
155 they mult do to be ſaved; ; leave them as 
= gnorant and unreformed as ever, and only | 
Tull them into a fatal ſecurity. We muſl 
therefore bring ourſelves down to their 
level“; for what ſuits the meaneſt capa- 


cities 


1 en ſermons cannot well be 1 too paid, The | 


| 5 « word of God is deſigned. for the edification of all 
855 * og ſorts and degrees among us, and ſhould be ſo dil 
— penſed as to reach the hearts and underſtandings 

: « of all. And 1 need not fay to you, who hear me, | 
8 that to frame a diſcourſe i in this manner, as it is 
che uſeſulleſt way of preaching, ſo it will afford full 


*6 ſcope 


——— 


1 


cities, may be underſtood by the bigheſt | 
and we onght to examine whether they 
take in what we fay to them. and change | 
the form of it till they do. Let it be con- 
ſidered that it is the concern of a pariſh. mi- 
niſter to make the loweſt of his congrega- 
tions apprehend the principles of Chriſ- 
| tianity ; z. Aud there are not any, idiots 
only excepted, who may not be taught and 
made to underſtand the dodrines of our 
ſalvation; I will not ſay, ealily ; for it re- 
| quires much attention and conſideration. 
to find out the proper methods of doing 
” this, and much pains and patience to try 
one after another. 
40 ſcope and exerciſe for all the talents, which the 
04 ableſt of us may poſſeſs. Biſhop Hurd's Charge. 
| A countryman who heard this Prelate preach a a 
5 13 ſermon 1 in Hartlebury church, as ſoon as he came 
out of church, ſaid to another with ſome ſurpriſe 
* Why, this man ſpeaks like ane of us. I ſuppoſe 


this countryman expected to have heard a moſt learn- 
ed diſcourſe, one ſentence of which he could not under= 


a tand. Some people admire great men for their un- 
„ common abilities; ; I admire them for their amiabie, 
$ e and alas a rare, but neceſſary c. condeſcenſions. 


VVV EL 


example for pronounciation : you know 
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Kad not only is it eser to preach 
in ſo plain a flyle, that the meaneſt capa- 


cities may comprehend our meaning, we 


| ought alſo to ſpeak ſo loud that the moſt 
diſtant perſon in our congregations may 
hear us diſtinctly. There are few congre- 
gations or churches fo large, that the ut- 
moſt extent of them may not be reached 
0 by the weakeſt voice, if properly exerted, | 
and if our words be pronounced with de- 
| Liberation. | | Short ſentences are alway 3 
to be preferred: but, they, who have 


Weak voices, ſhould ſtudy to expreſs 


= themſelves i in the ſhorteſt poſſible : they 5 
ſhould never attempt to ſpeak a long one; 
for they will unavoidably fall their voice 
towards the end of a long ſentence, ſo 

as net to be heard by half the people, 

who heard them diſtinaly enough in the 

beginning of it. You propoſed to me 585 


the indefatigable labour of Demof- 


00 thenes,” as an example for compoli- | 
tion; 1 will mention him to you as an 


hie 188 
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28 exertions to correct natural imperfec- 


tions and acquire a faculty to ſpeak in a 
diſtinct and audible manner. 


Speaking too low argues indolence and f 
indiflerence; whereas an audible exertion 
is a mark of earneſineſs : and the common 
5 people are peculiarly plealed, when their 
miniſter appears to take pains about them. : 
Let ſtraining boyond a due pitch will give 
our hearers pain, make us in ſome degree 
inarticulate, and produce a ſinging ſort of 
5 cadence and tone. This laſt indeed hath 
been ſometimes known to pleaſe weak 5 
people; but it cannot poſſibly make them 
wiſer or better : and it offends the judi- | 
: cious extremely. We ſhould ſpeak to 
our people, as we would in converſation, 


| when we undertake to inform or perſuade 


a friend, in a concern of great moment ; 
only with more deliberateneſs, more 
firength and energy in proportion to the 


numbers, and vary botli our ſtyle and 5 


elocution, as in converſation we always 
do, ſurtably to our matter. For mono- | 


EE . tony 
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tony both abſolutely prevents emotion, 
and ſoon deadens attention. It is worſt 5 
indeed when uniſormly unnatural, by de- 5 
generating into a kind of chant. But 
merely to be uniformly inexpreſſive, be 


it through heavineſs, or effeminacy, or 
infignificant lightneſs, or want of zeal, 1s 
very blameable. Perhaps a little even of | 
injudicious N is better ons a weari- 5 
ſome ſameneſs. e „„ 
We ol this nation do not uſe, or alinire 
- much action, either in ordinary diſcourſe, 


or even in popular harangues. And, 


were it lor this reaſon only, a preacher 7 
= ſhould be moderate in it, et ſomewhat 


of gelture, appearing to be artleſs, and 


5 regulated by propriety, may be very uſc- 
ful, eſpecially in the warmer parts of ex- 
| hortation, reproof, or even argument. 
For to be altogether motionleſs, when the | 
| ſubjeR is animating, and our language 
perhaps vehement, ſeems an inconſiſtency; | 


and may raiſe a doubt, whether \ we are in 
eurneſt. 


. 5 
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| The diſcourſes, even of thoſe who have . 
the loweſt qualifications ought to be, in a 


great meaſure at leaſt, of their own com- 
| poſition, Elſe they will ſeldom either 


ſufficiently ſuit the congregation to which . 
they are delivered, or be delivered in the 

manner which they ought. Andif once . 
it be ſuſpected that through 1 incapacity « or. 
ö idleneſs we ſteal what we preach, our 

people will deſpiſe us, and our ſermons. 


| vill have little influence, if any. 


_ We muſt ſtudy the circumſtances of our 
. people. before we go about to prepare an 
inſtruction for them. We ought to con- 

ider very carefully of a proper ſubject and 


text: begging God to direct our choice, 


= and diſpoſe us to treat them in a proper - | 
Way. Chuſing a text, without need, that 
will ſurpriſe, or a ſeemingly barren one, 
to ſhew what art can extract from it, will 
appear ingenious perhaps to ſome, but 
vanity to moſt with good reaſon. . Such 
a text is moſt convenient, as wall branch ; 


out of itſelf, into the 1 main parts of the 
'6 4 = Lilcouiſe: 5 
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Ateontle i atleaſt it ſhould be the ground 
work of the diſcourſe, and not an alter- | 
thought. After the explanatory part, 
| proofs from reaſon and ſcripture take the 
next place; then inferences, if any uſeful 
ones follow peculiarly from what hath 
. preceded; and laſtly exhortations to 
| ſuitable practice, which can hardly ever 
be omitted, and ought to be ſuch as may 
leave a durable impreſſion. An indiſpen- : 
ſible point throughout 3s to preſerve at- 


tention: ſor if that be not paid, all our 


labour is loft. Coming to church, the . 
bulk of mankind. even ſtill, conſider as * 


duty: but hearing as they ought, they 


partly neglect, and partly experience to 

be difficult. Therefore we muſt not only 1 

admoniſn, but aſſiſt them. For this end 

we muſt ſhew them from firſt to laſt, that 
"We ourſelves are in earneſt and feel the 

_ weight of the important truths we deliver 5 

| to them, and that we are not merely ſay- 

ing good things in their preſence, but di- 

recting Want we ay to them perſonally, 1 

as 


4 0 
as a matter which concerns them beyond 
expreſſion. More general diſcourſes they | 
often wantſkill to take home to themſelves; 
and oftener yet inclination: ſo they fit 
all the while ſtupidly regardleſs of what is 
delivered. Therefore we muſt intereſt 
them in it, by calling upon them to ob⸗ 
lerve. by alking them queſtions to be an- 
ſwered filently in their own minds, and 
by every prudent incitement to follow us 
cloſely. OE 9 
Still vou will en thera in vain to pay ? 
| attention, unleſs you win them to it by 
hat you have to ſay. And truly, the 
great doctrines of Chriſtianity, plainlydeli- 
vered, with zeal, and with the commanding 
authority of Thus ſaith the Lord, are ſo very i 
Intereſting, that one would think it im- 
poſſible for any to be inattentive. But 
to gain attention to theſe important doc- 
trines, they muſt be preached in ſuch lan- 
guage as the common people underſtand. 
Terms and phraſes may be familiar to us, 
which are quite unintelligible to them: 
5 „ 


55 
5 and 1 fear chis happens 1 ne ofiener than N 
we expect. Expreſſions may be very 
common, without being low: yet we 
ſhould employ the loweſt, rather than not 


be underſtood. Better bear the cenſure 


of being unpoliſhed, than uninfluencing. 


Our buſineſs is, not to pleaſe or be admired, | 


but to do good: to make men think, not , 
- of our abilities, attainments, or eloquence, | 
| but of the flate of their own ſouls: and to 
| fix them in the belief and practice of what 
19 will make them happy now and to eternity. 
It is true, declining to ſhew reading or a- 
_ cuteneſs may be to ſome a painful ſelf de. 
| nial: Int able Judges) wall cally perceive, 


* A young clerg gyman was very fond of the term 
8 Lnveltizate, and often talked from the pulpit of the in- 
veſtigation of ſubjeds : one of his hearers, a man of 
| ſenſe too, above the common level, complained to me 
| that this clergyman ufed + high-ſtyle words,” and aſked 
the meaning of the word Inveſtigate. Words of greck 


and latin derivation are generally unintelligible to the 


common. people: even omnipotence, omniſcience, 
and catholic, attribute, at and e are underſtood by 
voy few, | | „„ 


both 
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both that you could ſhew chem, and why 
you do not. 
Every part of our r diſcourſes mull pre- ”= 
ſerve gravity and earneſtneſs, which ou ght 
to be inſeperable from fubjects of a religi- 
ous nature. If we ſpeak of theſe lightly 
and negligently, our auditors will ſuſpect 
we have little concern about them: they 
of courſe will have leſs in hearing us: 
their thoughts will wander to the ends ol 


che earth, or their attention to every thing 


be buried in lleep. But though languid 
in no part, we muſt be comparatively cool 
in expobtions of Scripture, in doctrinal, 
in caſuiſtical points, reſerving our chief 
warmth for the great articles of Chriſtian 


experience and practice. There our very 


utmoſt endeavours will be needful to pro- 
duce in our people a due ſenſe of guilt and 
unworthineſs, fervent deſires of pardon, 
love to Him who hath loved them, reſig- 


nation to God's pleaſure, firm purpoſes of 
obeying his laws; to caution them eltec- 


Oy. ogaink Pprofaneneſs, luke warmneſs, 8 
. formality; 


58 
formality, reſentment, hard-heartednefs, 
unjuſl love of gain, fondneſs of unlawful 
indulgences; to inſpire them with good- 

will towards all men, with proportionably 
kind regards to thoſe who land in nearer. 
relations to them, diligence to be uſeful 
in their ſeveral ſtations, rcaſonable indif- 

| ference towards the things of this life, pi- 
ous longings for a better. Their degree | 


ol knowledge, rank and circumſtances of. 


life, their prevailing notions and cultoms, 
will afford us much further employment 
to make our ſermons local, if I may ſo ex- 
preſs it; calculated to promote the virtues 
which they are chiefly called to exerciſe, | 
and guard againſt the fins of which they 
are chiefly in danger. We muſt urge 
them to uſe the means of doing their duty, 
which muſt be pointed out to them: 
avoiding temptations, keeping clear of 
bad company, contracting friendſhips with 
ſerious and prudent perſons, reading good 5 
5 books, ſtudying the bible, and begging, 
I ; private prayer, e to p help © in time of 
| | | need; 
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need; not ſtrictly confining their devoti- 
ons to any forms, though forms are very 
uſeful, but varying them according to 
| their ſpiritual condition. Theſe are 
things, on which we muſt inſiſt with our 
whole force: not as pleaſing ing men, but 698, Ln 
which trieth our hearts. 
| Were the moſt ſerious emotions. s raiſed 
d by mere mechanical vchemence, they | 
would be unfairly raiſed: and what is 
beyond nature will uſually ſoon ſubfide; 
perhaps with ſcorn, upon reflection, of 
what was admired when heard. Or ſup- 
f poling ſuch admiration to continue, bad 
elfects may as poſſibly follow as good: 
whereas warmth of effection, excited to a 
| proper degree by the rational enforcement 
of ſolid arguments, promiſes to be durable, 
and will never do harm. The faculty of 


moving hearers thus, is a moſt valuable 


bleſſing. And ſuch as haye but little of 
It, may conſiderably improve it; by la- 
bouring to affect themſelves deeply with 
what wy would b . and thinking what 

methods 
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methods of faying it will be mol. per 
ſuaſive. 
But a fervent dere of being uſeful wil 
teach us more than any particular directions 
can, upon every head. Without this de- 
| fire, a clergyman will either be negligent; 
 orif he would ſeem zealous, will be deted- 
ed for want of uniformity and perſever- 


5 ance. Therefore make ſure firſt that all 


e right within, and out of the good treaſure 
of the heart you will bring forth good things, 
naturally and prudently, and, through 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, effeQually, 
It is not ealy indecd even to inſtruct the 
willing; much leſs to convince the umvil 
ling, and reform the wicked. But Hill 
theſe are the purpoſes, for which we are 
God's embaſſadors: and we mult try with 


indefatigable perſeverance every way t to 


execute our commiſſion. 5 
Leſt you ſhould imagine that 45 take 
pleaſure in cenſuring the clergy, I ſhall 
only juſt bint that, in general, the clergy 
pay no regard, or very little, to the man. 
| = Der 


et- 


le- 
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nerin i which thats diſcourſes are Jilivered, 
and that thoſe among them who compoſe 
their ſermons ſeem to ſtudy to pleaſe the 


more ſenſible part of their congregations,” 
rather than to ediſy the more numerous, 
but more ignorant and leſs judicious. 
e are debtors both to the wi iſe and to the un- 
wiſe: and we ſhould never ſpend ſo much 
of our attention on the higher part of the 
world, as to give the leaſt ſuſpicion of: 
neglecting the lower, whoſe number is ſo 
much larger, whoſe diſpoſitions are uſually 
ſo much more favourable to religion, and by 
whoſe eternal happineſs i is of equal im- 
portance to them, and ought to be of 8 
equal concern to us: but ve muſt prove 
we are in earneſt in our work, by making 
it our care, as it was our Maſter's, that 
the 1 2 the 89þet preached to them. : 


* am, $IR, 
Your humble ſervant, 


W. J. 
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TY; 


* 351 * E * wi 


on „ rn EAI. 
* E V. 8 80 


0 U accuſe me of 6 Repping fax out 

of my way, ke.” Tapprehend, that, 
"Jim what you allude to, I have not digreſſed 
from my ſubje&, or mentioned any thing 
which has not a proper connection with 
the purpoſe of my diſcourſe, But, fir, 
you have certainly done the very thing 
which you blame in me, in ſeveral i in 
ſtances; and particularly, in what you 
have laid about alen pere preaching. 


0 In: other men we faults can ſpy, 
And blame the mote which dims their eye; 
Fach little ſpeck and blemiſh find, 
| To our own greater errors blind. 3 


If our r church had obliged her miniden 

Is. write their diſcourſes, and to read | 
them; and if Thad voluntarily laid: my- 
elk under an obligation, by ſubſcription 


5 or 


( 97 
or oath, to preach none but written ſer- 
mons there would then have been ſome 


5 ground for an expoſtulation on extempore | 
: preaching. But as the matter ſtands, any 1 
degree of cenſure from you, on this ſubject, 
18—1 will not ſay very impertinent; but, 
5 meddling with what does not at all con: 
cern you. Archbiſhop Secker with more 
| liberality of ſentiment, concludes on the 5 
4 ſubject of preaching, in the following : 
: words; « But aſter all, every man, as the 
© BG] Apoſlle faith on a different occaſion, hat 
lis proper gift of God; one after this manner, 
© another after tial: let each cultivate his 
* own; and no One cenſure or deſpiſe his 
8 brother.“ | 


I by extempore preaching you mean 


haranguing on a ſubject which the 
Preacher is not well acquainted with, 
which he pas not previouſly | ſtudied, upon 

* which he has not digeſted his thoughts, : 

| or arranged his ideas, and has not a ſuf- 
g ficient command of language to expreſs _ 
7 his ſentiments readily; this 15a preach- 


Wo ON ing ; 


33 
ing which you may cenſure, if you pleaſe; 
but T beg you will not expoſtulate with me 
Mr this ſubject, for Tam no advocate for : 
it. T think indeed, that the miniſters of 
Cal: ought to be fo well acquainted 
with the analogy of faith and the great 
duties of Chriſtianity, as to able at all 
times to diſcourſe upon them with pro- 
Priety. And 1 cannot think it a more dif. 
ficult thing to do this, than it would be 
to you to harangue for half an hour 1 in a 
coffee. room on the American war, or on : 
the ſubject of taxation. But they who 
have this faculty, and have a mind to uſe 
= frequently, ſhould not be contented 
| with a certain ſtock of knowledge: : they 
mult apply themſelves diligently to their 
ſtudies, and eſpecially to the ſludy of the 

Scriptures; they muſt carefully watch 
over their own hearts, and thoſe of their 

2 pariſhioners, i in order to increaſe their ſlock 
mr knowledge and improve their talents: . 


b otherwiſe they will be guilty of the ſame _ 


: fault which is imputed to them who are 
con- 


( 99 ) 


continually reciting theſame ſet of written 
diſcourſes: for though ſuch extempore 
preachers vary their texts and their words, 
it is not poſſible they ſhould vary their 
matter, without conſtant application to 
the ſtudy of books and men. When a 
perſon has gotten a faculty to ſpeak plau- 
ſibly and tolerably well on ſome ſubjects 
| (if he be of an indolent diſpoſition and _ 
diſlikes cloſe application) there is great 5 
danger of being tempted to neglect the 
f improvement of his underſtanding, and to 
be contented with digreſſing, whenever 


he. ĩs at a loſs, from his text and ſubject, - 


to any point on which he can be copious. FH 
5 Perhaps you would call it extempore 
preaching, if, after previous ſtudy, and 
drawing out a ſcheme of a ſermon on any 
text of ſcripture, I were ſo © bold” to go 
into the pulpit with this ſcheme only, 
5 depending on the alliflance and bleſüng 
ol jeſus my Maſter. This kind of extem- 
pore preaching 1 wiſh to be generally 
1 ule: and 1 the leſs helitate to expreſs | 


H 5 this | : 
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0 7 with, becauſe he praclice Band re- 


. commended by perſons to whoſe judgment, 1 
in this matter, I pay no ſmall. degree of 

+ deference. The practice is recommended 8 

by the example of Dr. Clarke. Archbi. 


| ſhop Secker, obſerved, in one of his char- 


ges, that it is one objection againſt read-· 
ing ſermons that it prevents the uſe of 7 
proper action in the delivery, and be adds, V 5 
| © there are ſeveral objections beſides,” ol 
One I ſuppoſe to be this; when a clergy- = 
man has Sotten a ſtock of ſermons, he 
will be too apt to indulge an indolent, 
idle diſpoſition, and preach. his ſermons - 
over and over again, without: any varia- 
tion. From whence it will follow, that 
there will not be any improvement in the 
light and. grace of his pariſhioners, The 


Archbiſhop ſeemed to diſapprove of con- 


ſining ourſelves ſervilelyt to our notes, even 
when our fermons are written out and lie 


before us. What we ſay in ſuch man- 


_ ner as to make it ſeem the preſent dic- _ 
tate of our r hearts, will much beiter 5 
| make 


| ( | 101 4 ) 


2 make its way into ts hearts of e 


33 than if our eyes are fixed all the while 


5 + on a paper, from which we viſibly recite : 
che whole. It will ordinarily be ut- 

s tered too with more diſengaged freedom 
and livelier ſpirit. The preacher alſo 


„will be abler to enforce his words hy 


6 ſignificant looks: to perceive from the 
« countenances of his bearers, what they - 
gy * comprehend, and by what they are : 
« moved: and may accordingly enlarge 
6 on. that head, or proceed to another, as” 
6 he finds cauſe.” 55 „ | 
Between reading ſe rmons and preaching 5 
extempore, there is a middle way uſed = 
by our predeceſſors, of ſetting down in 
„ ſhort notes, the method and principal 
«heads, and enlarging. on them in ſuch 
. words as preſent themſelves at the Fine, 
0 Perhaps, duly managed, this would be the 
e beft*,” "This, fir, was the practice of 
Bilhop Bull. Nelſon, in his life of this ; 
aan gives the following a account of his EE 


*  Secker, 


1 x: preach- 


o 


preaching; which I gladly tranſcribe, as 
the practice is fully juſtified by that pious 
man, whom you cannot ſuſpect of an in- 
tention to favour a certain delcription 
| 6 of men.” | | ies 
„It was but ſeldom, and that upon 
« ſome extraordinary occaſions, that he 
«« (Biſhop Bull) compoſed his ſermon 
«entire and committed it to writing, 
„His uſual method was, aſter the choice 
olf his text, to mark ſome words that 
80 were to be explained, in order to give 
 ** the true ſenſe of that portion of ſcrip— 
« ture, and then writ down ſome obſcrvi- 
+ tions, which flowed naturally from the 
8 ſubj ict, and under cach obſervation 
0 luntst to illustrate it, and texts ol ſcrip- 
ture proper to be explained in order 10 
© give e light to it, andthen drew inferences 
ts from his whole diſcourſe by way of ap- 
6 „ plication, Thus he had only. the 
| & ſcheme of his ſermon before him in 


„writing and having in this manner 


87 


$6 ſecured the ſubſtance of it, he did by 


” cuſtom 


( 103. ) 
= « ey OI, and pin dies bring himſelf to 4 
© great readineſs and fluency in expreſ- 
a7 «+ fing himſelf upon all ſubjects; and if 
„this Manner of preaching wanted the 
6 exactneſs of more ſtudied compoſures, it 
„had the advantage of that popular flyle, 
which by good judges, hath been thought 
the fil? eſt tor the pulpit; from whence, 3 
Me if men deſign to influence and perſuade e 
5 the generality of their hearers, they muſt 


— 


* condeſcend to uſe more words than are 
= neceſſary in a ſtrict ſenſe; the ſame. 
„thing mult be repeated often, and turned 

Lafter a diflerent manner, and inculcatcd 
Wo with-force, ſo that freſh ; and laſting Ton 
3 preſſions may be made upon the audi- 
3 ence. What Mr. Bull delivered of this 
1 955 kind, never wanted in becoming feryour, 

8 and he enlivened his diſcourſes with 
80 proper and decent geſtures; and his 
6 voice was always exertcd with ſome ve 
$6 hemency, whereby he kept the audience | 
awake, and raiſed their attention to 
8 what he delivered; and perſuaded the 
%%%ͤ́ F G T Peep 


* 


— 


N 


60 people chixe he was in rac; and alfed. 


«6 ed himſelf with what he recommended = 
1: others. By theſe means he laboured : 


„many years in teaching the ignorant, 
in confirming the weak, in quieting the 
** {crupulous, in ſoftening the hard heart, 


in rouſing the ſinner; and in raiſing che 
** pious ſoul to a Ready and vigorous per- 
_ © ſuit of eternal happineſs. And what.“ 
« ever he delivered, his words were gene- 


rally fixt in the minds of his hearers, as 


the 5 from his own full of warmth * 


* and heat.” 


Though [ approve this method of preach- : 
ing, which was practiſed by Biſhop Bull. 
of ſludying the ſubject, and planning the 
method of our ſermons, and then ſetting 
down in ſhort notes the ſeveral heads and 
proofs of the doctrines we would inſiſ 
upon, and then enlarging in the pulpit 
in words which preſent themſelves on the 
occaſion. I am no enemy to written | 


A1ermons, eſpecially when they come freſh. : 
| from the mint, and are peculiarly ſuited | 


. 105 * 
to preſent occaſions, as my own praſtice 
_ ſufficiently proves. I abhor all diſguiſes, 
_ eſpecially in what relates to religion; and 
therefore expreſs my ſentiments with the 
ſame freedom with which I expect you 
will cenſure them, if they do not meet 
your approbation. And I aſſure you, ſir, 7 
that I ſhall not be in the leaſt degree of. 
fended, if you, or any other, ſhall either 
contradict or cenſure any thing advanced 
in theſe letters; only I wiſh it may be 
done without ſcoffs, or ſneers, orfallacious - 
innuendoes. Preſerve 4 good temper, 
and 1 ſhall remain entirely, e We 
Wilagree.! in ſentiment, : 


Yours ſincere friend, 


"Wk: 
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THE PIOUS HERBERT'S COUNTRY 
"PARSON PREACHING. 


REV. SIR, 


HAVE felt fore a white [-- 


= haye been writing theſe letters, Teſt 
you ſhould think 1 preſume to addreſs 
them to you for your inſtruction. If my 
learning were much greater than 12 18,1 
could not exped that a perſon prejudiced | 


againft me, and who bas expreiled much 


N contempt of my abilities, will be capable Y 
of receiving inſtruction from my pen. x- 


have felt the ſame uncaſineſs, fearing it 


may be thought that 1 pretend to dicate 
to the whole body of the Clergy.” 
Many of them are greatly my ſaperiours; 15 
; compared with whom, Jam as a dwarf to 
A giant. Theſe, like the veſſels belonging 


our India company, are returned from the 
Eaſt deeply laden with the richeſt commo- 
dities: | 


e ee 
dities : or, reſembling a grand fleet 
ok men of war, with crouded fails ma- 
jeſtic, they launch into the deep, and 
pour forth all their thunder againſt the 
enemies of our church and ſlate: I. like 
a coaſting bark, carry corn to the necef- 
| fitous; or, as a loop or frigate at beſt, 
watch the motions of the enemy, and re- 
pe cat“ the ſignals of the fleet. But when I | 
conſider, that we have no ſchools which 
| afford ſaſkcient inſtructions to prepare us 
for the miniſtry, | I conceive there are 
many clergymen who would compoſe their 
own ſermons, if they knew how to do it. 
II᷑is for theſe T write: and T hope the fol- 
- lowing tranſcript, from a book which has 
7 pleaſed me much, may be found uſeful to 
| them. It is entitled The Country Parſon, 
| written by the pious George Herbert, bro- 
ther to lord Herbert of Cherbery, i in whoſs | 
| manſion I now dwell, _ | 
Ahe country parſon preacheih con- 
« * ſtantly ; the pulpit 3 is his Joy. and 1 5 


* Allading to the quotation in theſe letters. 


ä 
8 . 1 
„ Le NEON . 


2 r 
— 


* r 
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« is Achet for want of health, 'or + again 18 


©« ſome feſtival, that he may the better 


e celebrate i it, or for the variety of the 


ot hearers, that he may be heard at his 


« return more attentively. When he i in- 


8 termits, he 1s ever very well ſupplied 5 
« by ſore able man, who treads in his 


( * ſteps, and will not throw down what be 
hath built; whom alſo he intreats to 


* preſs ſome point, that he bimſelf hath : 
b often urged with no great ſuccels, that : 
ſo in the mouth of two or three witnelles 


the truth may be more eltabliſhed.— 5 


—— 


1 When he preacheth, he procures atten- | 
tion by all poſlible art, both by carneſt- 

++ neſs of ſpeech, it being natural to men 
« to think, that where is much earneſt- | 


« neſs, there is ſomewhat worth hearing; 
and by a diligent and buſy caſt of his 


6 eye on his auditors, with letting them 
„know that he obſerves who marks, and 


© who does not; and with particularizing 


ok his Hosch now to the younger ſort, 2 0 


* 2 n 


| 109 
then to the elder, now to the poor, and 
now to the rich. This is for you, and 
his for you; for particulars ever touch 
6 and awake more than generals, Here- 5 
0 in alſo he ſerves himſelf of the judgments : 
of God, as of thoſe of ancient times, ſo 
= eſpecially of the late ones ; ; and thoſe 
© moſt, which are neareſt to his pariſh; for 
| « people a are very attentive at ſuch dif- 
. courſes, and think 1 behoves them to | 
. be fo, when God is fo near them, and ; ; 
even over their heads. Sometimes he 
1 tells them ſtories, and ſayings of ot] lers, 
« according as his text invites him; for 
| 85 them alſo men heed, and remember 
20 better than exhortations ; ; which though 
5 « carneſt, yet often die with the ſermon, 
; Tac wich country people; which i 
* are thick, and heavy, and hard to raiſe 0 
0 to a point of zeal and fervency, and 
need a mountain of fire to kindle them; 
N ſtories and ſayings they will re- 
member. He often tells them, that ſer- 
8 mons are dangerous things, that none 
705, 86 ee 


8 1 10 * 
<> goes out of the church as ; he came in, 
« but either better, or worſe; that none is 
* careleſs before his judge, and that the 
word of God ſhall judge us. By theſe 
+ and: other means the pariſon procures 
attention: but the character of his ſer- 
& mon is holineſs: he is not witty, or 
learned, or eloquent, but holy. A cha. 
de racer, that Hermogenes never dreamed 
6 of, and therefore he could give no pre- 


e cept thereof. But it is gained, firſt, by 


= © chooſing texisofdevotion, not controver- 
« y. moving and raviſhing texts, where- 


| 55 * + of the Scriptures are full. Secondly, by | 


#4 * dipping, and ſeaſoning all our words 
% and ſentences in our bearts, before they 
* come into our mouths, truly aſſecting. 
and cordially expreſſing all that we ſay; 
_* ſo that the auditors may plainly per- 
„ ceive that every word 1s heart-deep. 
: _* Thirdly, by turning often, and making 
« many apboſtrophes to God, as Oh Lord, 
_** bleſs my people, and teach them this 
point; or, Oh wy Malter, on whoſe 
5 * errand 


* errand I come, let me hold my peace, 
and do thou ſpeak thyſelf; for thou 


« art Love, and when thou teacheſt, all 


* are ſcholars. Some ſuch irradiations 


„ ſcatteringly in the 1 ſermon, carry great ; 
% holineſs in them. The prophets are. 
5 admirable 1 in this. = 80 Ila. 64. Oh that 


« thow wouldeſt rent the heavens, that tien 
wouldeſt come down, Ke. And Jer. « CE . 


after he had complained of the deſola- 


* tion of Tfrae!, turns to God ſuddenly, _ 
tt * Lord! 1 know that the way of 7 man is not , 


in himſelf, dec. Fourthly, by frequent 
© wiſhes of the people's good, and joying 
therein, though he himſelf were with 
t. Paul even ſacrificed upon the ſer- 


« vice of their faith. For there is no 
bs greater ſign of holineſs, than the pro- 
curing and rejoicing in another's g good. 
And herein St. Paul excelled i in all his 
* epiſtlẽs. How did he put the Romans 


in all his prayers ? Rom. i. 19. And 


ceaſed not to give thanks ſor the 
iy * Epheſians, Eph, In 16. And for the 
. Corin- 


b 1 
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+ Corinthians, chap. i. 4. And for the 
«+ Philippians made requeſt with joy, 
- 4% chap. i. 4. And is in contention for 
them whether to live or die; be vith 
them, or Chriſt, verſ. 23. which, Tet. 
ME ting alide his care of his flock, were 
« 2 madneſs to doubt of. What an 


555 admirable epiſtle 1s the ſecond to the 


. Corinthians? how full of affe&ions? 
0 he joys, and he is ſorry, he grieves, 
* and be glories: never was there ſuch 


a care of a flock expreſſed, ſave in the 


+4 great Shepherd of the fold; who firf 


© ſhed tears over Jeruſaleni, and after- 
„würds blood. Therefore this care may 
„ De: learned chere, and then woven into 
«ſermons, which will make them appear 
1 exceedingly reverend and holy. Laſtly, 
* by an often urging of the preſence 
and majeſty of God, by theſe, or ſuch 
like ſpeeches, Oh let us take heed 
8 what we do! God ſees us: he ſees 
* whether 1 ſpeak as I ought, or you hear 
dE * as you ought: he ſees hearts 2 as we ſee 
5 faces! 


| { 213 Y T 


20 een he 8 among us; for if we be 
"WE here, he mult be here, ſince we are 
* here by him, and without him could 
«not be here. Then turning the dif- : 
on courle to his majelly, And he is a great 


God. and terrible; as great in mercy, 
ſo great in judgment. There are but 


two devouring elements, fire and water; 
5 u he hath both i in him; His voice is as the 5 
ſound of many waters: Rev, 3 And, Ile | 


« himſelf is a conſuming fire, Heb. 12. 


Such diſcourſes ſhew very holy. 
00 The Parſon's method in handling of 

text, conſiſts of two parts: Firſt, a 
« plain and evident declaration of 18 . 
a meaning of the text; and ſecondly. ſome 
choice obſervations drawn out of the 
« wholetext, as it lies entire. and unbroken 


66 in the Scripture itſelf. This he think 


ae and ſweet, and grave. Where. 
das the other way of crumbling a text 


into ſmall parts, as, the perſon ſpeaking, 


* of ſpoken to. the ſubject, and object, 
© and the like, have neither in it [weetnels,” 
Ces | 5 nor 


1 


"Cu 
nor gravity, nor variety; ; Ok the word; 
* apart are not Scripture, but a dictionar)j, 
2 and may be cotifidered alike in all the 
« Scripture. The parſon exceeds not an 
jour in preaching, becauſe all ages have 
* thought that a competency ; and he that 
* Profits not in that time, will leſs after- 
ar wards; the ſame effection which made 
* him not profit before, making him then 
- © weary; and ſo he grows from 1 not ke. 
« liſhing, to loathing 7 
What would Mr. Herbert think coull 
he look out of his grave, and ſee, and 
hear one of our modern divines proving 
by abſtract reaſonings the Being of God, 
delivering an unintereſting, critical dil 
courſe, or a mere moral lecture, in which 
| ſomepolitical duty is enforced by the rea. 
ſon and fitneſs of things? or could he ſet 
and hear one of our fops, or beaux, with 
= hair elegantly ekempt, by 2 hair-dreſſer 
on a Sunday morning, diſplaying a whit: 
| handkerchief, and declaiming in what is 
called * language; for ten, fifteen ct 


_ twenty 


3 r 


{ us ) 


wenty minutes Tempora mutantur, et 
nos—You will recollect, fr, that the title 
of the book from which the above extract 
js taken, is The country Parſon. And, I 
am perſuaded, if our country parſons, and 
city parſons too, were to preach agrecably 
to Herbert's deſcriptiott, they would be 
more uſeful than they are, and be more 
approved of God and men, than if they 

| ſtudied the ancients as their maſters in 
f the art of compoſition. Demoſthenes, 5 
10 Tully, and: Pliny, you ſhould have men- 
4 tioned Ariſtotle too, the father of critics, 
may teach you to preach for ſame; but 


| J Mr. Herbert, to ſave many precious ſouls 
i from eternal ruin, and to make a grateful ; 
3 : 


a) . love Wen. 
35 am, SIR, 
ich 1 ; Your humble ſervant, 


w. 


nty | 
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REV. s x, 


ID expreſſions ir in your letter g grieve | 
— me exceedingly. They look very 
much like ſneers at che only name where- 
: by we canbe ſay ed. Look at them again, 
and © bow your head, and bluſh;” yea, bow 
your knee, and adore the name of Jeſus : 
for as 1 live, ſaith th 1e Lord. unto me 
« every knee ſhall bow, every t onguc Chal 
„ ſwear. Surely ſhall one fay, In the 
15 * Lord have I righteoufneſs and Arength: 
« even to Him ſhall men come, and all 
* that are incenjed againſt him ſhall be aſham- 
+ 4d, In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of 
* Iſrael be jullified, and ſhall glory.” 
The exprellions 1 allude to, are theſe: 
% Some talk in every page of Jeſus C 5 
e ſweet Jeſus, & c. Kc. We have heard of 
« gopellers and 89þel preachers, who ima- 
| . « eine 


6 gine that the: 3 mention of 


* Jeſus Chriſt makes a good ſermon. — 
Now, ſir, though the frequent mention 
of that adorable name docs not make 4 
good ſermon, it certainly may  Chriſti- | 
anize a ſermon. Whatever virtue vou | 
preach, if it be not a Chriſtian virtue, . 
that is, if the pradlice of i it benot enforced 15 


by the name of Jeſus Chrift, your ſermon 
15 not only not a good one, but is a mere 
oral ay, or what it ſhould not bes. 


Other foundation can no man lay, than | 


*that which 1s laid, which 1 18 Jeſus Chriſt. 


1 Neither: is chere ſalvation 1 in any other; | 
„lor there is none other name given 
among men, whereby we mult be ſaved.” 
An explanation of the advantages, bh : 


G 


1 e and extent of ſome moral du— 


0 * may be I good compoſition, yet not 


Cavendum eſt in proponendi legis dodrinr, 


ne e hominum mentes in ea ſiſtantur, quali poſſen la- 


oem | in ejuſdem obſervatione invenire, fed per :egis 


Helilatem av Chrifti milericordi iam ſunt pioducendi. 7 


Day enaut. 


__ 4 good 


maths © 4 


TT i FI ater trade” « 
* * By us 
: . . YI” TT, 2 
r ” n ene 
ie eras Ive: r * 
0 he 


N | tert. 


618 


4 good ſermon ; for the preacher may in. 


fift on what are called natural obligations, 
and forget the Chriftian principle of faith 


in Chriſt, But take, for your ſubjed, 
clarity; and ſhew the advantages, obli- 
„ gation, and extent” ' of this grace and 
© .qAuty 5- explain its geneaology 3 E derive it 
as the Apoſtle did*, from a pure heart; 
and this from a good conſcience; and ſhew 
how the conſcience of a ſinful man can be 
, purged only by faith in the crucified 83. 
viour Let charity herſelf inſpire and ani. 
mate your foul, while you deſcribe her to 
your audience, and 1 ween, your people 
Vill be aftoniſhed at your doctrine, and 
| hardly believe their Own eyes, when they 
tell them, This i is the very man, who aſked 
Whether two or three of the moral papers 


from the Spectator would not be a true 


5 gol pel ſermon. 


It any people admire. a Termon merch 


beca gr Chriſt is frequently mention. 


. Tiw. i bo © | See ber Hurd's fermon on i 


5 ef 


this 


(mg) 


| ny in it, inſenlible of. * chouland faults, 


which may be in the ſermon, for the ſake 


ol precious ore, which lies amidſt uncon- 


nected ſands, or in a muddy channel; in- 


ſtead of laughing at their ſimplicity, and : 
deſpiſing them as enthukabic fools, I will 


eſteem their truly Chriſtian talte*. St. 


Paul had this taſte to a very great de- 
grec; ; * I determined not to know any 
6 thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, 
and: him crucified : yea, doubtleſs, and 


« U count all things but loſs, lor the ex- 


4 + cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Je- 
| « ſus my Lord,” He was like a man, who. 
had looked ſo long at the glorious ſplen- 
dour of the ſun, that he could ſee no other 
objed — but Jeſus Chriſt. He could 
ſcarcely write a ſentence without a glow- 
| ing regard to this name. How frequently 
do you find a repetition of it in all his 
25 ? In the compaſs. of five or fix 


*x ais that many 2 good Chriſtians may 


"hin expreſſed themſelves improperly ; am not con- 
wy cerned to vindicate their phraſes, 


2 
— * 
eee eee wp” 
0 Rave © 
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e 


hort ſentences, in the beginning of the firſt 


epiſtle to the Corinthians, you may find 


the name repeated ſo often as eleven times; 
a more frequent repetition this, than is 
to be paralleled in any modern diſcourſe, 


Before his converſation, St. Auguſtine 


had an enthuſiaſtic fondneſs for the works 
of Cicero. Cicero was ſeldom out of bis 
| hands; J and; when he went to bed, Cicero 
accompanied him, and was laid upon his 
pillow io meet his opening eyes at the 
| returning dawn of day. But, when he had 
read of Jeſus, ſo much was he changed ä 
into the Chriſtian taſle, that Cicero lay by 


neglected : Being alked the reaſon, why 
now he never read his once favourite au- 


« thor, he replied, Non eſt aliquid Chriſti, 


And what is there, which dilguſts you, 


2 the epithet ſweet? 88 Sweet Jeſus.“— 


What is there more improper in it, than 
in the epithet precious, which Peter loved 
to uſe - Precious Chriſt ; Precious faith; 
Precious promiſes.” The Plalmiſt tells 


us, that the word of God was ſweeter to 


bis 7 
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his foul, than the honey on Which you. 

| breakfafl, is to the taſte; and, I ſuppoſe, _ 
the reaſon to have been, becauſe the object 

| of that word was molt eee, ſweet 
unto — 5 

So afraid are we grown of miha, 
that religious affections are regarded with 
Fl jealous eye: as ifreaſon alone were bap- 
tized, and our paſſions to remain in a 


Pagan ſtate. Rational Chriſtianity, as it 


is called, which is nothing elſe than a 


proud aſlectation of Philoſophic wiſdom, 


has almoſt thruſt out of the Church that. 
faith which worketh by love. a Before we 


look into the bible we muſt form our creed : 


out of Ariſtotle; and then look into it 
only to twilt its meaning to favour pre- 


conceived opinions. Inftead of that cha- 


rity, which panteth after God, as the hunt- 
ed ſtag for the water-brooks; which re. 
Joiceth in the name of Jeſus; which looks, 
and longs, and labours for the converſion _ 
of men, and knits in bonds of cloſeſt 
ani each fairhful foul to other faithful 
55 ſouls; = 


0-408}: 
ſüouls; we ſons of reaſon profeſs a cold 
reſpect and reverence for the Deity, and 

a virtue called humanity, a favourable 
opinion of the ſtate of well-meaning Jews, 
Turks, infidels, and heretics, excepting 
only thoſe of © a certain deſcription,” 
It is reckoned a mark of a diſpoſition hol- 


8 tile to mankind; a mark of a narrow bi- 
Sotted ſpirit, to believe that a heathen 


5 cannot be in a ſtate of ſalvation, that 1 is, 


. cannot be turned from darkneſs unto 


Sk light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God.“ without faith in Chriſt; and that 
they, who hear the goſpel and do not be- 
lieve i in the Son of God, will not finally 
partake of everlaſting ſalvation. ; A man 
ſhall be zealous for his country's weal, and 

be allowed to talk inceſſantly with enthu- 
5 ſiaſtic ardour of a Chatham, or a Wall- 
ington, but not a word, or only in a fri- 
gid ſtrain of argumentation, of the Saviour 
of a fallen world. | f 
- = -The primitive C burch was not deſtitute 
of learned men, who underſtood the prin- 
5 eiples 
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ales of ; philoſophy and the art of. rea- 
ſoning, as well as any modern divine: but 
that which marked the character of the 

primitive Chriſtians in general was zeal 
and love; not what was in their heads, 


at leaft not the ornamental parts of learn- 


ing, but what was in their hearts, and 
which was fo expreſſed in their holy lives 
3 25 to evidence plainly, whence their light 
was derived. The name of Jeſus was 
- like the ſpikenard, when Mary broke her 
precious box: it filled the Church with 
: its rich perfume. | And truly, fir, I wil- 
lingly confeſs the weakneſs, if it be a weak- 
nels, which you ſeem to condemn. The--. 
name of Jeſus is ſweet unto my ſoul: O 
et N 9788 An m_ : e 


When with his name I'm | chant in ſong, 
1 with e all car and tongue. 


| o it came o'er my ear, like the ſweet ſouth 
That breathes upon: n bank of violets — 


-Whom. ſee I vonder, ry demurely fails. 
Ye Quietifls, in | Homnge to the Kies ! 5 
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— rn ent. — Who 3 make 


An unobſtruſive tender of your hearts, 
Abhorring violence! who halt indeed; 


But for the bleſſing, wreſtle not with Heavy" Q-! 


Tf Chriſt our theme, "tis impious to be calm, 
Paſſion is reaſon, tranſport temper, here, f 

Shall Hcav'n, which gave us ardor, and has ſhewn 
Her own for man fo ſtrongly, not diſdain 

A proſe of piety, a 6 a jukcwvarm praiſe? 


5 Riſe odours iweet from. incenſe uninſ! am d; 


Devotion, when lukewarm, 1s undevout. Young, _ 


You will not ſay, whatever | you may 5 
think, that the epillle of Ignativs to the 
Roman Chriſtians 1 is an enthuſiallic rhap- 
ſody. What expreſſions are there, of al- 
lectionate zeal for Jeſus Chriſt!“ 0 Now [ 
+4 begin to be a diſciple: Nor ſhall any 


« thing move me, | whether viſible or 


9 4 inviſible, that 1. may attain to Jeſus ö 


| «+ Chrift, Let fire, and the croſs; let the 
| 6 rage of wild beaſts; let breakings of 
bones, and tearing of members ; Tet the 5 
5 ſhattering i in pieces of the whole body, 
and all the wicked torments of the devil 8 
«, came 1 upon me; only let me s enjoy Jeſve : 


Chriſt. „ 


E 1 


6 All the ends of the world, and hs . 
© kingdoms of it, will profit me nothing: 
I would rather die for Jeſus Chrift, than 

7 IN „rule to the utmoſt ends of the cart. 

« Him I ſeek, who died for us: Him I 

00 defire that roſe again for us. — Permit | 
9 me to imitate the paſſion of my God. 
« «Tf any one has him within himſelf, let 

— * him confider what I deſire; and let him 


u Have compaſſion on me, as knowing 


how I am ſtraitencd. ns love 18 


8 cruciſied.“ — 


Biſhop Kenn has been led The iis 


. raphic Kenn ; but I never heard him ac- 
_culed of enthuſiaſm. | He too. talked al- 
molt in cvery page, in his devotional ex- 
planation of the catechiſm, | of Jeſus 
: Chiiſt: that name was as ſweet to him as | 
it is to ſome whom you ſneer at as goſpel- - 


lers and goſpel br cachers, I believe in 
« thee, O Jeſus, and I rejoice in that 
dear name which is ſo full and expreſſive 


*of- thy love. Thou art Jeſus our Sa-+ 
0 viour, | becauſe thou cameſl into the 
1 75 World 
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world on purpoſe to ſave us ſrom our 
„ fins. All love, all glory be to thee, | 
O be thou ever Jeſus to me: O let me 
A feel the kind force of that ſweet name, i in 
_« which I, and all ſinners do read our 
danger, and our deliverance, our guilt 
and our ſalvation. O moſt benign 5 
„ Jeſas! He well deſerves to be accurſed 
(that does not love thee: who, Lord, can 
ever hope to ſhare in thy falvation, who 
6c does not love thee his Saviour.” Kenn. | 
"This, fir, is what we ſhould aim at; this - 
is the end and deſign of the Chriſtian 
: miniſtry, to inſpire an ardent. affection 
for the name of Jeſus. For this we ſhould 
bow our knees to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chriſt, that our people 
may love Him, who firſt loved us; that 
Chriſt may dwell in their hearts by faith; 
that they may be rooted and grounded in 


love, and know the love of Chriſt, which 


paſſeth - knowledge. If we do not eſſect 


| this, we do nothing: we are then the 
alt 


N falt which kak loft; its e | The end 
i of the commandment 3 is charity, or love? 


Tis lone FEA iy our nimble fee 
3 ſwilt obedience move: | 

| The devils know, and tremble to; ; 
But Satan cannot love. N 


: Wiſhing you! to become a true e cabal or 
5 cola preacher, 


b, I remain, „„ Ry | 
Your humble ſervant, 


wy 
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ON TATECHISING. i 
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1 C ANN or put a an end to our correſ. 


pondence without taking notice ol 


5 your animadverſions on what I ſaid in my 
diſcourſe about catechiſing. You charge 
me with negligence and inconſiſtency, 
>The great diflance I have been obliged 
to live from my cure, has in ſome degree 
prevented an exact diſcharge of this paro- 
chial duty, and of another, which I ſhall 
mention in a ſuture letter. I ſay in ſome 
degree; for I have another obflacle to 


alledge in excuſe for my ſeeming negli- 
gence, | | 
' You ſay, * Some bye aſſened, 1 in the 
© zcal of favouritifin, that there are no 
„children in my pariſh.” It is fitting 


that favouritiſm ſhould be ready to ex: 
cuſe, or Jullity A friend ; but ſhould never 


5 | | 7 invent I 


5 129 55 
invent lying excuſes. And te; you 
ought to have been very certain of fads, 


| before you accuſed theſe ſome people of 
telling 2 lie in my favour. You could 
not underſtand. them, as aſſerting, that 
there are abſolutely no children in my 


5 pariſh; but that there are not a ſufficient 
number of | proper perſons, who. could be 
called upon for public catechiſing. 


And this 10 really the truth. Since the 
publication of your letter, Ihave procured 


An account of the number of children IN 


my little cure; and there are at this time. 


no more than eight, between the age of 


ſeven and fourteen years;. and four of 


theſe belong to two large families, who 
are lately come to ſojourn in my pariſh. 
Perhaps ſome people will think theſe cir- 
cumſlances ſufficiently acquit me of heg= 
ligence. . | 

But you chooſe to aft me with another 


: excuſe ; becauſe, under it, you think you 


can Kuen y -ourſelf 825 ſome of y our neg- 
ligent brethren. Parents negle& to 


«„ bend 
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Negligent clergymen may try to ſhift the 
blame from their own ſhoulders, and to 
load parents with it; but fenfible people 

will ſee with what an ill grace. The 
| fault, fir, is not in parents, a few exceptions | 
allowed, but in the clergy. If you do no 
more than any old woman in the pariſh 
may do as well, that i is, if you only hear 


parents will not be at the trouble, to clean 
and dreſs their children, t to ſend them to 
you. But if you do your duty as you 


and Maſters their ſervants, to the church 
to be catechiſed publickly, © when,” as 
| Biſhop Beveridge obſerved, © they find, 
you do not only examine thoſe who are 
«* ſent, whether they can ſay the catechiſm, 
_ 66 but ſet yourſelves 1 in good earneſt to in- 
N ſtruct them thoroughly in all the funda- 
* mentalarticles ofthe Chriſtian faith, and 
* in all the duties which they owe to al- 


130 
64 lend their Ak to be rieche 2 


children repeat the catechiſm by rote, 


ought, they will then ſend their children, | 


"bf 7 Sy God, to Fete loyercign, to their 
parents. 
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54 + parents, and to all their e as well 5 
as to themſelves and to one another. For 
they will then ſee, that this is the beſt ; 
4 ſort of education that parents can give 
0 their children; and that which will do 
them more good, than any thing elſe 
. % which they can ever do for them.” _ 0 
Had you rightly diſtinguiſhed between 
| thatcatechiſing which our Church requires 
every Sunday afternoon, which Ilamented, 
in my diſcourſe, as grown out of uſe, and 
that other catechiſing, which is now uſed 
by many clergymen in Lent only. and 
uhich conſiſts merely in hearing children 
repeat the church. catechiſm by rote, you 
had not charged me with inconſiſtency; 
ſor I did not fo much as intimate that, in | 
this ſuperficial way, the clergy do not ca- 
: techiſe; and inſtead of ſaying, that Iam . 
. the only clergyman i in the nei ighbourhood 
0 Bewdley who does not catechiſe, you 
_ would have ſaid, that the Rector of Dowles 
a the only one who does. I defined 
| entechif ing to be a familiar inſtruction of 
Ka ignorant 


5 3 5 


5 ignorant Pose in the firlt principles of 
Chriſtianity. Now, fir, though 1 have ſo 
| ſew children in my pariſh to inſtru, I 
have many grown. people i in my congre-_ 
gation every Sunday, who w ant the loweſt 
kind of inſtruction. 2 could not catechiſe 
theſe in form: but I have made it my 
= practice to diſcourſe from the pulpit in a 


plain, familiar manner on the firſt princi- | 
_ ples of Chriſtianity : £ 4 have explained Y 

ſeveral parts of - the church-catechiſm: | 

our ritual, behaviour at church, and the 
ſacraments have frequently been my ſub- 

. jects: propounding queſtions to my au- 
dience to be anſwered in theirown breaſts, 
This is not called catechiſing; you call it 
(to make me appear ridiculous) extempore 

preaching; but is in fad, the very thing, 
at leaſt comes the nearelt to the eatechi ing, 7; 

which our Church requires. 

And now, ſir, what becomes of yor our accu- : 

lation ofnegligence and inconſiſtency! You 

8 ſay „my candour, my modeſty, and my . 

hy judgment are not a little called in. qoeks | 

os tion.“ 


E 
I 
71 
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Ne TY, You may Rill doubt my judgmentif 
you pleaſe, and think Ihave not “ ſo much 
good ſenſe as ſome people, i in the zeal of 
„ fayouritiſm, no doubt, have given me 
credit for;” but, I hope, my candour 
at leaſt will be allowed. Truly I think it 
an evidence of candour, to mention 4a 

fault, of which I my ſelf am not quite clear“. 
25 received my firſt inſtructions from a 5 
mother, who was the mol guileleſs woman 
1 ever knew : ſhe taught me to abhor 
| falſhood, and to ſpeak. truth whatever 
' preſent inconveniences. it might bring 
upon myſelf. And, fir, I would never 
refrain from ſpeaking truth, the whole 
5 truth, eſpecially from the pulpit, to avoid 
your cenſure. But at the time [ preached f 
in Bewdley Chapel, the importance of 
catechiſing affected my mind greatly, and | 
* It. is but too poſſible, ſaid Secker to his Clergy, 
| that ſometimes you mult excite your people to virtues, 
in which you are, more or leſs, deficient yourſelves, 3 
For it would be heinous anfaithſulneſs to Omit or ex- 


| plain away neceſlary precepts, becaule you are per 
| led! in che practice ol them. 5 


: I bad 


4.914 
1 had formed a plan for catechiſing the 
children of my pariſh and neighbour- 
hood. So that the imputation of incon. : 
ſiſtency, and, I hope, of ee too, 
comes to nothing. 1 
After all, I muſt confeſs, that I am not 
quite ſatisfied with my own conduct. 1 
think I might have been more diligent 
in my pariſh. had I the zeal for which 
you give me credit, notwithſtanding the 
_ obſtacles which have been mentioned; 
for] have never yet ſet my mind upon 
any object butI found means to overcome 
the difficultics, which ſtood in the way to 
the accompliſhment of my deſign. In- 
ſtead of the ſelf importance, of which you 
accuſe me, I feel ſo conſcious of my 
delects, that in view of what I ought to 
be and do, I could run my head againk 
| the wall of my church; and the conſtant 
cry of my heart is K voie cherao,, 
Nee 2)engov. 
What I ſaid in my diſcourſe abs 0 


chi ing, aud which oe you lo much of- 
fence, 


035 


15 tende was extrated from a preface, which 
Hh Biſhop Beveridge prefixed to his ſhort ex- 
planation of the church-catechiſm. Had 
you known this, you would not have 
made ſuch a tragical out-cry about a for- 
midable attack upon the Clergy, on this 
ſubject. As the book is not in every 
ones hand, I will preſent you with ſome 
paſſages 3 in that preface, hoping they will 
1 excite. the clergy, who may read theſe 
: letters, to ſet themlelyes i in earneſt to the | 
= 91 of chis very neceſſary duty. 
We ſee, o our grief and ſhame, that 
Ln who do not only profeſs the re- 
« ligion of Jeſus Chriſt, among us, but 
© have the goſpel continually preached to 
0 them, are notwithſtanding as bad, if 
not much worſe, than ſome of thoſe Who 
never heard of it. Neither can it be 
otlierwiſe, fo long as the great duty of 
c catechiſing, or inſtructing people in the 
firſt principles of the Chriſtian religion, 
0 1s so GENERALLY NEGLECTED, or SLIGHTL 5 
5 '* PERFORMED, AS IT HATH BEEN FOR MANY = 
I K 4- OS. \ YEARS | 


* _ 
- ” * 
* gg” ö * g 
— * * * 
—_ = * 4 Ly boa — o Ve 


8 
1 
1 
| 
18 
c 
x 
4 
4 
4 
* 


2 


* Fo 2 * tn 4559 


2 — — — — — 


* * 
* * 


— p — . 
* + 34. ar 
Cn og es: 


« 
W +» 


— 


436 15 


© EARS TOGETHER. For people being 
8 baptiſed into Chriſt, in their infancy,— 
_* unleſs they be rightly informed, as they 

| „grow up, of what they then promiſed, 
80 before they have contracted any ill ha- 
66 bits. : whatſoever outward profeſſion 


3 


they may make of the Chriſtian religion, 


1 «; it hath little or no effect upon them. 8 
66 For they uſually profeſs it, not as it is | 
the religion of Chriſt, but as it is the 
NE religion of their country, in which they 
« are born and bred. And although they 


3 


* of their religion to hear it, yet it wakes | 
but little impreſſion upon them, becauſe 
Wh; they do not underſtand the principles 
«) we go upon, nor the meaning of the 
terms we uſe, and mull of neceſſity uſe, 
in the right preaching of it: which to 
© me ſcems one of the chief reaſons, why © 
6 1 many ſermons in our days are yy 
| „ preached to no purpoſe, except it be to 
8  ABSraVate: the faults of thoſe that hear 


. chem: 


have che golpel preached over and over 
again to them, and make i ita great part 


6379 


% them: whereas if the principles of our 


" holy religion were firſt inſtilled into : 15 
« thoſe which are young, as they g grow in 
: «years, they would grow in grace too, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
2 Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo by degrees „ 
« would be rightly diſpoſed and qualified „ 4 . 14 
0 both to underſtand. and to receive =_ os 11 
« word with all readineſs of mind, and 

* would profit more by any one ſermon 3 
they hear, than others do by all, how 27 
10 many ſoever they be. - | . 
5 BY Upon theſe, among many other ac- 
0 counts, it is to be earneſtly wiſhed by 
wall that love Chriſt and his. religion, 
«that the Rubricks and Canons of our 
> Church concerning catech ing. could be 
5 generally and duly obſerved. = Ow 
« Church of Chriſt would then put on an- 5 

* other face, and true primitive Chriſti- 5 


6 *anity would ſoon be revived among us. {HY 

46: Every curate or miniſter of every Ons 1 '1 | | 
* pariſh in England, is obliged, by f \} Ty 
5 Kubrick and _ klty: ninth. Canon, . not x V } 4 Ti 


6 care- 


(3) 


1.20 catelefily but diligently, not b privnizly 
but openly, to examine and inſtruct ſome 
_ * of his pariſhin ſome part of the catechiſm 

Bo every Sunday and holy-day throughout 
m6 year: ſo that none can ever negle& 
* or omit it upon thoſe days, without ma- 
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| | 6 nifeſt and wilful diſobedience to the 
JA Jaws both of the Church and ſtate under 
5 «+ which they live, and that too in a thing 
© 4 which they are bound to do, out of duty 
Walt * to God, and to the people committed 
| 1 5 to their charge, although there was no 
1 - & fuch politive law for it. But howſoever 
in * leſt any ſhould be ſo ſtupid and inſenſ⸗ 
ble of their duty herein, as, notwith- 
« ftanding all this, till to continue in the 

« negled of it, our Church in the foreſaid 
Canon hath enforced it with the greatel 

_ *% penalty that ſhe can inflict: For her 
words are theſe,” And if any miniſter ſuall 
neglec his duty herein, let him be ſharply re. 
proved upon the firſt complaint, and trut 
notice thereof given to the Biſhop or ordinary 
of the 00+ FO Jubmitting hinge if, le 
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: ſhall willingly 8 e again, tt him | 
be ſuſpended. If ſo the third time, there being 
little hope that he will be therein reformed, then 
5 excommunicated, and h remain r until he be re. 
formed. Ca; | 
Another thing, much to be obſerved. 
* in theſe laws, 1s, that every miniſter 1 


bound not only to teach the youth and : 


ignorant perſons of his pariſh their cate- 
a chiſm, and to examine whether they can 
L ſay it, but he is bound likewiſe to in- 
4 0 firudt them in it, and to examine whether = 
« they underſtand it or no; and that too. 
4 ſo long, till they can all, according to 
« their ſeveral abilities, give a good ac- 
count of their faith, and of all the du- 5 
« ties which God requireth of them. 
Now if all this was duly and general- 1 
ly obſerved all the kingdom over, what 
«an excellent Church and people ſhould 
eve then become. Then the promiſe 
2 *which God hath made to his Church in | 
general, would be fulfilled to ours par- 
8 ps: i For we ova all know him from 
1 the 


614% Y 


x; 8 the leaf 10 the greateſt of us. And if we 
„ knew him aright, we could not but 
0. ſerve, honour, and obey him as we 
«6 ought, and ſo live as becometh Chriſti- 
© ans, ſhining as lights in the world. 


© It is indeed a very hard and difficult 
duty. to do it elleddually. It is eaſy 
__*% enough, I confels, to hear children 4) 
-. ears ſay their catechiſm by rote: but » 
that ſignifies very little, unleſs they un. 
% derſtand what they ſay. But to make 

: *them underſland every word and + i 


M4 * ſton, as it 18 neceſſary they ſhould, 


-:00 „order to their being fully inſtruded i in. 
it; this, I think, is one of the hardelt | 
duties belon ging to the miniſterial olſice. | 
For it requires great preſence of mind, f 
and quickneſs of invention, to explain 
05 every thing ſo, as the weakeſt capacities 


„may apprehend it. But how hard ſo— 
ever it is, IT. IS NECESSARY TO BE DONE. 


And therefore every miniſter ſhould. 
1M ſtudy and ſtrive all he can to do it ſo, 


4 as that it may anſwer the end for which . 
it 


eit is { appointed; aud thay he may give a * 
4 good account of it at the Laſt- -Day. 955 
Fer which purpoſe many have taken 
great and worthy pains in ſub-dividing 
| « the catechi „n into leſſer queſtions and 1 
anſwers, to be got without— book, and | 
L746 repeated by thoſe Who come to be ex- 
« amined and inſtrudde d1 in it. And that 
. * doabileſs. is of great uſe, if PER care be 
taken that they do not make ſuch an- 

« bers, as they are apt to repeat the cate- 
Fe chiſm. only by rote, without underſland- 
ing what is meant by them. But here- 
in lies the main difficulty, even how to 
*poſſefs young and ignorant people with 
« a clear underſtanding, right apprelen- 
0 lions, and a due ſenſe of all that is 
„contained in the catechiſui; that they 
5 may become wiſe unto ſalvation. 
© Which every one ſhould endeavour by 
7 oh 70 ſuch ways and means, which, he finds 
dor thinks, will conduce mot towards 
bo it.— 


6 „The courſe that to me ſeems moſt ef- 
e fecual 


„ e — 


(#42) 


1 A to this purpoſe, is, 7 giving 
them firſt a ſhort, plain and eaſy expo- 
«ſition of fome one part of the catechiſm; 

4 and then examining whether they under- 

5 * ſtand what was ſaid. by propounding ſuch 


60 queltions to them as had been reſolved 
| 5 in the fore-going expoſition. And 
| « where we find their underſtanding, or 


OW their memory, or both to fail them, then 


«to tell them the ſame thing over again, 


0 in other words, ſuch as we think moſt 


„ 45\paty and. familiar to them. And this 
« not only at that time, but when they 
78 come next to be examined again; by 
* which time their parents, or ſome other 
that were preſent, may have helped them 
6: by repeating the ſame things ſo often 
«to them, that they may be able to give 
e ſome tolerable. account of them, conſ- 


« dering each one's capacity and age. 


«And if this courle be continued fo as to 


| 10 go over the whole cateckiſm i in this man- 


3 1 ner, once or twice a year to the ſame 
e W mm though they began young and 
| * ignorant, 


143 
ignorant, yet 1 doubt not, but by the 
_ « bleſting of God, they will at laſt come to | 
have a right underſtanding | in all things 
e neceſſary to their ſalvation. _ J 
* That this, or any other way that ſhall 5 
0 be taken for the inſtructing children, 
„may have its due aſſect, they muſt not _ 
only be taught the catechiſm while | they 
Ei Sa 3 


4 


. while, and then leave it of again, 5 


and repeat it publickly for | 


285 ee in a year or two, but they muſt 


« continue. it for many years together. : 


And though it may be proper to pro- N 


pound to them at firſt only one or two 
ot queſtions, ſuch as the miniſter ſhall 
think fit, under each head, yet as they 
* orow in years, and ſo are more capable, 
every thing that is neceſſary to be known 
de in every part of the catechiſm ſhould by 
degrees be made plain and eaſy to them, 
«ll they underitand the whole, and are 
* able to give a good account of any 
material queſtion that can be propound- 

ed to oem out of it. But this cannot be 
| done 


(14) 


« one 1 in a Wort time. They who are 


4 deſigned for any art or trade are gene- 


„rally ſeven years in learning the myſtery 
* of it, although they be uſually ſixteen or 
e ſeventeen years of age before they begin. 


— How then can children before that age 


« be thought ableto learn all the myſteries 

. of our holy religion in leſs time? No; 

« it is well if they can do it in ſo little; 
or, rather, it is ſcarce poſſible they 

_ * ſhould, unleſs there be more than ordi- 
© nary care and pains taken with them. 
3h The frequent repeating of the catechiſm, 
Ms may imprint the words, upon their 


minds: but to bring them to a right 


$6 underſtanding and due ſenſe of the mat- 
"a ter contained in thoſe words, will re- 


"ah quire a great deal of time, if not all they 


0 W till they are lit to go out into the 
* world, or at leaſt are ſixteen or ſeventeen 
„years old. Neither do I ſee how it can 


40 be done in he time, unleſs the miniſter 


«performs his duty as it is enjoined every 
be Lord', s day, or at leaſt fo often as to go 
— : bb Bd ho . 


( 145 4 
„over the whole eaterbiſim. once, "if not 
| | « oftener, every year: for ifhe doth it only 5 
at one time of the year, as ſuppoſe in 
0 Lent, the children, having forgotten 
« what they learned the year before, muſt 
* always begin again, and ſo never come 
„to the end: whereas if theſe great 
+ truths. and duties be inculcated into 
them every Lord' day. and ſo over and 
« over again all along till they come to . 
0 the foreſaid years, or, if there be oc- 
0 caſion, longer; they will in all probabi- 
4 lity make ſuch impreſſions upon them 
das will ſtick by them as long as they live, 
25 and by the grace and bleſſing of God. 
4 keep them always ſtedfaſt in the faith, 5 
* and ſincere i in their obedience to Him. 
5 And if this was once conſtantly prac- 
a tiſed in every pariſh, as it ought, the 
6 * whole nation would ſoon find the happy 5 
effects of it, This being one of the belt 
| 46 means that can be uſed for the reform- 
= 10g the many diſorders that are in It, £7 


(246 

* and without which, i ite can never r be done 
d effectually.“ e | 

I have only to add my enmeli wiſhes, 
that the arguments of this pious Prelate 
may have their due weight with you, and 
with other of the Clergy, who have hi- 
therto been contented with hearing chil. 
dren repeat the Catechiſm by rote, and 
may engage you, and them, to a careful 
inſtruction of youth in the knowledge of 
thoſe things which advance both the tem- 


5 rer and eternal intereſts of « our  fellow- | 


Jo SIR, 
Your humble ſeryant, 


5 


"LET: 
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; HE importance of catechiſing, or in» | 
= ſtructing youth i in the principles ol 
f Chritianity,; 18 ſo great, that J have reſum- 
ed the ſubject. in order to lay before you 
the ſentiments of Archbiſhop Secker. 
Another deſect: in ſome places is, that 
5 barely the words of the Catechiſm are 
* taught without any explanation. Now. 


__ * the very plaineſt expreſſions in it will 
* need to be varied into others that are 
3185 equivalent: elſe children will too often 


learn nothing but the ſound, and unleſs 


„this danger, which is a very great one, 
5 be guarded againſt, you will have ſpent 
both their pains and your own to but 
mall purpoſe. Beſides, all ſciences have 
7 5 cheir terms, which muſt be interpreted 
to beginners: : and ſome of thoſe in the 
EO catechiſm are figurative ones; very pru- 
bf 6 dently uſed, as chey comprehend in a 
e e „little 


ere > 


45 148. , 
„ Jitthe compals mich meaning, and lead | 
to the underſtanding of the ſame figures f 
in ſcripture; but undoubtedly uſed on 
8 e to be explained: without 
which they are liable to make either no 
impreſſion or a wrong one. And farther _ 
till, a ſyſtem ſo ſhort as to be learnt by 
5 heart, muſt have need, were it ever ſo 
85 Fan to be enlarged on; the proofs. of 
© its truth, the connections and tend lency 5 
« of its doctrines, the uſe and extent of its 
 * precepts to be ſhewn: and therefore lince 
the Canon with great reaſon enjoins, not 
*« only that you examine, but inſirud the 
« children in their catechiſm, I hope you 


: $6614] © think this a very needful part of-- 1 


that inſtruction. As to the manner of 
« it, that may be different, not only in 
different places. but 1 in the fame It dil. | 
«ferent times. Sometimes a continued 
e ailcourle® of ſome length may be re- 
* Sermons on the Baptiſinal Covenant, the Creed, 
and the Ten Commandments by 8. Walk er, of Truro, 
Are excellent ex amples of me continued diſcomle” 


zecom:nended by the « Archbihop, wo be 
45 | " quiſite 


{ 149 * 

* « quiſite: as it will lay before kh adult 
© part of your pariſhioners a methodical 
e ſummary of Chriſtian dodrine; which 
« they often want very much for them 
« ſelves, and will thus be enabled to teach 
« ſomething of it to their children, after 
aAthey have heard it together from you. 
4288 Sometimes a curſory expoſition of the 
= raore difficult expreſſions may deſerve 
5 "6 the preference. But aſking the children 
| *+ queſtions, relating to each part, and Pr. - 
0 curing them to learn texts of ſcrip- are 
5 conſirming each, will be always . ene- 
dial. The words of the catechiſm it- 
* ſelf may be very uſefully broken into 
» ſhorterqueſtions and anſwers: to which 5 
others may be added out of any one f 
4 the many good ex poſitions that have | 
M been made public. Only you ſhould 
by endeavour as ſoon and as much as you 
can to make this a trial and improve- ; 
ment of the underſtanding as well as the _ 
memory of young people, by aſking ſuch 
things: as they ſhould reply to in words 

4 75 3 5 5G 2 
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4 V of their own ; making that eaſy to them 
in every poſlible way. And indeed, if 
4 many of your queſtions were formed to 
«4 he anſwered merely by athrming or de- 
** nying, it would be a very good method: 
and there is an expoſition drawn up in 
85 that manner. 
In ſome places i it is pleaded, that the 
s 2 children cannot read, and their parents 
* eichercannot orwill not get them taught, 
and therefore the foundation for their 
15 e the catechiſm is wanting. 
* But ſurely ſome perſon might be found, 
«+ within a moderate diſlance from every 5 
© to W hom parents might be indu- 
*:ced;-at lcaſl if ſomething were contribu- 
ted towards it, to ſend their children to 
. inſtructed thus far. Or at the worſt, 5 
they who cannot read might caſily by 
degrees learn ſo much as the catechiſm 
by heart: eſpecially as the three main 
parts of it are in every Sunday's prayers. 
6 The. incapacity of reading was almoſt 


general at the time of the Reformation: 
85 : Welt © 


x oy x 


60 vet even in thoſe days the cler oy were 
able to teach firſt parents and houſhold- 
© ers, then by their means children and 


« ſervants, the Lord's prayer, the creed, 


« and the ten commandments : : and aſter- 05 


6 wards the reſt of the catechiſm.” 


This worthy Prelate did himſelf prac- 
| tice what he recommended to the regard : f 


of his Clergy. When Biſhop of Oxford, 


he was, I think, at the ſame time Rec- my 
tor of St. James s, and then diligently 
explained the church- catechiſm to his 
pariſhioners, in a courſe of catechetical 


lectures. The learned Uſher Archbiſhop | 


of Armagh devoted an hour every Friday 


aſternoon, in his chapel, to inſtruct his 

family and neighbours 1 in the catechiſm. 
But there is another example, which 
deſerves our conſtant regard, and which 
excites us to imitation: it is that of the 


meek and lowly Jeſus; who ſaid, Suffer 


little children to come unto me, and 
whoſe wonderful condeſcention and pa- 
tience ſtooped to the infirmities of his 


14 1 Ignoragt 


e 
ignorant and fooliſh, his dull and pre- 
zjudiced diſciples, who in underſtanding 
were little children, and perverſe ones 
mL Go 
While I have been writing this and the 
former letter, a paſſage in Iſaiah has ſre- | 
quently occurred tomy memory : * Whom 
« ſhall he teach knowledge? and whom 

** ſhall he make to underſtand doctrine? 
them that are weaned from the milk, 
Land drawn from the breaſts. For pre- 
W cept muſt be upon precept, precept upon 
** precept, line upon line, line upon line, 


chere a little and there alittle.” To in. 


firut children in this manner, you will 
find a more difficult and laborious talk, 
than compoſing well” and writing a ſet 
of © good ſermons” to be preached over 
| and over again. The firſt Biſhops of 
Rome were ſure, ſooner or Jater, to pay 
the forſciture of their lives by a violent 
death; and, it hath been ſaid, no man 
would ever ſit in the epiſcopal chair, who 
| did! not love Shri more than his own. 
| | life: 


6330 


life: TY I am perſuaded, no Clergyman 5 
will ever be a diligent catechiſt, who does 
not love our Saviour, and ſeck the ſalva- : 
tion of people's ſouls more than his own 
eaſe, and. the indulgence of an indolent 
temper, or who deſires any thing more for 
himſelf in this world than that without 
»hich he cannot keep God's laws. 


- You r humble ſeryant, : 


W. J. 


8 1 cap: — — — 
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E 
ON CONFIRMATION: 
REV. SIR, 


C HAVE belore infiſied; in general, on 


1 the importance of the great duty of 
catechiſing; ; but there 1s one argument for | 


it yet behind. Children are quite paſ- 


| five in baptiſm: and it is neceſſary, when 


= they come io age, that they become Chil. 
tians on principle. In order to this, they 
muſt be made acquainted with the nature 
of the ſalvation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 5 
and with their own condition, as necding 
that ſalvation: otherwiſe, they can never 
become Chriſtians by a an. act of their own 


will. 


Ran and. fcripture ſhew this to be 
abſolutely neceſſary; : our Church eſtcems 
it neceſſary. The catechiſt puts it to 
5 every ones conſcience; Poſt thou think 
4 e wos art bound to believe, and to 

ee do 


* 135 + 
ee PR as ins {thy Godfathers and Godmo- 
0 thers) promiſed for thee ?” We are told, 
that Repentance, whereby we forſake fin: ; 
and faith, whereby we ſtedfaſtly believe 
the promiſes of God, muſt be performed 
by every one, when he comes to age: and, 


at confirmation every one profeſſes to be 


a Chriſtian | on e by an act of his 


own will. 


It is only on n ſuppoſition of previous i in- 


ſruction. and on conviction of the reality 


of people 8 converſion to our God and Sa- 
viour, that any are to be confirmed. If 


a Biſhop be not ſatisfie ed, that candidates 


for confirmation are well grounded i in the 


principles of Chriſtanity, he ought not to 


confirm them: otherwiſe the people are 


confirmed in their ignoronce; and the 


Biſhop propagates in the Church the groſs 


| darkneſs which covers the earth. It is to 


be feared that this i is now generally the 


caſe. Multitudes are dragged together 


from various parts of the country to be 
hap d, Las they call i it regarding confirma. 


tion | | 


enn . , 
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tion as an idle ceremony, or as a ans 
the aſſembly looks more like a riotous 

meeting, than a religious congregation of 
devout people: children are confirmed be- 


fore they have any knowledge of them- 


ſelves, or of the principles of Chriſtiani- 


ty; and not one in fiſty becomes a com- 


municant after confirmation; which de- 
monſtrates the wretched flate in which 
they received impoſition of hands. 
We ought either to lay aſide the bap- 
lm of infants entirely; or be more care- 
| ful of gur catechumens, after the example 
of the primitive Church; and not admit 
any into the number of the faithful, by 
confirmation, of whoſe real converſion to 
God, we have not good reaſons to be per- 
ſuaded. If this were done, there would 
' ſoon be an end to the idle controverly 
about pedo-and adult-baptiſm. 


Suppoſing a miniſter has done bis duty 


in inſtructing youth in the principles of 
Chriſtianity, and that he does not preſent 


any: to the: Biſhop to be confirmed, but 
- uch 


(wm) 


Shs as he en believes are worthy to : 
be admitted into the number of the faith- _ 
ful in Chriſt Jeſus, infant baptiſmand the ; 
ancient rite of confirmation will then ap- 
pear reaſonable, and be very uſeful. 
Think with yourſelf, fir, that you ſee a 
miniſter, with a little flock of enlightened | 
and ſanctified Chriſtians, going to his ſu- 


periour in the Church, to give an account = 


of his ſtewardſhip. * Behold, I and 8 
* children whom the Lord hath given 5 
* me, are for ſigns, and for wonders in 


 Hrael: theſe are the ſeals of my miniſtry, TY 


my evidences that I have not Ros 5 


in vain, neither laboured in vain.“ 


Think with yourſelf, what pleaſure a ſpirit. 
tual father in Chriſt muſt feel on ſuch a 
joyful occaſion! With what gratitude 10 
God ! with what aflectionate regard to 
their paſtor! with what holy reverence 
and ſweet expectation, the candidates ap- 
proach, to receive full admiſſion into the 
communion of ſaints ! while they profeſs, | 


8 Me heanily thank our heayenly Fa- 


de ther | 


6 138 

5 ther. that he hath called us to this Nate 

20 8 ſalvation—a ſalvation which we cor- 
bs « dially approve and ſincerely value in 
** the whole of it, as moſt worthy of and 

8 honourable to God and to Jeſus Chrif 
35: Or Saviour—a ſalvation, without | 
IE which, we areno better than ruined crea- 

— tures, eternally undone; but which is 

0 complete i in its effes to us. We avouch 
„this day the Lord to be our God: 

8 « will never be aſhamed to confeſs 1 
faith of Chriſt crucified; and are deter- 
« mined to fight manfully under his ban- 

ner againſt fin, the world, and Satan; 

and, through grace divine, will conti- 
„nue his faithful ſoldiers and ſervants 
dato our life's end.” With what high 
" CatisfaQion will a Chriſtian biſhop lay his 
hands on one whom he has good reaſon to 
believe is Aa member of Chriſt, a child of 
| God, an heir of immortal glory! Me- 


thinks, I ſee him engaged i in his moſt de. 
lightful employ, and that to which every 


: other olfice ofa biſhop and miniſter is Sony 
. dub. 


(19) 


Abervtent. 176 admit them 1 into the fel- 

Z low{hip of ſaints and angels, the keys ofthe 
kingdom of heaven unlock the everlaſting 

doors of mercy: they are invited by the | 


| biſhop i into the j Joy of theirLord, in words | 
to this eſſect: 


8 ee come hither ye, whom from an evil world” 
The name of Jeſus draws ! you count him fe cet, 
« And great, and mighty, by that glimm' ring light 
Vour novice minds have gain” 'd, Vou venerate 
_ That full acquaintance, and that vital unſon 
00 Whereby the faithful know him: and to chis 
«You now aſpire. But can you then let go. 
= Your worldly wiſdom, and become as babes 
«To learn new maxims and the mind of Chriſt 

« Can you forſake your former eaſe and ſunſhine 
„T' affociate with a poor afflided people, . 
The ſcorn of all mankind? Can you he weight | 
„Of your whole ſouls, with all your hopes of God, = 
« * Reſt on a long-paſlt action; and that ſuch. : | 
«As your Lord's myſtic but opprobrious death; : 
« Or on events which viſionary ſeem _ 

WA reſurreaion, and ſome ſecond world? 
Can you ſuch gratitude and ſov'reign love 
Contract for One, who, but with grace unſeen, 

« Aſſiſts you inwardly ; that for his ſake 
=. Tou ll crucify your lleſh, curb your own will, 5 

: | 64 * And 3 : 


: ( 480 ) 
1 And nothing but his ſervants be in life? 


© Dare you henceſorward undertake theſe things? 1 
16 | 


—Then you ſhall ſoon, by ſacred rites, 
T1 Among us be admitted.“ {, Is; ; . 
| Beſides the plea of antiquity, 8 
may be pleaded for the rite of confirma- 
tion; thus adminiſtered, it is fo reaſon- 
able, ſouſeful, and neceſlary a ſervice, that 
Il cannot ſee how it can be objected to. 
Calvin himſelf approved of confirmation 


properly adminiſtered. Our diſſenting 


= brethren do not uſe it; but they uſe what 


is equivalent to it; for, beſore that any 
one is admitted into their church-fellow- 
ſhip, he muſt give an account of his views 
of the principles of Chriſtianity, and of 
his experience, to the allembled members 
of the Church into which he les for ad- 
mittance. | | 

Wiſhing that every thing 4 in our own. 
Church may be done decently and in 


order, 
. remain, 8 1 Ry 


Your humble feryant, e VW. + 
e L * 


46 
LETTER XII. 
ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM. 

KEV: | SIR, 
T7 common people entertain very 5 
ſuperſtitious notions of the ſacra- 
ment of baptiſm. They are ſhocked at the £ 
idea of a child dying unbaptized: they | 
fancy, ifit goes out of the world without a | 


name, it will be a wandering ghoſt, like 
the manes of the ancient heathens. whoſe. 


bodies were denied ſepulture. Yet, Where 


this luperſtition prevails in any degree, x: 


could never diſcover any reverence for 


baptiſm, as a Chriſtian ſacrament. And, 
Tam ſorry to lay, the Clergy, ſome of the 
Clergy, ſhew very little more reſpect, in 
the adminiſtration of this ordinance, than 


the common people. In the adminiſtra- 5 


tion of the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 2 


we diſcover ſome degree of awe and re- 


verence; ; but, ; in baptiſm, none. Vet it is 5 


as. much, and equally as important an or- 
AM: dinance, 


662) 


5 dinance, or ſacrament of Chriſt 8 inflity- 2 
| tion, as that of the Lord' 8 ſupper. 
Next to the want of proper inſtruction, 


aud eſpecially neglect of the great duty of 


catechiſing, the irreverent adminiſtration 
ol baptiſm has been greatly owing to bap. 
tizing infants in private houſes, when per- : 
haps a nurſe only is preſent, and it is next 
| to impoſſible to ſupport a degree of ſolem- 
nity. Lhaveſeldom ſeen the father of the 


child preſent on theſe occaſions; or, if he 


happens to be in the houſe, he rarely at- 
tends to what is doing, or bends his knee 
while the minilter is praying for his child, 

Li is much to be wiſhed that the Rubricks : 


were enforced, which ordain that © The 


* curates of every pariſh ſhall warn the 
people that without great cauſe and ne- 


d ceſſity they procure not their children 


to be baptized at home in their houſes. 
The people are to be admoniſhed, that 
Lit is moſt convenient, that baptiſm 
” ſhould not be adminiſtered but upon 
1 Sundays, and other holy-day 8, when 

3 the | 


0 165 ＋ 
e the moſt Amber of people come e toge⸗ | 
« ther: as well for that the congregation 
© there preſent may teſtify the receiving 
* of them that be newly baptized, into the 
« number of Chriſt's church; as alſo be- 
* cauſe in the baptiſm of infants, every 
© man preſent may be put in remembrance 
of his own profeſſion made to God! in his . 
| 1. baptiſm.“ 15 „„ i . 9 5 
Another cauſe of the irreverent admi- | 
'aiſlcation of baptiſm | is deferring the ordi- 
nance, or the recognition of it, when chil- 
dren are preſented by Godfathers and 
Godmothers in the church, beyond the 
time limited by the Rubrick. + The. 
curates of every pariſh ſhall ollen admo- 


* niſh the people that they defer not the 


by baptiſm of their children longer than 
© the firſt orſecond Sunday next after their 
* birth, unleſs upon a great and reaſon. 
Aahle cauſe, to be approved by the curate, -: 
The only reaſon in general, why baptiſm 
is deferred a longer time, is, to prepare 1 
an indecent carouſal on the occaſion; 
5 Me Ty | : . when, 


. 264 . 


Xo when, if we were to judge of baptiſm by 

the behaviour of thoſe preſent, we might 
rather think the child baptized ir into Bac- 
chus, than into Chriſt, _ 


A child may be brought into the con- 


gregation with more lafety a week aſter 
"ak birth, as it can be conveniently wrap- 7 

ped up in warm cloathing, and be kept 
covered eaſily, than when three months, 
or half a year old. | 


In the large pariſh, where I ſerved many 


years, before I. came into Worceſterſhire, : 
it was uſual to defer the baptiſm of in- 
fants till after the enſuing harveſt, | 


Drunkennels. gluttony, gaming, and in— 


5 decent riot were generally the conſequen- 
ces; 7 and the Poor labourers ſuffered 
greatly from the expence of theſe feaſts. 
After admoniſhing my pariſhioners of the 

1 impropriety of their conduct, I urged 
| them to preſent their children to be bap- 

_ tized as the Rubrick directs, and inſiſted 
= that if they would not bring their children 


to church to be chriſtened i in the month, 


( 165 ) | 
= or at the month's end, when the mother | 
came to be churched, I would not church 
the mother. Perhaps I ſtrained my au- 
thority a little! in this; but the effect was 
what I wiſhed. I ſet them the example - 
in baptizing my own children publickly 
the firſt or ſecond Sunday after birth; and 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing ſeveral of my 
pariſhioners follow the example; and in a 
little while, every child i in the pariſh. was 
baptized or chriſtened at the month's end, 
and we heard no more of expenſive and 
_ indecent chriſtenings, | | Theſe circum- 
| Nances are mentioned to ſhew what may 
be done; for many clergymen | ſubmit to 
what they diſapprove, in deſpair of any 
good effects from proper exertions. 

Our church requires that none but 
communicants, that 1s, in the language of 
the primitive church, none but the faith- 
ful, ſhall be admitted to ſtand as ſpon- 
ſors, or as Godfathers and Godmothers, 
at the chriſtening or confirming of any 
one. As this rule cannot be obſerved : 
8 M3 without 


Tz 
; 
b 
b- 

F 
„ 


( 166 ) 


without excluding half our pariſhioners | 
from baptiſm, which would occaſion great 


_uneaſineſs, we certainly ought to conform 
to the rule as nearly as circumſtances of 
| things, in the preſent degenerate ſtate of 
the church, will admit. We ought o 
take care that {ſponſors be previouſly 
taught to behave with outward propriety. 


at the adminiſtration of this ſacrament, 


and that not one perlon be admitted to 
ſtand, who, on account of notorious ig- 
norance, or profaneneſs, 1s evidently un- 


qualified for the office. The contrary 


practice is another cauſe of that i irreve- 
lence, which manifeſtly attends the admi- 
niſtration of this lacrament. 5 


At would be far better to have no God- ; 


| 8 or Godmothers, than ſuch as are 


a publick diſgrace to the Chriſtian name. 


That which our Church requires, by de- 
manding Godfathers and Godmothers, is 


ſecurity for the Chriſtian education of 
children, that is, that they be taught 


whatever a Chriſtian ought to know and 
SY believe 


4 N _ 1 8 0 go I OR 
- 1 . 9 * 
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* believe 4 to his foul $ kealchs bat ignorant 
and profane Godfathers and Godmothers 
are no ſecurity at all. It would be as rea- 
ſonable a practice, ifthe miſſionaries, who 5 


1 b 
cs 


are ſent out by the ſociety forpropagation £ 


of the goſpel in foreign parts, were to bap- 

tie the children of heathen parents and 

| bribe the heathens themſelves to ſtand as 

ſponſors for thoſe children, as it is to bap- . 

tize children of profane Chriſtians, ſ6 

called, and admit heatheniſh Chriſtians 

to. ſtand as ſponſors for the Chriſtian 
education. of our children here at home. 


To ſhew you that I am not quite ſin- 


gular in theſe ſentiments, I will tranſcribe 
a pallage from one of Archbiſhop Secker's 
charges. by Baptiſm, eſpecially when 

9 oh * adminiſtered in private houſes with- 
out neceflity, is too often. treated. even | 


i during the adminiſtration, rather as an 
48 ie ceremony than a Chriſtian ſacra- 


ment: or however that be, is com- 
monly cloſe followed by very valuicable, 


( 168 ) 


« if not otherwiſe alſo indecent levity and 


jollity. Now in theſe circumſtances it 
is highly requiſite, that the miniſter 
« ſhould by a due mixture of gravity and 
judgment ſupport the ſolemnity of the 


© ordinance; and either prevent impro- 


* prieties in the ſequel, or if it be doubt. 


ful whether he can, excuſe himſelf, with 
«a civil infimation of the unfitneſs of 
ee them, from being preſent.” „ 1 

Ik he that profanes the Lords ſupper, 


who eateth and drinketh unworthily, i 1s 
guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt, 
and eateth and drinketh to his own dam- Z 
nation, ſurely, fir, where there are ſuch 
55 practices as theſe which I. complain of in 
| this letter, when this holy ſacrament of 
baptiſm is profaned, the bleſſing of Hea- 
ven is not to be expected. Iſhall conclude 5 
this letter with a ſentence from the Au- El 

| thor above quoted, and which J wiſh to 


e particularly noticed by you and all 
: "HE Clergy; 5 If we e only Juſt do what 
„e 


1690 
« we can be puniſhed by our ſuperiors 
for neglecting, we muſt. neither expect 
"6 ſuccels nor reward. 5 


( | 


1 am, 3 u, 
' Your humble ſeryant, 


et 


meh 
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LETTER xn. 
on COMMUNION, OR RECEIVING THE $4- 
CRAMENT or THE BODY AND BLOOD or 
CHRIST. 


#7 HE 9 of ella, date which 
Chriſtendom i is divided and ſubdi- 


vided, is not a greater ſign of the corrup- 


tion of Chriſtianity, than i is the ſmallneſs | 
of the number of communicants in our 


Church of its degeneracy. 


That ſcripture i 18 fulfilled i in üs; « Men 
« ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves, co- 


"6% vetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, 
_* diſobedient to parents, unthankful, un- 
0 holy, without natural affection, truce- 


* breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, 

e fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, 
* traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of 

6 pleaſures more than lovers of God; hav- 

ing a form of ol godlineſs, but denying the 
0 „Fame 


1 ins 1 


power thereof,” Who crowd our jails? 


: who are hanged at the gallows by dozens 


for capital offences; far crimes*, which the 
primitive Chriſtians thought impoſſible | 
to be committed by any who have been 
baptiſed ? for the moſt part, members of 
the Church ofEngland. Who fill the ſtews? 
Whom do we hear profanely curſe and 8 
ſwear, whenever we walk the ſtreets? Who 0 5 
defile our land by ſuicide, murder, theſt, 5 5 
and rapine 2 by blaſphemy, drunken- | 


#09 Among all this number of criminals, and this 5 
= variety of inditements, what Chriſtian do you ſind 
66 wry allaſhnating» or for a pickpocket, or | 
„ for ſacrilege, or for Pilfering at the bath ? Do you i 
6 hear at the triais any article againſt Chriſtians, like 
3 that which other maleſadors are charged witha ? ? 8 
Does not the priſon ſweat with your heathen crimi- 
nals continually ? Do not the mines continually. 

I groan with the load of heathens ? Are not your wild . 
e bealts fatted with heathens? And is not the whole 
herd of condemned wretches all of your religion? 
Now among all theſe walefactors, there's not a 
5 be Chriſtian to be ſound for any crime, but that of his 

name only, or if there be, we diſown him W a | 


0 * Chriſtian,” | Tertullian. . 
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neſs, whoredoms, adulteries, and unnaty- 


ral crimes? for the moſt part, members 
of the Church of England. But all theſe 


crimes together, daily and hourly com- 
mitted by thouſands and tens of thou- 


| ſands, do not mark our lamentable ſtate 
more ſtrongly. than does the contempt of 
_ Chriſl's ordinance. which, on all the great 


5 5 feſtivals, is pod by millions! in oy 
land. 7 


The e have for a Joug while been i 


endeavouring to perſuade people to come 
00 the ſacrament of Chriſt's body and 


blood ; firſt, by inſilting upon it, that it 


is their duty; ; ſecondly, by explaining a- 
Way. or ſoftening. the meaning of that 
. He that eateth and drinketh un- 
0 worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 
0 himſelf.“ But it is evident how little 
they have prevailed by all their argu- 
ments; for three parts, at leaſt, out of four 
ol all che men and women in this kingdom 
conſtantly turn their backs upon the 
Tord 8 able. , 


To 


LEE ET CEE 


1 


To prove it the duty of their pariſhioners 
to receive the holy ſacrament, he Clergy 
urge the command of Chriſt, * Do this 
ein remembrance of me.” But they 
ſhould conſider, that this command does 
not oblige merely nominal Chriſtians. 
« The wicked, and ſuch. as are void of a 
« lively faith” ought not to approach this 
holy table; and inſtead of 1 inviting them 
to it, we ſhould inſiſt that they keep away, 
by a ſerious and ſolemn declaration that 


« receiving the holy communion doth no- 
4 thing elſe but i increaſe their damn ation.“ 5 


Would) it not be much better to repre- : 
ſent the receiving this ſacrament as A 
brioilege, rather than a duty; a privilege : 
which belongs only to the faithful in 
Chriſt; and the greateſt privilege which 


can be enjoyed on this {ide of eternity ? 
When with a true penitent heart and 


by lively faith. we receive this holy ſacra- | 
„ment, then the body and blood of 


© Chriſt are verily and indeed taken; then 


"we ſpiritually cat the fleſh of Chriſt, and - 
„ drink = 


— — . « 


. 
FL. — LIN — 
1 - pf : 
. i 


1 


ct drink his blood; then we duell in 
„Chriſt, and Chriſt in us; we are one 
with Chriſt, and Chriſt with us: So is 


15 the danger great, if we. receive the lame 


_ ** unworthily. For then we are guilty of 


+ the body and blood of Chriſt our Savi- 


4 our; we eat and drink our own damna- 
0 tion, not conſidering the Lords 
(t „body.“ 25 | 


| But we are told that damnation ſigni- 


fies condemnation: a diſtinction without 

a difference, Woe be to us, whatever the 
word imports, if © we kindle God's wrath 
> againſt us.” If God condemn, who 
mall jultify? And do we not eat and drink 
unworthily, when we go to the ſacrament 


merely as a duty, to eſtabliſh our own righ- 


teouſneſs? Is not this to be antichriſts; 


to oppoſe him by his own ordinance? If 
this or any other duty, can make us righ- 
teous in the ſight of God, or be a propi— 
5 tiation lor our ſins, then Chriſt died in 
Vain. 


To ve un worthy of enjoying the bene- 
fit 


6 75 5 


fit of the means of orace is one things w. 


eat and drink unworthy 1 is quite another, 
—Unworthy we all are of the leaſt of all 


God's mercies ; unworthy ſo much as to 
| gather up the crumbs which fall from our 
Maſter's table; and we can never make 


ourlelyes worthy of any favour from God 


1 by any means. But eating and drink- 4 
ing unworthily conſiſts in not regard- 
ing the ſacrament agreeably to the pur- 


pole for which i It was inſtituted; and ſure- ? 
ly they do not ſo regard it, who are void 


of a true and lively faith in Chriſt as the 
one only Mediator; as the only propitia- A 
| tion for fin; as the full, perfect, and ſuf. 
ficient facrifice, oblation, and latisfaction 

for the ſins of the whole world. If people 
do not underfland the true nature and 
deſign of this ordinance, as preaching 5 
Chriſt unto us, and as the means of en- 


joying Chriſt in the exerciſe of ſaith u pon 


him; or, if the eyes of their underſtand- 


ings be not enlightened to diſcern. the 


Lord 6 body i in the ordinance; ; they muſt | 


at 


of neceſſity entertain FO Rey notions 
ok it, either as containing ſome hidden 


(m6) 


charm, or as a duty, by the diſcharge * 


uhich, the mere opus operatum, they are 
to expiate their guilt and make themſelves - 
niente . N 


I am ſenſible t that the Clergy perſuade 


people to come to the ſacrament on ſup- 
poſition of their being Chriſlians. But 8 
they ought to have ſome better grounds 1 
for this ſuppoſition than an exceſſive 
__ fraining of charity: and ſurely charity : 
_ ought never to make ſuppoſitions againſt 
the ſtrongeſt evidences to the contrary. 5 
It is a fault attended with miſchievous con- 
| ſequences, to take it for granted that all 
our people are real Chriſtians, to preach 
to them as ſuch, ſuppoſing that they have 
| faith, and only want to amend their man- 


ners. They who are ſunk in ignorance 


ol the great truths of Chriſtianity ; they 

who are living unworthy of the Chriſtian 

name, ſhould be told chat they are not 
Chriſlians, we muſt appeal to their fruits, | 


to 


6177) 


to prove to them that the tree is not yet 


made good by ſanctifying faith. in- 


_ * treat you to conſider very ſerioully, 5 
aid Secker to his Clergy, what num. 
« bers there are in moſt pariſhes, and 
Mus therefore perhaps i in yours, whom 706 f 
cannot think to be in a ſtate of Jalvation;” and 1 
* how greatly it imports you to uſe with : , 
them, as you ſotemnly promiſed | at your 
* ordination, not only public, but private 
e monitions, as need ſhall require, and occaſion 
. ſhall be given. Theeternal welfare of many 7 
% poor creatures may depend on this: 
and your own is deeply concerned in it. 
« as God himſelf hath declared: who will 
1 certainly expect, that what he requires 
you to do, be done to the very utmoſt 


5 2" OE your ability. Son of man, I have 


made thee a watchman unto the houſe of | 


$6 Tjrael : therefore hear the word at 0 mouth, 


and give them warning from me. IF thou 
« doſl not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, he Mall die in his iniquity, but 7 


5 199 his blood will I require at thine hand. 


N 3 laſlead ; 


E& 178 4. 


| and not as the doctrine of the hypo- 
| | „„ crites: and the Ipirite of God {hall 


"Inflend therefore of tax all i in 1 gene- 
ral to come to the ſacrament, we ought 
to diſtinguiſh between merely nominal 

. and real Chriſtians, between unbelievers 
f | and believers; forall men have not faith, 

1 | | whatever they may pretend. Expounde 
1 „„ law truly, and open the vayle of 
(( to condemn all fleſh, and prove 
| + mal men ſinners, and all deedes under - 

| l | the law, before mercy have taken away 

f 9 5 1. condemnation thereof, to be ſinne 

| 5 and damnable. And then as a ſayth- 
| " 55 os A Miniſter, ſet abrochthe mercy of our 
N : OM + Lord Jeſus, and let the wounded conſci- 
Ns : + ences drinke ofthe water of him. And 
=_ e ien ſhall your preachyng be with power, 

| 

| 


# _ *worke with you, and all conſciences 

| _ * ſhall beare recorde unto you, and ſeele 
that it is ſo, And all doctrine that 

F * calteth. a myſte on theſe two, to ſha- 

| os . dow and — them, I mean the law of 

[| „„ „„ G0 s 


r 


r Cab eCEN 
\þ... 810 1 * 5 
* wa . 


2 3 


4 
— *; 
—— 


enn eit N D — 0 » 2 2 . 
A. re a . . R ed > er EY 


(mo). 


« God and mercy of Chriſt, that refit you 5 


with all your power“.“ 


This faithful dealing with « our . 
Vill awaken them to a real concern about 


the ſalvation of their ſouls : they will fly 


| from the wrath to come, and pay a pro- 


per regard to our Saviour, and to his or- 
dinances too. And, I can truly ay. 
that, in more than twenty years experi- 
: ence, I have never known a lingle inſtance 
ol one perſon, who was in earneſt to be 
ſaved by Chriſt, that wanted preſſing to 
come to this ſacrament: but many want 
preſſing to come to Chrilt; and we muſt | 
preſs them to this, or we do nothing. 
The Apoſtles did ſo: © We are ambaſ- 
ſadors for Chriſt, as though God did be- 
eech you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's 
« ſtead, be ye reconciled to God.” God | 
on his part is reconciled already by the 
ſacriſice of the croſs; for he hath made 
wh him to be ſin for us, who knew 1 no #803 ; 


* W. Tyndall who tranſlated the Bible in the reign | 


of Henry VIII. 
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ci 3 we 1 25 made the righteouſ: | 


| * neſs of God in him.” And is not this 


far better, than repreſenting Chriſ. 
tianity as a gloowy religion, as if God 


were an hard Maſter and merely reconcile- 
able by duties extorted from us againſt our 
will? And is it not more deſirable to ſee 
people preſſing to the ſacrament, on the 
llighteſt invitation, which will generally 4 
be the caſe, where the word of God is 
truly preached, than to ſee a ſcore or tyo 
of ignorant, formal profeſſors of Chriſ- | 


tianity, with unconverted hearts, unſunc- 


_ tified tewpers and lives, urged to this du- 
; ty, with A Week's Preparation in their | 
95 hands, which they have ſcanned over to 
make themſelves worthy? Proper prepa- 
ration conkill ; eſſenti all y in poorneſs . 
ſpirit, or in humility, that is, in a ſenſe 
of infinite obligation to our Saviour for 
_ redeeming love and mercy; and this will 
not only qualiſy for and excite to fre- 
quent communion, but diſpoſe us alſo 
” to. lead a new life, following the com- 


=p If * mandments | 


. 


4 mandments of God, "a | walkin from _ Ie 
. henceforth i in his holy ways.” ; 5 — 
»I have no pleaſure, ſir, in writing —— 

200 ſome things which the cauſe of religion | 
_ * now obliges me to write.“ I run the 5 
riſk of offending you; and fear I ſhall | 
: offend others; but Jam in hope of doing | TH 


more good, by declaring my ſentiments 
than by concealing them; and pray you 
| to believe that I uam, 318 a 


Wich great ſincerity, 


Your friend, as well as humble ſervant, 


W. J. 
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LETTER xv. 
ON PAROCHIAL VISITATION. 
REV. $1, 


IN a former letter, I promiſed to men- 
tion a parochial duty, which, on ac- 


count of the great diſtance that I have 
been obliged to live from my cure, I have 


not diſcharged ſo exactly as I ſhould. 
Very few of the Clergy ſeem to have any 


idea of the neceſſity and importance of 


parochial viſitation, that is, of going from 


houſe to houſe, to enquire particularly into 
_ the late of their people's ſouls, to teach 
and preſs upon their conſciences truths, 
which have been delivered from the pul. 
pit in a more, general Way. This is, if 
» not the moſt uſeful part of a miniller 1 
„ work, at leaſt abſolutely neceſſary to 
the ſucceſs of his preaching, It is alſo 


* by far the moſt laborious part, from 


„which lochful x men are molt apt to ex- 
3 cue 


40 ate themſelves. A man may gratify 


« his vanity by preaching, and public per- 


Mi formances; or, the neglect being viſible, 


« he may be compelled to regularity by 
ſear of reproach or proſecution, But 

_ « diligence in private, can ſcarcely ariſe 

: 1M from any thing but a ſenſe of duty, and... 1 


of the preſence of God!.“ 


It i 18 a ſhame for an officer i in the army, 
to be i ignorant of the name and character 
ol every ſoldier in his troop or company. 
Shepherds on theWiltſhire downs can dif- 
| tinguiſh the face and voice of every ſheep s 
in their flocks, and know the ſtate of the 
carcaſes as well as of the fleece. Chry- 
ſoſtom, i in his book de facerdotio ſuppoſes 
that every biſhop. or paſtor knows, or 
- ſhould know every circumſtance belong- 
ing to every individual in his charge, his . 


temporal as well as ſpiritual concerns. — 


Ignatius ſaid, Let nothing be done with- _ 
| out the biſhop. St. Paul told the Church 
Sf Epbenys, 8 have kept back nothing that 


* W itherſpoot, : 
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Was ; profitable unto you, but hive taught 5 
you publicly and from houſe to houſe. And 
this he did in a very earneſt and pathetic 
manner, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, ſery- 
ing the Lord with all humility of mind, 
in a deep ſenſe of his own inſufficiency, ” 
++ For the ſpace of three years, I eeaſed 
« not to warn every one, night and day, 
with tears.“ The like care he expreſſed 
for the Theſſalonians, and, no doubt, for 
all tie Churches: Ve are witneſſes, and 
God alſo, how holily, and jullly, and 
5 unblameably, we behaved ourſelves a- 
among you that believe; and you know, 
* how we exhorted, and comforted, and 
charged every one of you; as a father 
* doth his children; and even as a nurſe 
«* cheriſheth her children; ſo being affec- 
+ tionately deſirous of you, we were wil. 
ling to have imparted unto you, not the 
* goſpel « of God only, but alſo our own 
6+ ſouls, becauſe ye were dear unto us.“ 
Our ſermons will be random-ſhots, if 
we do not know the hearts of our r people, 
3 . and 
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and how to aim directly at the cantclencs 


That citadel will hold out againſt irregu- 

lar charges made by general declamation. 

Indeed, as face anſwereth to face ina glaſs, 

ſo does the heart of man to man: but an 

almoſt endleſs variety conſiſts with this 

_ uniformity ofcharacter; ſo that, a ſermon 
which ſhall very well ſuit one perſon, or 

one ſet of people, may | be like ſpeaking 

in an unknown tongue to another, and | 
quite foreign to their 5 

Wie muſt therefore get acquainted with 

the particular views, ideas, miſtakes: pre- 

| judices, weakneſles, | failings, errors, faults, 1 

| incongruities, and fins of our people; 

their tempers and practices, their hopes 

and their fears, their trials and tempta- 


tions. And this cannot be effected, 


without a frequent and familiar inter- 
courſe with them. We muſt go to their 
houſes, if we would get into their hearts. 
The loweſt claſſes of people make up 
| the far greater part of every congregation: 5 
and thele muſt have our n and 
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greateſt care. If peradventure a man of 


polite breeding, or a ſcholar be ordained 


to the miniſtry, he mult condeſcend to 
men of low eſtate; he muſt converſe fre- 
quently with his poor pariſhioners, if ſor 
no other reaſon, yet for this, to learn 
their mode of conception and their man- 
ner of ſpeaking ; for a ſcholar will ever 
find it more difficult to ſpeak intelligibly 
to theſe, than to people who move in the 
higher walks of life. 7 : 
If a pariſh-prieſt viſits only the rich; to 
ſpend his time in idle chit-chat, to amuſe 
| himſelf, to partake of their entertainments 
and diverſions, the rich, if they be ſenſible 
men, will deſpiſe him; and the poor will 
think him proud. And let us not fear 
that we ſhall demean ourſelves too much, 
and ſully the dignity of our character by. 
condeſcentions: let us remember the grace | 
of our Lord Jeſus, who, though he was 
rich, yet, for our ſakes became poor, 
took on him the form ofa ſervant, preach- £ 
ed the e to > the Poor, and waſhed his 
| _ diſciples : 


( My 4- 


Aiſciples bet. A king, whos 3 is a 1 5 
to his people; a biſhop, who is a father to N 
his clergy; a pariſh- prieſt, who is a father 5 
to his pariſhioners, tender of them, watch- 
ing over them, diligently promoting their 
welfare, condeſcending to them, and re- 
garding their loweſt intereſts—theſe are 3 
characters, fir, which can never want re- 
ſpeQ; they are the moſt amiable and moſt Fay 


| God- like characters i in the world. 


> This impoſſible that we ſhould ever ac- 
quire ſo much uſeful knowledge, by fitt- 
ing in our ſtudies to read books, as we 
may by watching overour own hearts, and 
by going into the world to fludy man- 
kind. And if a Clergyman be at a loss 
for ſubje cl matter for his ſermons, let him 
go among his people; let him viſit the . 
fatherleſs and widows in their affliction ; ET 
Tet him attend the ſick and dying beds 
of his pariſhioners; let him engage their 
confidence by regarding their temporal 


intereſts, and by ſympathizing with them 
in their worldly cares $200. griefs: they 
; vill WT 
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Vill then open their hearts to him on the 


moſt important concerns, and Weich him 


| how to teach them. | 


Many of our pariſhioners live nfenfible 


of their ſtate, unmindful of their own 
mortality, careleſs about another world, 
and wholly attached to earthly things.— 
When fickneſs, or misfortune, overtakes 
them, their firſt and only care is, how to 
get rid of the preſent diſtreſs. | In fick- 
neſs, buſy hope prompts them to expect 
recovery, and plans for future action fill 
up their minds. If the diſeaſe inercaſe, 
attended with alarming ſymptoms, the 
flattering hope of life, forſakes them not. 


Relations, ſtanding by, plainly perceive 


the near approach of death, wonder at 
their inſenſibility, and fear to intimate 


the danger. Some one, at length, leſs 


hardened than the reſt, propoſes the 
| ſacrament to the dying man. 85 I hope, 
J am not yet ſo bad,” is frequently 
: the anſwer. Either he rejects the friend- 

8 ty counſel, in ſullen mood, as what 


he 


5 

he cares not ſor, or needs not yet; or, ii 
apprehenſive of danger, haſtily ſends for 
a Clergyman whoſe offices he has wholly _ 
diſregarded, all his former days, or but 
careleſly attended to. The prieſt repeats 

his Pater noſter, adminiſters the ſacrament as 

a viaticum, and the miſerable lamp of life f 
goes out in utter darkneſs. Ah, me! 
how diſmal are the proſpeds of ſuch dy- 
ing men! What ſhall we do? Shall we 
ſpeak home to the conſcience ! We are 
not ſent for, to this end: it would be a 
moft unwelcome ſervice: we ſhould. be 
accuſed of ſavage cruelty, - If we refuſe 
the ſacrament, offence is taken; for ſor-:.- 
viving relations wiſh their friends to die 


in form ; and hope, however groundleſe, 
to be ſupported by decent ſormalities. AY 
We cannot ſhun theſe affecting WWW 
ſolemn engagements at our ordination 
W forbid us to refuſe attendance on the ſick: 
and we ought not to refuſe, however 
| dilagreeable to us; for good may yet | be 
flops; it is not impollible, Who can tell 
5 „ What 
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what grace ſhall now attend a laſt at- 
tempt to ſave? The mighty God is our 
_ helper: his ſpirit can pour a flood of day 
Into the. darkeſt mind, in a moment, 
through a word in ſeaſon. ſpoken : his 
grace can ſoſten moſt obdurate hearts. 0 
then, let us try to ſave a ſoul alive. If 
the patient be too weak for converſe, ad- 
_ dreſs ſurrounding friends, the wife, the 
ü huſband, or the nurſe with ſolemn warn- 
ing: bid them all prepare, to ſeek their 
peace with God, before the day of grace 
and life ſhall end; reveal the, almighty 
Saviour, and excite them to fly in earneſt 
to that bleſſed hope; aſſure them that a 
5 penitent ſinner, whenever he ſues to him, 
will in no wiſe be caſt out. In ſome 
_ ſuch way as this, you may faithfully dil 
5 charge your duty, perhaps without offence; 
hy a foundation for hope, even in the 
chamber of death; and be pure from the 
blood of all men. 
Ihere is a method to prevent much of 
the diltrels, which I haye attempted to 
: deſcribe 


* 491 


deſcribe. Viſit your pariſhioners while 
they are in health: talk ſeriouſly with 
them then: ſpeak. home to their con- 
ſciences then: or, if by any means this 


| hath not been done, be the firſt to viſit 
your pariſhioners in all their diſtreſſes; go 
to them in the beginning of their ſick- 


nelles. Then is your time to ſhew them, 
what man muſt be and do, if he would 
be ſaved: throw. light into their con- 
ſciences, and diſcover to them what they | 


Are. 


I never obey a ſummons, 1 muſt con- 


ſels, ſo reluctantly, as when 1 am called to 
viſit the ſicx. My ſoul on theſe occaſions 
is full of anxieties. To diſturb a man in 

his laſt moments mu ſt appear cruel; and | 
would hurt my own feelings, perha ps - 


more than his: but to cry peace, peace, 
when there is no peace, is the exceſs of 


cruelty, Merely to go through the lated. : 


form of Viſitation of the lick, would not 


latisfy my conſcience; for, though that TT 
form is well adapted to the general ſtates 
wy 3 . of 
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of Chriſtians, yet, is not by: any means 
ſuitable to the caſe of ignorant and care- 
leſs profeſſors of Chriſlianity. And were 
| we to adminiſter the ſacrament to them, 
the nature and deſign of which they do 
not underſtand, we ſhould only encour- 
age a falſe peace, and diſmiſs them from 
the world confirmed in Impenitency. 
| Well did the biſhop charge us at our 
ordination, See that you neyer ceaſe 
«ec your labour, your care, and diligence, 
until you have done all that lieth in 
* you”"—and all will be little enough, 
5 Some we are to ſave by fear, pulling them 
out of the fire; others, we muſt win, and 
then nouriſh them, as amother her chil: 
we muſt warn the unruly, comfort the 
| feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, and be 
patient towards all men. Who is ſnl- 
ficient for theſe things! What wiſdom : 
What prudence; what zeal; what tender. 
neſs; what charity; and what firmnels, 
patience and reſolution, are neceſlary !— 
I am too o much affected wich a ſenſe ofthe 
| importance ? 


importance and great difficulty of our 


Your humble ſervant, 


W. I. 
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vw HO EV ER reads the ſecond pa. 
N ragrapli of your letter, and is not 
80 with the real character of the 
Rector of Dowles, muſt ſuppoſe that he is 

one of thoſe mad enthuſiaſts, who pre- 
| tend to extraordinary inſpirations, to ſu- 
pernatural dreams, viſions, and revelations . 
| communicated to them immediately from 
| heaven. 1 would aſk you, fir, Did you | 
ever hear me pretend to any inſpiration: 
of any kind whatever? No—Then where 
is your ground for inſinuating that „Ex- 

25 traordinary inſpiration i is more pretend- 
9 ed to than learning?” And, would you in- 


ſinuate that T deſpiſe learning? You know 


| the contrary: you know the uncommon 
attention 1 pay to the education of my 


on children: and, you ſhould have con- 
ST ſidered 


B 195. 7 


ſidered that the ſubject of that very dit. 5 
courſe on which you were animadyerting : 
is THE IurORTANGE OF EDUCATION. The 


diſcourſe indeed is a very ſimple one: 


but, if it- does not ſucw my on learning, 5 
it plainly declarcs that I am a lover, and 


an encourager of it in others. 


1 think learning fo eſlential and necel- e 
Lay. to the welfare of mankind, that, 


without it, men are no beiter than brute 


| beaſts; and that the vaſt diſproportion i in 
the various ranks of people i in our own 
nation is owing chiefly to different de- 


grees of education“. 5 „„ 
There are various kinds of learning; 


allof which are not equally neceſſaryt to cer- 
tain profellions. You may be deeply learn- 5 
ein politics. without underſlanding muſic, 


| either as a ſcience, or an art. You may 


be a good lawyer, without knowing how 


to make a ſhoe, or to compoſe a medicine 
1 ſecundum artem. Another may be an ex- 
cellent maſter of Wellminſler. ſchool, who 


* Charity 88 mon. 
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is not « qudlifed to be the Redor of a a pa- 
riſh, or an Archbiſhop. And a man may ; 
be a ſucceſsful preacher of the goſpel, 
who does not underſtand Hebrew, Greek, 
or Latin. Perhaps, the Church of Chrift 
has not ſuſtained a greater injury from 
any quarter, than from the preſumption 
of Emperors and Kings, who have taken 

upon them to exalt to the epiſcopal and 
: paſtoral offices learned men merely be- 
cauſe they were learned, that is, had the 
5 learning which qualified them to ſhine 5 
as grammarians, rhetoricians, poets, hiſ- 
torians, philoſophers, and ſtateſmen. It 
ſeems more abſurd to make a man a bi- 
ſhop, becauſe he poſſeſſes a large ſtock of 
claſſical erudition,“ and is an accurate 
hiſtorian, and a learned philoſopher or ; ? 
lawyer, than it would be to make any one 
commander in chief of an 1 W | 
he is a good cheſs LAKES St. Paul 


Ho * 1 · is of the goſpel that you are miniſters: ll 
| other learning will leave you ellentially unqualified. _ 
1 | Secker. 


ſpeaks , 
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ſpeaks of his «© knowledge i in the mylley 
of Chriſte” and i it was this knowledge. 
together with ſuitable tempers, which 
qualified him to be an eminent Apoſtle; 
and not that learning which he acquired 3 
at the feet of Gamaliel. . 
If we take large pains to gain an accu- 
rate knowledge of the original lan- = 
Aͥuages, in which the holy ſcriptures were 5 
written, Our pains will, in many ways, be 
abundantly rewarded: but, when it is 
conſidered, that the various readings col- 
= lected by Mills and Kennicott, cannot be 5 
diſpoſed, ſo as to alter the tcxt, to coun- : 
tenance a new dodrine, or to deface any | 
truth which may be clearly proved by 
our Engliſh tranſlation, I am perſuaded 8 
that a mere Engliſhman | may be a good 
divine; and that chere is no ground for 


that lond conceit, that, ſince our late 
improvements in philoſophy, we. under- 
ſtaud the way of ſalvation, in any de- 
gree, better than did our venerable re- 
formers; many of whom too underſtood | 


0; „ 
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the original languages, the greek at leaſt, E 


as well as any moderns do. The Apoltles _ 
did not quote the Hebrew text, but were 


contented to uſe the Septuagint verſion, 
even where the tranſlation was far from 5 
being accurate. 85 


I beg you will not Milan der and me: 
5 1 would not have claſſical and philoſophi- 5 
cal, critical and hiſtorical learning neg- 
lected in the ſchools of the prophets, Y 
There are many advantages to be derived 
from a cultivation of this kind of learn- 
ing. Some will make great proficiency _ 
in it, and excel, Theſe will defend the 
out-works of Chrifti janity againſt the at- 
"tacks of learned infidels, thoſe mighty 1 
giants, who hurl defiance 3 againſt the vault 
of heaven; and will wrell the ſacred text 
out of the hands of heretics. But che 


buſineſs of the Clergy i in general is, not 


- to deal with theſe, but, with men of a dif- 
| ferent charaQ er; and, therefore, that kind 

ol learning, which is Proper to contend 
| with 


bs 
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wich infidels and heretics, is not neceſſary 
to a ſucceſsful diſcharge of our duty. 

If, travelling over the mountains in 
Wales, and amidſt a multitude of tracks 
uncertain which road to take, you were to 

aſk your way of a countryman paſling by, 
be would probably exclaim in his verna- 
5 cular language, I cannot ſpeak the Saxon 

: tongue ; and would trudge on unmindful 
01 your diſappointment. — —But, if the 
: Welchman were able to ſpeak our lan- 
guage ever ſo perfectly, yet, if he knew 
| not the way himſelf, he could not inform 
you. He might know ſome of the other 
tracks, and tell you well enough which is 
not the way; but could not plainly de- 
clare which is the right: : as the old pht- 
N loſophers“ could oppoſe, error and define 


* Ita Philoſophi, quod ſummum fuit humane ſci- i, | | 


entiæ, aſſecuti ſant, ut intelligerent, quid non ſit: 14 
illud affequi nequiverunt, ut dicerent, quid ſit. Nota | 
Ciceronis vox eſt: Utinam tam facile vera invenire 
- Poſſem, quam fats -convicere: _ Quod quia vires 
3 humane conditionis excedit: ejus officii facultas nobis 
eſt attributa, quibus tradidit Deus ſcientiam veritatis. 


lakaiun Os. what 
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What truth is not; but could nei- 
ther define nor once think wherein that 
truth, which concerns the ſupreme happi- 
| neſs of man, conſiſteth. If we are to ſpeaæk 
to Engliſhmen, it is ſufficient, if we can 
ſpeak plain Engliſh, and deliver the trutks 
ol the goſpel in ſuch a diale& of our mo- 
ther- tongue, as will not be particularly dif- : 


guſtful to our audiences. But we muſt 


| know thoſe truths : we muſt be well ac- 
quainted with the way of ſalvation;: we 
ourſelves muſt walk in it; or we cannot 


= ſhew it to others. 


Archbiſhop Secker pda chat one 
reaſon, why the Clergy have dwelt too lit- 
tle on the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel _ 


in their ſermons, may have been, © for 


want of inwardly experiencing their im- 
% portance :” I ſuppoſe, he meant, for 


want of attending to thoſe doctrines, and 
feeling a diſpoſition and affections ſuitable 


to them excited in our hearts, The doc- 


trines referred to are, The original cor- 


Oo ruption, of 0 our nature; our redemption, 99 
5566 accord- 
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« + 1 800 to God 8 wad purpoſe | in 
« Chriſt, by the ſacrifice of the croſs; our 
« ſanctification by the influences of the 
Divine Spirit; the inſufficiency of our 
<own good works, and the efficacy of faith 
__ * to ſalvation.“ Now, it is ealily ſeen, 
what ſort of diſpoſition, and what af. | 
feQtions thele doctrines tend to excite; and 
will excite in any man, who really believes 5 
and regards them. He will certainly be 
greatly humbled under a ſenſe of his own 
moral depravity ; he will condemn him- 
ſelf as guilty before God; he will ſear the 
Wrath of Heaven; he will dread a future 
5 judgment, and tremble in the apprehen- - 
ſion that hell is his deſerved portion ; he 
Will ſeek reconciliation with God, but de- | 
| ſpair of attaining it by his own works; 
he vill not truſt in any thing he does, but 
lean, if peradventure he can lean, only on 
the hope of heavenly grace; che goſpel 
vill be to him as tidings of a reprieve and 
of a full pardon to a condemned malefac- 
tor; he will look for falyation through - 
= the 
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5 the redemption which; is in Chriſt ; acid 


depend on the influences of the Divine 
Spirit, and not on his own reſolutions 


and ſtrength, to enable him to ſerve God 
5 acceptably, and to fit him for eternal liſe: 
peace will come into his conſcience; joy 


and love i into his heart ; and zeal for the 


glory of God, and to bring many to taſte 


| of the ſalvation i in which he himſelf re- 

joices, will animate him to works of righ- —— 
tcoulneſs and labours of love: in ſhort, 
— he will feel a ſenſe of infinite obligation 

to his God and Saviour, and will live in a 


| ſure and certain hope of a reſurrection to 


. eternal life. This, fir, is, what the ſcrip- 


ture calls, © having the mind of Chriſt,” 
| being © crucified with Chriſt,” having 


_* Chriſt dwelling in our hearts by faith,” 


and being © delivered into the very mould 


 * of the goſpel,” and is, no doubt, what 
Archbiſhop Secker intended by“ inward- 
© wardly_ experiencing” the important - 
truths, which he had before mentioned. 
It ſignifies Juſt nothing, where, or how 
” a may 
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"i man ka land the in as it is in je- 
ſus; whether by reading the Hebrew bible 
or Greek teſtament, by a ſermon preached 
in French or Engliſh from any ancient or 
modern tranſlation of the Holy Scri ptures, 

or by traditional revelation, as thoſe” 


Chriſtians were taught, whom CORN... 5 


worth mentioned, who had never ſeen or 
heard of ſuch a book as the Bible. It is 


however abſolutely neceſſary that he ſhonld 
have a heart- felt acquaintance with theſe 
grand peculiaritics of the goſpel; or, ße 


can never preach them to other people; q 


he will either* explain them away, ' (theſe -- Z 
are Secker s words) vs be induſtriouſſy care- 
ful (ſaid Dr. Hodges) to obſcure, by 
e ſpreading a falſe gloſs over, theſe doc- 


A trinal principal points, which are enti- 
A tled to a priority of order and dignity; 


che will be ſilent upon them,” and 
preach mere moral eſſays; or, if he ſpeak 
7 of them with any degree of approbation, 1 


: it will be 1 in an awkward manner merely 


to faye appearances + his diſcourles will 
be 


2%) 


of be frigid, cold lectures; he will not Tocak 
as one having authority; his doctrine 
will not be influential; it does not come 
from the heart, and will not reach the 
heart ; ; it will be“ in word only, and not | 
in power, in a the Holy Ghoſt, and WE 


* aſſurance.“ 


= I a miniller know not the plague of 
5 Bie own heart, how can he reveal that | 
= | myſtery of iniquity to others? If he be 
. nor: ſenſible that he deſerves condemna- 
tion, how will he vindicate the awful ma- 
| jeſty. authority, and holineſs of the di- 
vine law, ſo as to convince of ſin and 
| bring i in the whole world guilty. before 
God? If Chriſt be not revealed in him 


and he know not the true character of 
Jeſus, what confuſion muſt there be in 


his ideas and language, when he attempts 
to preach either law or goſpel! How will 


he be able to reſolve doubting ſouls, to 


comfort the ſeeble minded, to ſupport 
the weak Chriſtian, who himſelf has never 
feared or doubted? How be able to pour 5 


N N the 
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the oil of divine conſolation into aſMia- 8 
ed conſciences, to bind up the broken 


hearted, who has never experienced the 
divine conſolations in his own ſoul? How 


call the faithful in Chriſt to ſet their 
alfections on things above, who is him- 
ſelf earthly and ſenſual? How animate _ 
Chriſtians to a life of {elf-denial and holi- 
neſs, who. is himſelf uncircumciſed in 


heart and ſpirit | ? The learning, which is 


efſentially neceſſary to qualiſy inlet 


for their office, is gotten by experience in 


the ſchool of adverſity, under ſore trials _ 


and temptatioas, in great ſearchings of 


d bm diſtreſſes of conſcience and "Xa 


ſequent deliverances. Approving our- 
* ſelves as the miniſters of God, in much 


6 patience, in alflictions, i in neceſſities, i in 


« diſtreſſes God comforteth us in all our we 
« tribulation, that we may be able to 


« comfort them which are in any trouble 
by the comfort wherewith we ourſelves _ 


are comforted of God. And whether 
1 we be afflided, Mt: is for your conſola- 


. „tion 
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ed tion and falyation; or whether we be 
* comforted, it, alſo, i is for your conlola- 
« tion and ſalyation.” ks 
The peculiar circumſtances ofa people 
may make it proper for a miniſter to be 
_ acquainted with other learning than an 
experimental knowledge of the truth as 
it is in Jeſus. You would not ſend one 
| Who ſpeaks the provincial dialect of 
Yorkſhire, or an uncouth Welchman, 
however clearly he may ſee and feel the im- 
portance of divine truths, to preach the 


geoſpel in St. George's Hanover Square. 


. Claſſical Engliſh i is the language of polite 
15 people, as much as French is of the ſub- 


1 jects of the Grand Monarque. Logic 


and philoſophy may aid a. preacher i in 
L detecting errors; a polite addreſs, poliſh- 

ed manners, and an amiable deportment, 
may prevent or remove prejudices, and 
gain attention; but after all, the plain 
| truths of the goſpel preached with power, 
and theſe only, through the bleſling of 
Heaven, can convert and ſanctiſy the 
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We have a remarkable example of this, - 
in Crantz's hiſtory of Greenland. The 


Miſſionaries, who went into that inhoſpi- 


table region, laboured inceſſantly for ſe- 


veral years to convert the heathen bj 


— 


ſpeaking to them of the attributes of 
God, of cternal ſalvation and damnation, 5 
and Chriſtian duties; and found all their 
endeavours ineffeQual, till they began bw. 
teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt. „The,; 
have experienced, ſays the Author, 8 
hov little is effected by firſt endeavour- 
ing to make rational creatures of them, 
then proving the exiſtence and attri- 
« * hutes of God, and from thence inforc- 
“ing the conſequent duties, i in order the 
Tal better to prepare them to receive the 


« dodrine of the atonement, and to ew 


« its neceſſity. After fix years unſuc- 
ceſsful labour, they found, that the 
= plain teſlimony concerning the death 
and paſſion of Jeſus, together with its 
« caule and happy conſequences, deliver- 
1 ed by a denn touched with a warm and 
| — * experimental 
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5 N ſenſe of it, is the bet pre- _ 


0M paration, and the ſureſt way of enlighten- 
Ling the dark and benighted minds of 
«the wild heathen, in order to lead them 
_ * afterwards ſtep by ſtep into all truth. 
« And I have been filled with the greateſt 
3 amazement to behold the powerful ef. 
« feas of the word of the croſs on the 
5 moſt. ignorant and ſavage heathens, 
Bu who, according to their firſt appearance, 
e ſeemed utterly incapable of compre- : 
* hending this great myſtery of godlineſs. 


Fs They have been confirmed in this | 


» method of teaching, not only by their 
* own experience of many years, but alſo _ 
1 by the example and atteſtations of 
© their fellow- labourers amon g other hea- 
then nations. This method has further 
been found to be the beſt by other ſer- 
8 vants of God, who have laboured in 
« the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, among hea- 


** thens ofa more refined, in their way A 


more learned, but alſo more corrupted 
* turn of mind. To prove hits: I will 
. only 
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= only quote a paſſage out of Joln-Luke | 


«& Nickamp's ſhort account of the Eaſt- Indla- 


A 3 to which Profeſſor Franke wrote 
a preface; the words are theſe: The 
«6 Fonte have frequently remarked, 


„that nothing makes ſuch a powerful im- 
_ * preſſion on the minds of the heathen, or 


makes them ſo deſirous of receiving 
« further information concerning the in- 
6 fulneſs of human nature, and the vanity 
ny of their idols, as when one, immediate- 
« ly at the FIRST SPEAKING ro THEM, de- 5 
clares to their hearts che gracious meſ-. 
_ © ſage concerning the free mercy of God 
«in Chriſt Jeſus towards the loſt human 


race. On the contrary, our catechill's, 


© before they were rightly. acquainted | 
84 with the CHIEF MATTER Which a mini- 
«ter of the New-Teſtament has to de- 


1 clare, have made manifold experiments, 
Ho litile is to be effected among ſt theſe h:a- 


lens, by all moral repreſentations of the | 
„ plorious attributes of God, and of va rious 

Auties of virtue. Even ſuppoſing they 

„„ 2p; . + outwardly 
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% outwardly aſſent to all ſuch traths, 
* ill whilſt their ſtubborn will is not 
gained over, they only ſeek the more by 
various pretences to invalidate them. 
„ Likewiſe page 465. We obſerved that 
the greateſt devotion and awakening 
was excited among them, by propound- 
Wy ing to them the goſpel-topicks, and 
8 diſplayin g before Evans the fufferings 25 
„Cbriſt.“ i 
One reaſon, Why ſucceſs attends this: 
preaching, rather than an attempt to 
prove the exiſtence of a ſupreme Beinga the 
attributes of God, and the moral obligs. 
tion of virtuous actions, I conceive to be, 
© becauſe a divine power accompanies that 
method rather than this. God has pro- 
miſed that the Holy Ghoſt ſhall accom- 
_ pany the preaching of the croſs; but no 
ſuch promiſe was ever made to any other | 
method of proſelyting mankind to reli- 
gion and virtue. And we have had ex- 
amples in abundance, in our own nation, 
ol men, w bo: had no other learning than 

| what 
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ber they had gotten from eee | 
bible and their own inward experience, — _ — 4 

and had no abilities to compoſe a regular, 

5 connected diſcourſe, who have been the 


y inſlruments of making oy: wiſe FCC 
5 unto falvation. | „ 5 


Vou will not, 1 hope, judge from any. ; 
8 dag I have laid in this letter, that 1 
make no account of learging. Every ET be 
kind of learning i is to be eſteemed for its 
utility ſome way or other. Let us culti- 
| vate every branch of learning which may 
be accidentally uſeful to our profeſſion: | 
but let us labour and ied for that which. 
is cllential to it. 5 


Your humble ſervant, 67M 
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REV. SIR, 


. Paul was fear; unto. "ie Gentiles 5 


to turn them from darkneſs to 
6 © light, and from the power of Satan un- 


„to God.“ He was to effed this great 


revolution i in the moral world by preach- | 
ing the goſpel. Was this mean ſufficient 
of itſelf to accompliſh the end propoſed ? 


Some gentlemen are very ſond of compli- - 
1 menting the learning and eloquence 1 
this Apoſtle, and pretend to diſcover a 


great depth of erudition in his writings, 


and attribute the ſucceſs of the goſpel, for 


reaſons which are obvious, to his great 


abilities. St. paul indeed bore a part, 


and a very eminent Part in the work of _ 
the miniſtry: but a great ſhare of the 


- work ſell to other men, who had no PTY” 


tentions to learning and eloquence. - Bt. 


: Paul himſelf would e 25 ly compli- 


ments 


n - 
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ments which are ould him. He acknows- 


5 ledged that he was rude in ſpeech; and 
5 that his preaching was not with enticing 
Words of man's wiſdom. See 1 Cor. 2. 
But miracles accompained the preaching 


| | of the goſpel ; and 10 theſe, you will ſay, 


it owed it's ſucceſs. | Sometimes indeed 
5 they did They were neceſſary to create 
attention to the Apoſtles as perſons di- 
| vinely | commiſſioned : but of themſelves _ 
could work no moral cure, Multitudes 
| ſaw them, who were not wrought upon by _ 
them: and the Apoſtles plainly declared 
5 chat preaching the goſpel was the 0 ; 
immediately, by which all the moral wor” 
ders were wrought on the ſouls of men- 
i at the ſame time, they proteſted that even 
| this mean was wholly inadequate to the 
end of their miniſtry. e Chriſt ſent me 
to preach the goſpel: not with wiſdom _ 
_” of words, leſt the croſs of Chriſt ſhould 
© be made of none effect For the preach- 
ws ing of the croſs is to them that periſh, 
: oe fooliſhneſs, —For It 1s written, E: will 5 
DO 5 delroy 


* 
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| « abe the wiſdom of the wite, and will £ 


bs bring to nothing the underſtandin of 
8 g Ot 


«ymhe. prudent. Where is the wiſe? 
5 where is the diſputer of this world? 
h. ath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom - 
Th, of this world! ? It pleaſed God by the 


* ſooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them 


i that believe. We preach Chriſt cruci- 


hed, unto the Jews a flumbling- block, 


1 55 and unto the Grecks, fooliſhneſs. The 
N fooliſhnefs of God i is wiſer then men; 
3 and the weakneſs of God i 18 ſtronger than 

«men. God bath choſen the fooliſh 

things of the world, to confound the 

. wife; and God bath choſen the weak 


„things of the world, to. confound the 
« things which are mighty; and baſe 


5 things of the world, and things which 


«are deſpiſed, bath God choſen, yea, and 
„things which are not, to bring to 
6. nought things that are: that no Meſh. | 


” ſhould glory in his preſence. But of 


„him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus. And I. 


: ts brethren, when 1. came to you, came not 


© with 


„ 
0 with exctllency of ſpeech, or of wildom, 
* declaring unto you the teſtimony of 
God. For I determined not to know 
any thing among you, fave Jeſus Chriſt, 


and him crucified, And I was with 
++ you in weakneſs, and 1n fear, and in 

much trembling. And my ſpeech, and 
2; my preaching was not with enticing 


words of man's wiſdom—that your 


„lait ſhould not ſtand i in the wiſdom of 


"> & men, but in the power of God. Who 


8 80 is ſuſſicient for theſe things? ? Our ſuf- 
8 ſiciency is of God. The weapons of 
our warfare are mighty through God. 


The goſpel i is the power of God unto 


66 * ſalvation, WO then is Paul? and 
wh Who is Apollos ? but miniſters by 


& whom ye. believed, even as the Lord 


gave to every man. 80 then, neither 
is he that planteth any thing, neither he 
0 that watereth: : but God that giveth the 


« increaſe.” Here you have, fir, what the 


6b Apoſtles thoughr of themſelyes, and of 


= 4 pu” | their 


1 + AA 3 wo”. 
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« their miniſtry, and that to which _y 5 
„attributed all their ſucceſs. 


Learning and eloquence, reaſon and | 
ridicule, miracles and prophecies, example | 


and perſuaſion, novelty and intereſt may 
have influenced many to forſake Paga- 
niſm, and to become converts to profeſ- 


ſional Chriſtianity : the ſeverity of man- 


ners obſerved in the firlt diſciples, may 1 
have diſpoſed ſome of a melancholy caſt, 
and others of a ſelf-righteous ſpirit, to 4 
embrace the new religion without under- 
ſtanding what the nature and deſign of it 


was. But it is not poſſible to account for 


the ſucceſs of the goſpel, in the conver- 
ſion ofa ſingle handful of men to real 
h Chriſtianity, by the eloquence of the 5 
| Apollles, or miracles, or by any other 


ſubordinate means. The whiſthng of the 
winds might turn water into wine, make 2 


that element to burn, and fire to freeze, as 


ſoon as the Apoſtles could make one real | 


Chriſtian Ay * their prciing-—— 


Local 


Local prejudices. or the prejudices of-. 
: education may be overcome, that is, 


changed for other prejudices, without the 
25 aſſiſtance of divine power: but the buſi- 

neſs of the Apoſtles was to effect an en- 
tire moral change on the hearts of men; 
a change, as great as that of a new birth 


or a new creation. But, for this very rea- 


ſon, inadequate means were choſen, 


1 chat the excellency of the power may 


> 66 be of God, and not of us.” 


If the eſtabliſhment of profeſional : 
 Chrillianity in the world were all that 


was intended, or neceſſary , all divine in- 
fluences might well have ceaſed, as ſoon 
as Chriſtianity triumphed over Paganiſm; 


| when it was foſtlered by Emperors, ſup- 
ported by magillrates, and was counte- 
nanced by all ranks and orders of men. 


But then, alas! names and profeſſions 


were changed, but not the nature of men; 
and divine influences were wanted as 
much as ever, perhaps more than ever, t6 | 
E humble the pride of man and detach. bim 
5 | from | 


„ec 


E. 
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from the world, when he could be carnal 
under the moſt ſpecious appearances of 
ſpirituality. And, if human nature be 


the ſame in all ages, and under every. 


kind of profeſſion, and if Chriſtianity be 
the ſame too, woe be to us, if divine in- 
fluences ceaſed with the Apoſtolic age, or 

when Chriſtianity became the eſtabliſhed__ 

religi ion undertheauſpices of Conſtantine. 


You ſay, „ ſome people pretend to extra- 


66 ordinary inſpiration :” and ſome people, 


has been very much uſed of late years, 


to accuſe us of extravagant notions and 


pretentions to extraordinary inſpiration, 


_ when they mean to decry all divine inſlu- 
ences. We do not ule the term extraor- 
dinary in this caſe: yet it may be uſed 


with propriety. For the influences of the 


Divine Spirit on the ſouls of men are all 
extra ordinem naturæ; not what we have 
as men by any law of creation, but which! 

are beſtowed on the Church of Chriſt ac- 
: cording 4 to as: covenant of grace. hat 


| influence 
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ee which you, fir, vretendad to, 38 
when you profeſſed, before the biſhop who 
_ ordained you, to be inwardly vet. by 
the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you the. 
office ofa clergyman, may well enough. 
be called extraordinary; becauſe common 
| Chriſtians can have no pretentions to any 
5 ſuch. Inſpiration, | 1 any pretend to mi- 
5 raculgus powers, to be inſpired with the | 
| knowledge of any new revelation, or of 
5 old truths without the miniſtry of the 
vVord and the uſe of the ordinary means 


of grace, we commit them to Clericus to be 


laſhed for their folly. But. fir, | they are ö | 
to be juſtified. who inſiſt that the ſame | 
divine power is neceſſary to make men 
real Chriſtians, and to preſerve them ſuch, 
| now as ever; becauſe, as hath been before : 
__ obſerved, human nature is the ſame it ever 
was, and real Chriſtianity is not changed, 
though greatly corrupted in the proſeſſion | 
ol it, I venture to add, There was not 
An inſluence of the Divine Spirit which 5 
the luſt Chriſtians bad, which! is not now 2 
the 
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the privilege of God's people; C excepting 5 
the power to work miracles and to pro- 


phbeſy on particular occaſions. Lo, 1 
am with you alway, even unto the end 
"Sf the world.” The Holy Ghoſt is 
| Chriſt's vicar on earth, to complete his 


great deiign. | © The promiſe is unto you, 
«and to your children, and to all that are 


ee afar off. even as many as the Lord « our | 


« God ſhall call.“ 
Will you, fir, attempt by reaſon and 


eloquence, what the philoſophers of old 


vainly attempted, to proſelyte mankind 


to virtue? Can you, by any means you _ 
| have, abaſe the pride of man? can you | 
diſſolve the ſtony heart? ſtrip the ſelf. 


righteous of his ſpecious, but vain pleas? 
Will you attempt to break the adamantine 


chains of ſin? and detach the depraved 
heart of man from the world? Can v0 
clothe him with humility ? bring him 

_ willingly to truſt i in foreign aid, the merit 
of another? relieve the afflicted conſci- 

a ence? inſpire the doubting and deſpair- 


ing | 
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ing foul 244 hope and confidiniee' ? and = 
_ raiſe the ſons of earth to heavenly mind- 


- edneſs? Deck thyſelf now with majeſty EY 


and excellency, and array thyſelf with 
15 glory and beauty. Caſt abroad the 
« rage of thy wrath; and behold every LL 
bone that is proud, and abaſe him. Look 
on everFone that is proud and bring 
him low, and tread down the wicked 


in their place. Hide them in the duſt _ 


6 together, and bind their faces in ſecret. 

1 Then will I alſo confeſs unto thee, that 
= thine own arm can ſave thee,” ö 
bring ſalvation t6 other men. „„ 
: Truly, fir, our undertaking i is as s deſper- Toy 

| ate, as any men were ever engaged in; 
and were it not for the aſſurance of divine 
__ aſſiſtance, I would as ſoon labour to teach 

5 ſwallows to ſtay the winter with us, and 
to learn the language of men, as 1 
would attempt to proſely te mankind * 

virtue. But the cauſe is God's; and his 
bleſling may be peculiarly expected: He 178 


can 1 open. the underſtandings of men to 
; —_ underſtand 
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underſtand the leriptures: : the Divine | 
| Spirit quickens their conſciences, con- 
vinces them of fin, draws them to Chriſt, 


! and ſanctifies their hearts unto obedience. 


. We, ſir, are his inſtruments, and no more = 
chan inſtruments, by whom he makes i 
| known his mighty power and grace. 5 . 
5 If theſe be words of truth and ſoberneſs, 
it is fitting we ſhould continually and ear- 
neſtly pray for divine influences, both 
. for ourſelves and our congregations. i 
is our duty to tell them what they are by 5 
nature, and what they muſt become by 
grace, if they would be ſaved. And we 


have in this an unexceptionable example: 4» 


for you know our Maſter ſpent whole 
nights in prayer, and ſaid, 2 Except a 
man be born again of the ſpirit, he can- 
not ſee the kingdom of God.” If any 
i refuſe to acknowledge the depravity of 
their nature or their guilt, we can proceed 
no further with them: if they confels the 
hunbling truth of their wretched ſtate, we 
, muſt aſſure them of the all-ſufficient grace 


* 


— 
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i of Jeſus; but warning them at the ſame 
time, that they will never rightly under- 


ſtand the way of falvation; that they will : 


either miſtake or rejed it, unleſs taught 5 


* of God and guided into it by the Holy 


Spiritz and therefore er exhorting them to ' 


 Teek this blefled conductor into all the 
truth as it is in Jefus, by diligent prayer. „ 
So far from pretending to extraordinary 

- inſpiration, I, ſometimes, hardly dare Pre- : 
dend to thoſe divine influences which are 
common to all real Chriſlians: Vix vitam 5 


per aſpera duco: but, ſometimes too, my 
heart danceth for joy, and, in my chear- 
ſul ſong, I glory in the rock of my ſalva- 
1 tion. And ſo far from boaſting of extraor- 
dinary influences, if they were ſtill given 
0 the Church of Chriſt, I would deſpiſe 
: them all in compariſon of the common, 
but more excellent gifts. Extraordinary 
influences may be given to a Saul, a Je: 
| das, and other reprobates, And, if 1 


5 could by inſpiration ſpeak all the lan- 


| Suages of men and PRI, and under- 5 
. flood 


( 224 ) 
: Rood all mylteries, and could raiſe the 


dead, and remove mountains; all theſe | 
_ miraculous powers would he no evidence 
to my ſoul that I am a child of God: 
they would not confer any qualification 
ſor a future ſtate of life and happineſs: 
they might prove a curſe to me, and be 
7 | means of the moſt fatalſelf-deceiving,and of -. 
making me tenfold more the child of hell 
1 5 than I ſhould have been without them. 
The ordinary influences of the Holy Spi- 
"Tit are infinitely more valuable: they 


fit us for heaven; and are a certain ſeal | 


of the eternal inheritance. The chearful 
mind! feel under your unjuſt reproaches, 
the charity by which I am able to forgive 
2: your unkind. letter, and which diſpoſes 
me to pity and pray for you, are better 
tokens of grace than dreams and viſions, 


D : or any other impulſe: theſe. may be de- 


5 luſions of Satan, but ſure I am, that nei- 
ther Satan, nor my own imagination, 
- could ever form in me the leaſt degree of 

: conformity. to Chrift, | 
I am 


(mz) 


© am ſenſible, ſir, how difficult it is to 
hk with grace of one's own ſelf; and 
| ſhould not have ſaid ſo much in the firſt 
| 3 if you had not compelled me to 
it. I hope an unwilling Egotiſt will meet 
hue ſome indulgence: and, that, in fu- 
ture. you will not accuſe me of ex- 


travagant notions, or pretenſions 0 


extraordinary inſpiration; while I pre- 8 
tend to no more that what the circum- 
ſtances of our blind, guilty, depraved . 
nature make abſolutely neceſſary; and 5 


while I inſlruct my pariſhioners to expect 


- no other influences, than thoſe, which 


our gracious Lord hath promiſed, and __ 


for which his word ene us o 


5 5 NV. 


5 Our. Re mother, the bench of * | 
gland, (I wiſhſhe had no ungracious ſons, 
7 who deſpiſe her creeds and offices) teaches 


us to pray, that 8 God, by whom the 


_ * wholemyftical body of Chriſt is govern- | 


5 1 2 26 1 
4 ed and lanAified, will enlighten all billions, - 


+ prieſts, and deacons, with the true now- 


95 ledge and underſtanding of his holy word 
e by the ſame Spirit, with which 


 % the Apoſiles were inſpired, we may have 


bs a right judgment in all things, and ever- 
more rejoice in his holy comforts—that., 
by his inſpiration we may think thoſe | 
things which are right; and, by his 
- ** holy guiding may perform the ſame.“ 
| Other influences than theſe, I never pre- 


tended to, or prayed for; and theſe it 


is the ſincere prayer of my heart] may you 


ct fully experience, May the God of all grace, . 


who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Curie Jeſus, make you perfef in the know- 
ledge of his truth,  fabliſh you in che 
undoubting belief of it, firengthen you 


to profeſs and preach it, and Jellle you 


in the bleſſed hope of eternal life which 
reſls upon it, working in you that which 
15 me 99 ng in his ſf ght, through Jeſus 


- 


- 


8 — 2 * 8 5 Ky, J "= by 


Chriſt be” 


41 
ci, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 


I am, 1 * v. 31K 
Vour fincere friend, 
And humble ſervant, 


W. J. 
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